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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq called oo the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee on Saturdayto allow ft to buy sugar and com accusing 
the United States and Britain of being behind its deepening food 
crisis. Trade Nfinister Mohammad Mehdi Sal ah told a press 
conference that the oomrnittee had not replied to an Iraqi demand 
made two months ago to bny 331.000 tonnes of sugar and 120 
tonnes of corn from France. His appeal came as the U N Security 
Council expressed concern over reports of Iraqi troop build-up 
near the border with Kuwait. “The delay in giving permission as 
weO as the refusal by the Sanctions Committee to allow a previous 
purchase from Thailand of 300,000 tonnes of rice and 250.000 
tonnes of com, forced Iraq to cut individual radons of rf trsr 
foods,'’ he said. Rationing of certain foods was brought in when 
the U.N. imposed sanctions on Iraq following its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. Mr. Saiah said Washington and London 
were to blame for worsening food shortages adding that “more 
than a million people, inducting 500.000 children have died 

because of the embargo. 
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Christopher to visit Kuwait 

ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE (R) — Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher announced Saturday, just before departing on 
a Middle East journey, that he would Visit Kuwait during the trip 
to express solidarity with the emirate. Amid reports of Iraqi troop 
movements along the Kuwaiti border, Mr. Christopher said his 
visit “will provide a very strong expression of our resolve to stand 
with Kuwait in this uncertain situation.'* The United States is 
sending 4,000 troops and Patriot anti-aircraft missile batteries to 
Kuwait in response to the build-up of Iraqi forces alone the 
Kuwaiti border, the Pentagon said. Kuwait meanwhile declared 
that its entire northern region running along the border with Iraq 
and at one point touching Saudi Arabian frontier had become a 
military zone. An Interior Ministry statement, issued by the 
Kuwaiti News Agency KUNA, said the measure took effect from 
10.00 p.m. Saturday (1900 GMT) and would remain in force until 
fiutber notice. ^ 
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U.N. ‘concerned’ over Iraqi 
moves amid build-up in Gulf 

Baghdad non-committal on intentions; U.S! renews warning 


Grabbled agency di spatches 

j THE UNITED Nations 

• ! ‘ Security Council expressed 

i grave concern on Saturday 
.. . • ova reports of large Iraqi 
^ troop movements toward the 
. Kuwaiti border as the United 
States ordered a military 
: ^ ^ bnOd-op in the Gulf and re- 
. -v newed a warning to Iraq. 

. "■' r - A statement read out at a 
- . ‘ brief council meeting called 

for die 1,140-member U.N. 

. V ' 7 ' - observer mission patrolling a 
. demilitarised zone along the 

' . _ ’• Iraq-Knwait border to redou- 

/ . " -We its vigilance and report on 
any violations or potentially 
• - hostile action. 

1 The councO also reaffirmed 

:r. its commitment to the 
‘ ' nr- sovereignty and territorial in- 
: :-.x - t^rity of Kuwait, which Iraq 
• occupied for seven months 
vs ^ until ejected by a United 

- : C States-ied coalition early in 

• < 1991. 

‘ “ The council statement 
• ~ underlined Iraq's full respon- 
' Visibility for accepting all 

■ ■ " ~ : obligations under U.N. Gulf 

r--r war resolutions. These in- 
clnde the scrapping of its 
t :t weapons of mass destruction 

■ and stringent U.N. inspec- 
i. tions to ensure it does not 

.reacquire forbidden arms. 
~~rz In addition to the Iraqi 
.... . - - - troop movements, the Secnr- 

- r -r ity Council was reacting to a 
. - . • . ^ recent implied threat by 

Baghdad’s Revolutionary 
Command Council to stop 
cooperating with U.N. 
w ... weapons inspection teams 

, . e 1 3 unless die United Nations be- 
.7 SflOi#; JMi gins easing crippling sanc- 
„ ^ - g " tions that have been m force 

’ ■ for more than four years. 

American U.N. envoy 
’ ,;7- Madeleine Albright display- 

7 ed five satellite photographs 
' ; 7 ' of what she said were Iraqi 
‘ - troop movements towards 

■• j the Kuwait border when the 

- - coundl held closed-door con- 

: sultations. 

7 -' •- i: . A U.S. official said several 

- ~ • ' envoys, including those from 

. - France and Russia, who were 

: awaiting their own intelli- 



Knwaitis attentively watch television after news that Iraqi troops are b eading for the 
Kuwaiti border (AFP photo) 


gence when the coundl con- try. ^ 
ferred privately on the same choic 
issue Friday, now said they soverc 
bad reason to believe U.S. at an 
information about the Iraqi Qadis 
military moves was correct. The 
Iraq charged that the Un- that “ 
ited States was trying to stir ity wi 
up another Gulf crisis and leader 
warned it could lead to armed detern 
conflict betwen the two coun- plot ai 
tries. Al 

“Iraqis wfl] be forced to Baghc 
defend their homeland and out 01 
their dignity by all the All 

methods at their disposal,” fix a 1 
said the government news- nowtf 
paper AI Jumhuriyah. obliga 

“The crisis which the U.S. “wi 
administration is trying to strikin 
create can easily be avoided, tory a 
just as it can lead to armed no lim 
conflict” between the United an edi 
States and Iraq, it said. It 1 

Hie Iraqi authorities have forgeti 
refused to confirm or deny throwi 
the troop movements, insist- of the 
mg it was its own business. U.S 

“The United States are were 1 
doing everything in their the 4£ 
power to humiliate the Iraqi Iraq h 
people and destroy the coun- within 


try. We are left with but one 
choice: To defend our 
sovereignty by all means and 
at any price,” vowed Al 
Qadissiyah. 

The army's newspaper said 
that “all Iraqis are in solidar- 
ity with and support tbeir 
leadership to confront with 
determination this American 
plot aimed at starving them.” 

AI Iraq declared that 
Baghdad's patience had run 
out over the embargo. 

Al Iraq said the U.N. must 
fix a date to ease sanctions 
now that Iraq had fulfilled its 
obligations. 

“we are the owners of 
striking swords, a combat his- 
tory and heroism that knows 
no limits,” the paper said in 
an editorial. 

It accused the U.N. of 
forgetting its neutrality and 
throwing itself 'into the aims 
of the U.S. devil.” 

U.S. intelligence services 
were keeping a close eye on 
the 40,000 to 50,000 troops 
Iraq has near Kuwait, some 
within 20 kilometres of the 


Jordan - Israel talks resuming tomorrow 
seen to be ‘final’ round or ‘penultimate’ 


By Nermeen Murad 

\ Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli and 
Jordanian negotiators will 
meet in the Red Sea cities of 
a .-a I — Eilat and Aqaba tomorrow to 
9 begin a two-week round of 

*, ]r.3 5 negotiations that sources be- 
1 - .-vd T« r heve could be the “ultimate 
y ” ' or pen u ltimate” round before 

- ; a peace treaty between Israel 
* and Jordan is finalised. 

’ ; ‘.7--?: \ “We believe this could well 
’ 7 .'-'v the ultimate or the 

• “ : Penultimate round”, an offi- 

— - ' cial source told the Jordan 

: ,7 r-\ 'Tones on condition of anony- 
3 : j.: ! “Anything readied by 
:: r '.7 - "• the 14 committees during this 
i .. h.--* round or daring the Novem- 
her round will form the 
■-? a miexes to a peace treaty 
; -7 ‘; Vj : ' between us and Israel.” said 
1 7 foe source. 

- 7 '•*' This and other sources, 

. - » ' \ .. *. ' *ho also held hig h hopes of 
V- *: meeting Jordan’s de- 

- ,j-' mands for the return of its 
-•-* occupied territory and right- 

^ ml water shares in the Jordan 

' \ i and Yarmouk rivers, said 
_ j . 7. ' foot the Kingdom had re- 

-7 ' “>ved “assurances” that 
these two ismes would be 
7 . - 7 ‘J,*' addressed during these two 

jir - .* - '17 ' weeks “and we believe that 
-V agreement will be reached 
l '< either in this October round 
.y 77 01 foe one in November.” 

_ *-■ Although the sources 
■7 7. . would not reveal specifics to 

-• ' . - - suhstantiate their optimism, 
several interviewed by the 
f’ 1 7 7 Jordan Times indicated His 

7 * Royal Highness Crown 
... -'7 Prince Hassan’s meetings 
“ ■ . + wifo U.S. and Israeli officials 

■ 77.;. ’ m foe U.S. last week “were 

1 • : '7 some of the most successful 
‘ “eetings between Jordanian 


and Israeli officials to date.” 

“After the meetings in 
New York and Washington it 
has become clear to everyone 
that we will have something 
signed by the end of this 
year,” one source close to 
these talks told the Jordan 
Times on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Asked whether this would 
mean that Jordan and Israel 
would be signing subagree- 
ments leading to a peace trea- 
ty, the official source said: 
“Not a subagreement but a 
peace treaty.” 

Crown Prince Hassan, 
according to the sources, re- 
ceived ITS. and Israeli assur- 
ances during his trip that 
Jordan would retain a “prom- 
inent role” in the Middle 
East region that would en- 
sure “its security and stability 
economically.'” 

This role, winch will shift 
from a pre-Gnlf war regional 
security role to an economic 
one. will utilise Jordan's 
geographic location as well as 
its democratic atmosphere, 
the source said without ela- 
boration. 

Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani, in an inter- 
view in New York, told Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily yesterday 
that while Jordan would insist 
on asserting its sovereignty 
over its territory and water, it 
ato wanted assurances of 
economic benefits that would 
ensure that “the fruits of 
peace are felt by the man on 
the street.” 

Among the projected be- 
nefits for Jordan, to under- 
line its new economic role, 
would be the establishment 
Of a regional development 


bank in the Kingdom with a 
capital of $10 billion, one 
source revealed. 

While this development 
bank would underscore the 
new role for Jordan as a 
democratic and stable coun- 
try, sources say that much of 
what Jordan needs would 
come through “direct econo- 
mic aid and assistance,” a 
demand that “has been dis- 
cussed and promised” during 
foe Washington meetings. 

Although most of the' 
assurances received by the 
Kingdom were from U.S. 
officials, the sources maintain 
that Israel “has also given 
Jordan assurances that it 
would deliver on what we 
needed to push a peace treaty 
through.” 

To Jordan this Israeli ' 
“promise to deliver” would' 
basically mean a break- 
through in the boundaries 
and water negotiations as 
well as security arrangements 
that would not infringe on foe 
■ Kingdom’s sovereignty. 

At least one source ex- 
pected that the first break- 
through to be announced is 
over foe water talks and spe- 
cifically on the Kingdom’s 
water shares in the Jordan 
and Yarmouk rivers. 

“We expect that we will get 
something concrete on wa- 
ter,” the source said without 
elaborating. 

Dr. Anani, in his Al Ra’i 
interview, pointed our that 
Jordan “did not only want 
our rights in water but our 
rights m warer in the Jordan 
and Yarmouk rivers because 
we want to establish our con- 
tinued find secure rights in 
those two rivers." 


Jordan and Israel, in their 
bilateral talks in Wadi Araba 
in June, had announced a 
joint document that included 
an Israeli recognition of the 
Jordanian rights in these two 
rivers. But in the rounds of 
talks that followed the nego- 
tiators failed to produce spe- 
cific agreements on what Jor- 
dan’s “rightful shares” trans- 
lated into. 

The boundaries issue, 
according to the sources, 
“will probably take a while 
longer to be completely re- 
solved because of foe technic- 
al details involved.” Accord- 
ing to these and negotiating 
sources, most of the time will 
be consumed by the technical 
task of demarcating the 
boundaries between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Dr. Anani yesterday 
pointed to this technical diffi- 
culty when asked whether he 
thought the Israeli withdraw- 
al from occupied Jordanian 
territories would take a long 
time. “Why should it rake a 
.long time? Demarcating the 
boundaries may need a long 
time but withdrawal from 
these areas Will not, except in 
some areas where there may 
be problems in foe demarca- 
tion processs,” Dr. Anani 
told Al Ra’i. 

If these “rights issues” are 
resolved in this round of 

negotiations, sources believe, 
the Kingdom is set to begin 
implementing a series of joint 
projects with Israel, as speci- 
fied in the Jordan Rift Valley 
master plan, which could see 
Jordan becoming a “central 
channel for economic pro- 
jects m the area.” 


border of foe emirate. 

On Friday, President Bill 
Clinton ordered navy and 
marine forces to foe area and 
said: “It would be a grave 
mistake for (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein to believe 
for any reason that the Un- 
ited States would have 
weakened its resolve or. the 
same issues that involved us 
in that conflict just a few 
years ago.” 

On Friday, President Bill 
Clinton ordered the aircraft 
carrier USS George 
Washington and ships laden 
with supplies for the U.S. 
Army and Marine corps to 
steam towards the Gulf re- 
gion and increased air recon- 
naissance in the area. Penta- 
gon officials said. 

Mr. Clinton issued a terse 
warning Saturday to Iraq not 
to underestimate the United 
States. 

“I want to make it clear 
one more time, it would be a 
grave error for Iraq to repeat 
foe mistakes of the past or to 
misjudge either American 


will or American power,” 
Mr. Clinton said, as be was 
leaving the White House for 
the presidential retreat at 
Camp David. 

The president’s comments 
echoed a warning he issued 
on Friday to Iraq. 

Referring to the 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, reversed by a 
U.S.-led allied military force, 
foe president said the Iraqis 
“should not be misled into 
thinking they can repeat the 
mistakes of the past.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said the Iraqi 
troop movements were “not 
routine and are not typical of 
what we’ve seen in the past 
and therefore cause us con- 
cern.” The United States has 
a “very substantial capabil- 
ity” in the area and would be 
ready for any necessary de- 
ployment, he said. 

Arriving in Haiti Saturday 
to assess foe situation there, 
Mr. Perry said foe Iraqi 
troops were about 48 
kilometres from Kuwait’s 
border. 

“The units that are already 
in position are too dose for 
comfort," Mr. Perry told re- 
porters. 

“We have to look at foe 
facts on foe ground ... and we 
cannot afford to assume this 
is just a bluff,” he said. 

The George Washington 
was travelling to the Red Sea 
from the Adriatic, and was 
expected to arrive by Sunday 
night. From that location, its 
aircraft would be in a position 
to strike Iraq if necessary. 

Also dispatched towards 
foe Gulf were warships nor- 
mally based at foe Indian 
Ocean island of Diegeo Gar- 
da. 

In addition, Mr. Clinton 
called for an updated target 
list for potential air strikes by 
Tomahawk cruise missiles 
and sent a four-ship amphi- 
bious assault group carrying 
2,000 Marines from the 
southern Gulf north towards 
KuwaiL Some army units in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel and 
PLO resume 
talks today 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israel and foe Palestinians 
are to meet Sunday to discuss 
passages between the auton- 
omous Gaza Strip and foe 
West Bank, leading nego- 
tiator Nabil Shaath stud. I 

Negotiations would cake 
place at foe Erez checkpoint 
between foe Gaza Strip and 
Israel alongside general talks 
on the extension of Palesti- 
nian self-rule. Dr. Shaath 
said Saturday. 

The Israeli-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
accord which launched self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May envisaged four corridors 
between the autonomous 
areas, along existing Israeli 
roads circumventing Jeru- 
salem - 

But their implementation 
has been delayed by a dispute 
over foe carrying of arms 
across Israel by Palestinian 
security agents. 

Dr. Shaath, speaking after 
a meeting of foe Palestinian 
National Authority here, 
voiced its concern over the 
growing crisis on foe Kuwait-. 
Iraq border and said be 
hoped it would be “settled 
peacefully." 

The entire Kuwaiti army of 
20,000 men backed by troops 
and armoured vehicles was 
reported to be massing on the 

border late Saturday, after 
U.S. reports that thousands 
of Iraqi troops were heading 
reward the emirate. 

Meanwhile some 2,000 
supporters of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat marched 

(Continued on page 7) 1 


Crown Prince hopes Israel, 
Syria will find quid pro quo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday 
expressed hope that Israel 
and Syria would be able to 
find common ground to 
address each other’s con- 
cerns and arrive at a peace 
agreement. 

The Crown Prince, 
speaking in an interview 
with Cable News Network 
(CNN), also expressed 
optimism that the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic summit to be held in 
Morocco Oct. 30-Nov. 1 
would be an opportunity to 
attract international invest- 
ments to foe region. 

“I think the summit... 
will certainly be a ‘first cut' 
and just that, attracting in- 
ternational attention to 
potential investments,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

Noting that investors al- 
ways have an eye on poli- 
tical stability, the Crown 
Prince said: “I think what is 
important to them is 'yes, 
there is the possibility of an 
inside rail in investing in 
foe Middle East provided 
you understand that the in- 
vestment would not be in 
terms of quick profit...” 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised the need to 
address the problem of un- 
employment. 

“Participation in peace is 
essential for peace,” he 
said. “You cannot have un- 
employment anywhere in 
foe world and speak of 
stability.” 

In reply to a question on 
future relations between 



Israel and Syria, foe Crown 
Prince said: “I cannot fi- 
gure out any relations until 
foey come in terms of nego- 
tiations, speaking of our 
own experience, and I do 
not speak for others 
obviously, I hope that quid 
pro quo concerns over 
territory on one hand and 
concents over security on 
the other can somehow be 
brought to focus. 

“I think that is the basic 
obstacle with foe emphasis 
on security has to be recip- 
rocal with emphasis on ter- 
ritorial issues, (and) has to 
enhance the conception of 
security.” 

On prospects of Jordan 
helping Syria and Israel 
find a way towards a rela- 
tionship, he said: “I think 
L. X ail countries should be 
contributing to comprehen- 
sive peace. 


In reply to a question 
about Jordan’s future role 
in Jerusalem, the Crown 
Prince said: “I think that 
foe political and adminis- 
trative responsibilities 
would clearly be Palesti- 
nian responsibilities in the 
final status discussions be- 
tween foe Palestinians and 
the Israelis in 1996. 

“However, it is not a 
sticky issue for us at all. 
What we are trying to say, 
may be we will be mis- 
understood, is that we be- 
lieve in shared moral au- 
thority between the believ- 
ers of the three Abrahamic 
faiths. 

“As we agreed with foe 
Vatican on interim units 
within the walls of foe Old 
City, and I believe that it is 
practically important that 
in the year 2000 when we 
celebrate the bi-millennium 
jointly as believers in God 
rather than seeing some 
Christians celebrating with 
some Jews. I think that it is 
vitally important that we do 
not separate religion from 
politics but we should en- 
hance the chances of 
peace...” 

“I think that co- 
religionists have to negoti- 
ate directly face to face and 
I would like to make it 
clear that concordant 
agreements between 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews in situations over the 
centuries have given every 
indication that there is a 
possibility of developing a 
shared perception of a city 
of peace." 


Israel welcomes Sharaa 
interview, says more needed 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Saturday 
praised bis Syrian counter- 
part for his televised appeal 
to foe Israeli public, but said 
the Syrians need to do more 
to show that they are serious 
about peace. 

In an unprecedented inter- 
view with Israel TV on Fri- 
day, Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sbaraa told 
Israelis that peace with Syria 
would mean the end of all 
wars and a new era of 
prosperity. 

However, Mr. Sbaraa also 
made it clear that there 
would be no peace unless 
Syria regained ail of the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. Sharaa granted foe in- 
terview after months of U.S. 
pressure on Damascus to do 
more to persuade the Israeli 
public that Syria had given up 
foe war option and sought a 
genuine peace. 

Israel is expected to hold a 
referendum on a land-for- 
peace deal with Syria. Sur- 
veys show that about half of 


foe respondents are ready for 
partial withdrawal from foe 
Golan, but that two-thirds of 
Israelis oppose a complete 
pullout. 

Mr. Peres told Israel army 
radio Saturday that Mr. $har- 
aa’s television interview was 
“an important and valuable 
step.” 

Mr. Peres said he was in- 
volved in the pressure cam- 
paign of trying to get foe 
Syrians to do more to win 
over Israeli public opinion. 

“I supported this experi- 
ment (rite interview), and I 
thought more ideas should be 
carried out, on a higher 
level," Mr. Peres said, refer- 
ring to efforts to bring Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin together for a 
summit. 

The Syrians reject a sum- 
mit, saying Israel must first 
commit itself to a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan, a 
demand Israel refuses. 

Israel’s opposition leader, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, 
charged that Mr. Sharaa’s 


agreement to give foe inter- 
view was part of a campaign 
to trick the Israeli public, 
with foe collusion of foe 
Rabin government. 

Mr. Netanyahu, an Israeli- 
negotiator when peace talks 
opened in Madrid three years 
ago, said foe Syrians had not 
budged from their original 
demands. 

“The positions I heard 
then aren’t different from foe 
positions I'm hearing now," 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin described Mr. 
Sharaa’s interview as very 
significant. 

“For the first time the Sy- 
rians have talked about the 
importance of seizing the 
opportunity of peace as a 
common interest and foe fu- 
ture in terms very close to our 
own,” Mr. Beilin told Israeli 
radio. 

U.S. coordinator for the 
Middle East Dennis Ross 
said Mr. Sharaa's interview 
and an earlier press confer- 

(ContiBued on page 7) 


Amnesty approved for Haiti 
military; violence continues 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — Senators have ex- 
panded Haiti's amnesty law, 
but it is unclear whether it 
went far enough to induce the 
nation’s military rulers to res- 
ign and let Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide reclaim his presiden- 
cy- j . 

Army-related violence 
continued, meanwhile, as the 
Oct. 15 deadline for foe milit- 
ary to relinquish power 
approaches. Civilian gunmen 
backed by the military killed 
at least seven people when 
they plowed their white Mer- 
cedes pickup truck into a 
pro-democracy rally on Fri- 
day. 

Reporters counted seven 
dead in the attack in Peris. 80 
kilometres north of the capit- 
al, Port-au-Prince, but wit- 
nesses said 11 people were 
killed. 

And U.S. officials said 
Saturday char they were con- 


cerned about reports that 
brutal sheriffs were beating 
up democracy supporters and 
intimidating them with gun- 
fire in rural areas where U.S. 
troops have not deployed. 

The amnesty was approved 
Friday as a provision of foe 
Sept. 18 agreement between 
the United States and Haiti 
that is to culminate with foe 
resignation of foe army chief. 
Lieutenant General Raoul 
Gedras. 

The U.S. operation in 
Haiti has been a huge suc- 
cess. U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said Saturday. 

Mr. Perry, accompanied by 
his chairman of Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, General John Shali- 

kashvili arrived for a one-day 
visir to assess the situation for 
themselves. 

“Significant progress has 
been made... in foe last two 
weeks since my last visit.” 
Mr. Peny said in a statement 


at foe Port-au-Prince airport. 

“Indeed, to this date this 
had been a highly successful 
military and logistical opera- 
tion,” he added. 

Gen. Sbalikasbvili also had 
high praise for the U.S. 
troops in Haiti. 

“When I think back some 
three weeks ago when we 
started this operation, l did 
not think there was anyone... 
who ever dreamed that this 
operation up to now would 
go so well," he said. 

Gen. Cedras had pledged 
to relinquish power by Oct. 
IS, the date or Mr. Aristide’s 
expected return, if a general 
amnesty was approved. He 
made no comment on the 
new legislation, but a source 
dose to him said on condition 
of anonymity that he did not 
believe it met the terms of foe 
general amnesty Gen. Cedras 

(Continued on page 12) 



Middle East News 


U.S. sees positive 
developments in 


peace process 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A U.S. official stressed Fri- 
day that thine* are “changin g " 
in the Middle East peace 


process, citing positive 
“psychological” develop- 
ments in recent weeks in rela- 


tions between Israel and 
some Arab states. 

Briefing reporters on 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s upcoming trip 
to the Middle East, the offi- 
cial cautioned that these 
changes “do not mean we are 
on the brink of a break- 
through” in the Israeli-Syrian 
track of the peace process. 
“Gaps (between die parties) 
on die key issues remain. 
Progress is incremental,” he 
said. 

Mr. Christopher was to 
leave Washington Saturday 
for visits to Israel, Syria, Jor- 
dan and Egypt, where he will 
hold discussions before re- 
turning to Washington on 
Oct. 14. 


winch the official characte- 
rised as “a ‘first’... something 
that you would have not seen 
before.” 

He emphasised that while 
Syria and Israel have not 
agreed on key issues, there is 
a process to deal with the 


On the Israel-Syrian track, 
he also noted: 

— Each side is “conviced 
that the other is really in- 
terested in trying to reach an 
agreement:” 

— The level of detail 
achieved on the issues has 
increased. 


— There is an effort by 
both sides to understand each 
other’s position. 

These developments “col- 
lectively reflect that dungs 
are changing,” die official 
stressed, and that each party 
has “become more persuaded 
of the seriousness of the 
other side.” 


Iraqi President Saddam Hussein speaks with reporters in this file photo taken Aug. 25 in Baghdad (AFP photo) 


Aziz, Albright in war of words at U.N. 


The official emphasised 
that the trip will focus not 
only on the Israel-Syrian 
peace effort but also will deal 
with efforts by Israel and 
Jordan to move toward a 
peace settlement. The two 
parties are “working hard" on 
his objective, he said. 

In addition, Mr. Christ- 
opher wants to ensure that 
the Palestinians understand 
what is required of them by 
the nations providing assist- 
ance. There is a need, the 
official said, for Palestinian 
severities to institute tax 
measures and to reassure the 
aid donors that their help is 
not an open-ended process. 
The United Slates, he added, 
is “generally satisfied” that it 
can account for the spending 
of the assistance funds by the 
Palestinian authorities. 


The official added that 
Syria now recognises a need 
to convey its views to the 


to convey its views to tne 
Israeli public and to address 
some of the Israeli concerns. 


The official noted that this 
has not happened before. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraqi Deputy Prune 
Minister Tareq Aziz called on 
the international community 
Friday to examine the “ini- 
quitous and illegitimate situa- 
tion” under which be said 


porters to say “I have just 
come from hearing one of the 
most ridiculous speeches deli- 
vered at the United Nations' 


fore the council can consider 


lifting the oil embargo. Iraq 
wants a definite time period 


by Iraq.” 
Wasnii 


He said that Sharaa in Ins 
meeting with President Clin- 
ton Friday presented a letter 
from Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad in which the Syrian 
leader said that he was 
strongly committed to the 
peace process and hopes to 
see it reach a logical conclu- 
sion. 


one or two major powers 
were preventing the lining of 
sanctions against his country. 

In a speed] to the General 
Assembly devoted almost en- 
tirely to the sanctions, he 
criticised the United States 
frequently for shifting de- 
mands on what Iraq must do 
to get sanctions eased or 
lifted. 


Mr. Clinton reviewed with 
the foreign minis ter the status 
of the peace talks and “where 
we see the various issues... 
and our perspective of the 
Israeli view of things,” the 
official said. 


“It is within Iraq's rights to 
demand strongly that this ini- 


Commenting on recent 
changes in the region, the 
official cited the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council's statement 
on the removal of the secon- 
dary boycotts against com- 
panies doing business with 
Israel, the Israeli-Tnnisian 
agreement on exchanging 
economic officers through 
Belgium, the meeting of the 
Israeli and Tunisian foreign 
ministers, and the Israeli 
foreign minister's meeting 
publicly with the Omani fore- 
ign minis ter. 

The official also referred to 
the declaration of the IsraeH- 
Jord anion economic commis- 
sion on cooperative develop- 
ments and the recent 
Washington news conference 
by Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa, at which 
Israeli reporters were wel- 
comed. This was fallowed by 
the Syrian minister’s inter- 
view with Israeli television. 


AFP adds: Secretary of State 
Christopher is expected to 
Ineet Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat during his Middle 
East tour next week and will 
likely discuss aid and other 
economic issues, a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 


“He would expect to see 
him at some point on this 
trip,” said a senior State De- 
partment official. 

The official said Washing- 
ton was seeking evidence that 
Palestinian officials are prop- 
erly managing the self-rule 
zones of Gaza and Jericho 
which are supported by aid' 
from the United States and 
other donor countries. 

“We are generally satisfied 
with the arrangements,” the 
official said. “We need assur- 
ances that the Palestinians 
will set up a tax system of 
their own to generate their 
own revenues.” 


quitoos and illegitimate posi- 
tion be changed soon, and to 
seek foil clarity in the posi- 
tion of the Security Council 
on its just demands.” 

Mr. Aziz, however, made 
no mention of U.S. reports 
that Iraqi troops were being 
moved towards the Kuwaiti 
border. He also did not re- 
peat any recent threats from 
Baghdad that Iraq would stop 
cooperating with U.N. 
weapons officials if there was 
no movement towards lifting 
sanctions. 

' The Iraqi minister did not 
comment on the recognition 
of Kuwait*, a demand by all 
council members before any 
easing of the embargo will be 
considered. 

But be hinted Baghdad 
might move that direction 
saying that “we are also 
ready to satisfy the concerns 
of the members of the coun- 
cil, of which we have become 
aware in our contacts with 
them.” 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright im- 
mediately called together re- 


Washington has main- 
tained a hardline position on 
easing the oil embargo 
against Iraq, imposed after 
Baghdad's troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The sanctions, which have 
remained unchanged for 
more than four years, pre- 
vent Iraq from exporting oil, 
its prime economic asset. 
This has resulted in increas- 
ing hardship for ordinary Ira- 
qis, he said. 

Mr. Aziz also alluded to 
Britain, which so far has 
sided with the United States 
while council members 
France, Russia and China are 
more flexible towards lifting 
the oil embargo. 

“We request the members 
of the Security Council, the 
General Assembly and the 
international community as a 
whole to look into the ini- 


quitous and illegitimate situa- 
tion in which one or two 


permanent members obstruct 
the correct legal application 
of the resolutions of the 
Security Council, and, conse- 
quently, continue to impose 
upon the Iraqi people, the 
nation of ancient history, 
cruel sufferings covering all 
aspects of life," Mr. Aziz 
said. 

A serious discussion on lift- 
ing sanctions is not expected 
until 1995. But a key U.N. 
report will be delivered Mon- 
day, saying that the testing 
period for a long-term 
weapons monitoring prog- 
ramme will begin. 

The programme is the last 
major weapons project be- 


wail ts a definite time period 
for the testing but there is no 
sign the council or the United 
Nations will set one. 

Mr: Aziz called the unre- 
mitting application of sanc- 
tions against his country “a 
vindictive process which aims 
at depriving the people of 
Iraq, a nation of great his- 
tory, which contributed im- 
mensely to human civilisa- 
tion. of the simplest consti- 
tuents of human life.” 

He also accused the United 
States of shedding false tears 
for the rights of foe Kurds in 
Iraq and said Washington 
prevented their leaders in 
1991 “from honouring a free- 
ly reached agreement” with 
Baghdad. 

Ms. Albright, in her com- 
ments to reporters said that 
the issue “is not one of 
America's record, it is of 
Iraq's record of non- 
compliance.” 

“Let me say that Iraq has 
miscalculated before about 
the resolve of the internation- 
al community,” she said. “It 
is very important for them 
not to take that miscalcula- 
tion again.” 

Parts of two divisions of 
Iraq's elite Republican guards 
were heading from northern 
and central Iraq southwards 
to the Kuwaiti border. 
Ambassador Albright told 
foe General Assembly. 

Three divisions are 
already are in foe southern 
area, home to a restive Shiite 
Muslim majority resentful of 
foe government dominated 
by Sunni Muslims, a U.S. 
official told reporters. 

. Together, the five divisions 
have about 60,000 men, 700 


tanks and 800 armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, said foe offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

“Let it be absolutely dear 
to the Iraqi government that 
a repetition of its past mis- 
takes will be met by my gov- 
ernment with the same re- 
solve as before,” Ms. 
Albright said. She did not 
directly mention the air 
strikes foe United States pre- 
viously used to punish Iraq 
for defying U.N. resolutions. 

The deployments do not 
violate the ceasefire terms 
Iraq agreed to at the end of 
foe Gulf war over three years 
ago. Iraq agreed to respect 
Kuwait’s borders, destroy its 
nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons, and submit to 
a U.N. monitoring system to 
make sure it does not make 
or buy such weapons 

Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council issued a 
statement, saying it would no 
longer cooperate with the 
weapons monitoring prog- 
ramme if foe oil and trade 
embargo and other sanctions 
are not lifted, said U.N. 
Security Council President 
David Hannay. 

The Security Council held 
closed consultations about 
the troop movements, said 
Mr. Hannay.. 

Mr. Hannay summoned 
Iraqi Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoun later Friday night 
to deliver a warning against 
provocative troop move- 
ments that could threaten 
Kuwait and regional security. 

SecretaiyGeaerai Boutros Ghafi 
also reminded Iraq “that any 
threat to peace and security 
in the region is a violation erf 
Security Council resolu- 
tions.” 


Arafat earns average marks for first 100 days in Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — No 
more a Palestinian revolu- 
tionary or a freedom fighter, 
Yasser Arafat is working to 
become a regular statesman, 
subject to ms people’s ex- 
pectations. 

And to their disappoint- 
ment, be has not yet pro- 
duced a magic wand. 

“He turned out to be a 
normal head of a region,” 
said a university student who 
only identified himself as 
Rashad. 

“His aura is gone, he has 
shrunk. We expected too 
modi,” he said, as Mr. Ara- 
fat docked np 100 days in 
office on Saturday. 

He arrived on July 1 to a 
tumultuous welcome and set- 
tled down to build an admi- 
nistration to tackle the pover- 
ty which is much deeper in 


the Gaza Strip than in the 
tiny autonomous West Bank 
oasis of Jericho. 

Gazans appreciate the 
security which he brought 
here with the end of Israeli 
occupation. Schoolchildren 
now salute the Palestinian 


fog a sense of nationhood. 

But people who once sup- 
ported Mr. Arafat and auton- 
omy now huddle in cafes, 
comparing unemployment 
woes. 

Housewives rage at soaring 
pices and opposition activ- 
ists are alarmed by what they 
see as an extension of Israeti 
op p ression. Many ordinary 
foDc are also upset by official 
appoi n tments. 

“He should put the' right 
man in the right job, but that 
has not been the case,” said 


Fawzi Saad, a taOor, citing 
examples among police offic- 
ers and newspaper editors. 

While Mr. Arafat was 
merited up for granting per- 
mits to four new daily news- 
papers — three of which have 
links with Muslim fun- 
damentalist groups — he has 
been criticised for restrictive 


measures. 

“dearly the authority is 
set on a course of brutal 
repression,” said Abdul Latif 
A1 Hajj, spokesman for the 
Democratic Front for the li- 
beration of Palestine 
(DFLP), a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) fac- 
tion opposed to the auton- 


omy oeai. 

More than 60 DFLP mem- 
bers were arrested after an 
attack on Israeli soldiers and 
40 remain in detention. Their 


real offense however, was a 
statement blasting the au- 
thority and threatening civil 
war, Palestinian officials 
said. 

“There has been an in- 
crease in arrests... nothing 
has changed for us here since 
autonomy,” Ai Hajj said. 

Despite waves of arrests, 
targeting almost all opposi- 
tion groups, Mr. Arafat has 
also met his detractors, espe- 
cially from the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas. 

But equally dangerous is 
unhappiness in police ranks, 
virtually all Arafat men. 
While there is no sign of 
revolt, police have begun to 
complain about Kving condi- 
tions. 

“Before coming out here, 
we were promised housing 
and good money,” said one 


officer refused to be named. 
“When we got here, they 
gave ns two blankets each 
and put ns in camps with no 
floors, no electricity. 

“We’ve lost faith in every- 


thing, even our leadership.’ 
Most Gazans blame tin 


Most Gazans blame the 
international donors for not 
fulfilling their monetary 
pledges. 

The crunch affects people 
such as Om Bahaa Hamed, a 
housewife. 

“We could live on much 
less money a few months 
ago,” she said. “The price of 
vegetables has gone np as 
usual. 

“But my husband now pays 
the municipality a monthly 
rent of $700 instead of $200 
for his store — and business 


is very t 
In foe 


absence of the hun- 


dreds of motions of doiars of 
expected foreign aid, the au- 
thority is trying to collect 
taxes, inducting registration 
fees for bnfldfag permits. 

With the authority en- 
couraging private construc- 
tion to alleviate the housing 
and unemployment crises, 
buildings are going up on 
every street. 

“Gaza has set up ministries 
and Arafat is busy meeting 
foreign dignitaries,” said Na- 
bfl.Abu Rndeina, Mr. Ara- 
fat’s spokesman. 

“We’ve started workrogon 
a new port, and are cleaning 
up the streets, there are new 
papers and work will start 
soon on an airport,” he said 
enumerating bis boss’s 
achievements as talks go on 
with Israel for the next stage 
of self-rule: Elections. 
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Mujahedeen allow human 
rights to visit bases * 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
An Iranian opposition group 
based in Iraq has agreed to 
allow a human rights group to 
visit its bases to investigate 
allegations of human rights 
abuses. * 

“We welcome an inspec- 
tion by any impartial group,” 
Massoud Rajavi. head of the 
Mujahedecn^Khalq orga- 
nisation, sakl late Friday in a 
statement issued by a spokes- 
man in Washington. 

Earlier Friday, foe execu- 
tive director of Hnman 
Rights Watch/Middle East 
said in a letter to Mr. Rajavi 
they were concerned about 
allegations of torture and de- 
tainment of Mujahedeen sup- 
porters who have tried to 
leave or drtidse foe organisa- 
tion. 


the background, they have* 
very wide base of support fa 
Iran.” Mr. PeHecreau added. 

Mr. Rajavi. in a rare tele, 
phone interview Friday, j*. 
pea ted that the allegations 
were baseless and a “repeti- 
tion of foe same drivel” that 
bas been put out for yean by 
Iran’s Islamic fundamentalist 

government. 

“The all egations whi^ 
concern us relate to the incar- 
ceration and alleged torture 


and ill-treannent to Mnjahe- 
deen supporters who have 
sought to leave die organisa- 
tion, or to voice criticism of 
its policies,” the Human : 
Rights Watch letter said. 

Iran, which described the 
Mujahedeen as a terrorist 
group, has a c cused the group 
of abusing members who 
want to quit. Alleged confes- 
sions of ex-Mujahedeen 
members have been carried 
by Iran’s state-run newspap- 
ers and broadcast stations. 

The allegations against the 
Mujdabedeen have not been 
verified. 

Mr. Rajavi spoke to the 
AP via a telephone hook-up 
arranged by his office in 
Paris. The Mujahedeen said 
he was at one of foeir bases 
along Iran-Iraq frontier. 

Mr. Rajavi said be had not 
yet received the Human 
Rights Watch letter but had#: 
learned of its contents 
through Iran's official news 


“The allegations are non- 
sense and rubbish,” Mr. Ra- 


javi said, adding that earlier 
this year the human rights 
group was invited to investi- 
gate foe allegations. 

He said they never re- 
sponded. 

“The people who want to 
leave are threatened by the 
Mujahedeen. They are told 
they will be killed if they 
leave,” Eiahe Hicks, a Hu- 
man Rights Watch/Middle 
East researcher, said in an 
interview earlier Friday. 

• “We have received lots of 
complaints from Mujahedeen 
supporters saying they want 
to leave and don’t want to 
fight any more against Iran,” 
she added. 

She said once the Mujahe- 
deen hands disgruntled sup- 
porters over to Iraqi security 
.officers, they are tortured 
and beaten. 

Mr. Rajavi said the human 
rights group would be able to. 
speak privately “with anyone 
they want.” 

On Tuesday, senior State 
Department officials told a 
House of Representatives 


agency. The Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) car- 
ried excerpts of the letter in a 
report New York fate Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. Rajavi said the fact 
that foe letter bad been car- 
ried by IRNA the day it was 
written “tells of its suspicious 
character and political aims.” 

The Mujahedeen-Khalq 
was created as an under- 
ground organisation with the 
Marxist philosophy in the 
early 1960s. It was in- 
strumental in foe success of 
the 1979 Islamic revolution, 
which overthrew the late 
Shah Mohammad Rea Pah la- 


bearing m Washington that 
the United States opposes 


the United States opposes 
dealing with the resistance 
group in Iran because of its 
human rights record and its 
ties with Iraq. 

Several members of Con- 
gress are urging foe United 
States to have contacts with 
the Mujahedeen, saying the 
group has changed. 

“They have killed Amer- 
icans in Iran, they have 
admitted responsibility for 
-that. They participated in the" 
hostage-taking and they sup- 
ported it completely. And 
foeir primaty base of opera- 
tions today is in Iraq, with foe 
support, sponsorship and 
umbrella protection of Sad- 
dam Hussein,” Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletreau said at the hear- 


“We do not feel that with 


Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, foe late revolu- 
tionary patriarch, mined 
against the Mujahedeen soon 
alter an Islamic government 
was installed. Hundreds of 
Mujahedeen supporters were 
executed, and Mr. Rajav^? 
fled to France. The French 
expelled him to Iraq in 1986 
in a deal with Iran for the 
release of France hostages 
held in Lebanon. 

From its Baghdad head- 
quarters, the Mujahedeen 
has run cross-border opera- 
tions in Iran with tightens of 
its National Liberation 
Army, formed in 1987 and 
armed largely with weapons 
provided by Iraq. 


Kabul families move to safer 
areas amid lull in fighting 


KABUL (AFP) — Many 
families took advantage of a 
lull in hostilities in southwest 
Kabul Saturday to move to 
safer areas, as frontline sol- 
diers replenished their 
ammunition stocks. 

“Of course the offensive is 
going on, but as you know in 
any fighting you need to re- 
supply your soldiers,” said an 
infantry commander of 
Afghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani. 

He said that in foe first 
three days of a counter- 
offensive, pro-Rabbani 
troops have cleared Qalayi 
Qazi village and parts of foe 
low ground forward of it in 
the direction of foe west 
Kabul district of Dashti Bar- 
chi. 

Pro-Rabbani troops from 
three factions launched an 
infant^ offensive against - 


foeir coalition rivals Thurs- 
day, in an attempt to re- 
capture Dashti Barchi and 
the strategic Kabul Scud mhr 
sile base further cast. 

Dashti Barchi and the for- 
mer Soviet Red Army Scud 
missile base were captured by 
a coalition force of the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat faction and 
their Pushtun allies of Girt* 
buddin Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
Islami, about two weeks ago. 

Frontline pro-Rabbani 
troops reported that the Said 
base and its massive stores of 
tank arid heavy artillery 
ammunition including four 
Scud rocket launchers, 
formerly controlled by their 
Shiite Harakat-e-Istami fac- 
tion. allies, was lost because 
Harakat did not trust its Sun- 
nite Muslim allies to share 
the defence of this i mp ortant 
position. 
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Potato 32V 220 - 

Pomegranate 380 / 280 ; 

S’™** 280/200. 

Tomato 230/ 1 40 - 

String beam 750/450; 

Watermelon 200/120 - 


19*5...— Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

28* . 3 . Riyadh (RJ) 

2*30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

28*5 Damascus (RJ) 

21:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:38 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21* Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

22*8 Bangkok (RJ) 

22*5 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

87:28 Rome (A Z) 

Lfc30 Doha. Muscat (GF) 

15*5 .. Moscow (SU) 

18 * Lamaca (CY) 

28:15 Cairo (MS) 

0235 Amsterdam (KL) 
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Meeting at the Prime Ministry: Prime Minister AbdHi 
Satan Mqfali Saturday meets at his office with U.S. 
Assistant Defence Secretary Frederick Smith and an accom- 
panying delegation. The discussions, which were attended 


by U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Wesley Egan, covered 
Jordanian-U.S. cooperation in military affairs, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra (Petra photo) 
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Press association to investigate 
4 scandalous 9 tabloid reporting 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
Saturday said it would con- 
duct a month-long investiga- 
tion into what it termed viola- 
tions of JPA regulations par- 
ticularly “scandalous and 
slanderous’ 1 weekly tabloid 
reports. 

Meeting under the chair- 
manship of JPA president, 
Suleiman Qudah, the associa- 
tion board of directors named 
Fakhri Abu Hamdeh, Hilmi 
Asmar and Ali Abu Taban- 
jeh to the investigation team. 
The team is to report its 
findings to the JPA board in 
four weeks, said board mem- 
ber Samir Hiyari. 

Mr. Hiyari told the Jordan 
Times that the investigation 
was necessary because some 
of the weekly tabloids have 
been publishing reports con- 
taining subject matter and 


photographs considered in- 
compatible with and violating 
the ethics and norms of the 
journalism profession. 

He also said the JPA has 
found that an increasing 
number of persons, who are 
not JPA members, have been 
writing for the local daily and 
weekly papers. 

The JPA regulations stipu- 
late that only members can 
work as journalists, but 
allows individuals to train at 
newspapers provided the 
association is informed. 

According to Mr. Hiyari 
some of the tabloids have 
been publishing exaggerated 
reports about crimes and 
scandals of what the JPA 
considers immoral nature and 
they have been presenting 
those reports in graphic detail 
which, he said, is in violation 
of JPA regulations and con- 
tradicts the teachings of Islam 
as well as the traditions of. 
Jordanian society. 


He said such writings tend 
to spread corruption and are 
considered as a subversive 
tool used to undermine the 
society’s structure. 

According to recent study 
on the changing role of the 
press, more tabloids began to 
appear on news stands after 
the 1989 elections. But the 
study said that the tabloids 
are read by only a small 
fraction, less than 10%, of 
newspaper readers in Jordan. 

Tabloid reporting came 
under scrutiny at a two-day 
conference conducted here 
last month at the University 
of Jordan on “the role of the 
media in democracy — the 
case of Jordan.” 

Conference panelist and 
newspaper columnist Fabed 
Fanek said that while the 
daily Jordanian press avoids 
tackling issues of corruption 
because of the lack of evi- 
dence to corroborate allega- 
tion* a* well as a conscious 


effort to avoid legal and tribal 
retribution, weekly newspap- 
ers publish any such stories 
without hesitation to enlarge 
their papers’ circulation. 

Dr. Fanek said that Jorda- 
nian public opinion generally 
tends to blindly believe cor- 
ruption charges, without evi- 
dence, and consequently, 
those charged by the press 
are indicted by the public 
until proven innocent. 

The JPA said that its board 
will scrutinise the commit- 
tee’s report before deriding 
on deterrent measures to be 
taken. The referral of certain 
cases to court was not ruled 
out. 

The JPA said it had re- 
ceived numerous complaints 
from the public about scanda- 
lous and slanderous writings 
published in the weekly tab- 
loids, demanding that strict 
measures be taken to put an 
end to them. 


Gulf tension affects Amman market IAF criticises GCC for lifting Arab boycott 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff 
Reporter 

'AMMAN — The tension 


from the reported Iraqi milit- 
ary buildup near the border 
- of Kuwait and the U.S. re- 


sponse to it had its immediate 
-inpact on the Amman Finan- 
‘•aal Market (AFM) on Satur- 
~ jay when prices fell by more 
than me per cent, brokers 
said.. 

" The daily trading report of 
he AFM said the general 
" hare price index based on 60 
oajor companies closed at 
44.31 points, down 1.2 
/ outs or 1.04 per cent from 
' ie day’s opening (last week’s 
J losing) of 145.83 points. 

~ Brokers said the market 
-as tense over reports that 
-aq was moving several of its 
' "my divisions to its border 
"ith Kuwait, and tbe U.S. 

. ' as responding to die move 
y ordering a military buil- 
dup in die Gulf along the 


lines of the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

‘‘Confusion was tbe main 
feature today in the market,” 
said a broker. “Prices went 
down during the morning 
trading, but they recovered in 
the afternoon session. This 
reflected a conflict in think- 
ing among investors.” 

The final drop in prices for 
the day was “not si gnifican t/’ 
said the broker, adding that if 
the morning trend continued 
the decline would have been 
much higher. 

“Some of the investors 
think that tbe crisis, if there is 
one brewing, will be over in a 
matter of days,” said the 
broker, who cannot be identi- 
fied under standing AFM 
guidelines. “Others think 
there might be little effect of 
what is happening in the Gulf 
on the Jordanian economy." 

“Yet, there are others who 
don’t want to take any 
chances at all,” and hence the 
“unclear” status of trading in 
the market, said the broker. 


Majed Ali Kreisha. head of 
A1 H3al brokerage firm, was 
quoted as saying by Reuter: 
“Hie market panicked on the 
news about Iraq and Kuwait, 
but the fear is not justified, 
and this is a good opportunity 
to invest.” 

Another broker, also 
quoted by Reuter, said: 
“News of Iraq made people 
jittery and brought back the 
images of the Gulf war cli- 
mate and dealers were more 
inclined to sell than buy." 

Trading for the day was 
lightly less than JD 1.2 mil- 
lion, a figure that brokers 
said was indicative of litde 
since it was more or less the 
daily average in the past few 
weeks. 


“Jordanian capital, parti-, 
cualariy at the AFM, is very 
sensitive to regional develop- 
ments and this is precisely the 
explanation for the fears in 
tbe stock market,” said a 
banking executive. 


“After ail, the money in 
the market is more of indi- 
viduals than of institutions,” 
he noted. “Nobody wants to 
take chances with their 
money at a time when remin- 
ders of a crisis are still fresh 
m their minds.” 

Asked how they viewed 
prospects at the AFM for 
Sunday and the rest of the 
week, brokers who spoke to 
the Jordan Times were unani- 
mous: No prediction is possi- 
ble if only because nobody 
knows the shape of things on 
the Iraqi-Kuwaiti front, 
whether it is for “real” or 
Iraqi manoeuvring. 

But, one broker- said, 
“there may be a few fortune 
hunters in the market who 
hope that the present crisis 
may after ali lead to an easing 
of the sanctions against 
Iraq." 

“It is a long shot, but the 
AFM is not short of any 
bulls," added the broker. 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), Jor- 
dan’s mainstream Islamist 
group, on Saturday criti- 
cised tiie recent decision by 
the Arab Gulf states to lift 
the boycott of companies 
dealing with Israel and cal- 
led on Arab leaders to re- 
consider their decision. 

The IAF, in a statement 
addressed to Arab heads of 
state, described the deri- 
sion of the six members of 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) as a “stab 
for the Palestinian cause 
and for Arab and Muslim 
rights.” 

Hie front, a vehement 
opponent of the almost 
three-year-old peace pro- 
cess. also criticised the de- 
cision by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) and “some Arab 
governments” to conduct 
peace negotiations and 


Visiting former Austrian minister 
suggests way to enhance ties 


By Cathy King 

" • 'pedal to tbe Jordan Times 

HMMAN — Leopold 
— - jratz, former Austrian 
. : ‘ * oimster of foreign affairs 
' "md president of the Au- 
; > '^r.4iian parliament who ends 
: one-week visit to Jordan 

nday said that while rela- 
: ions between Jordan and 
Austria were already 
v: strong they could be furth- 
. . v-W enhanced for mutual be- 
~ nefit to both peoples. 

T am returning to Au- 
: . stria with an idea of how I 
.think relations between our 
■ ' I two countries could be 

* cemented,” said Mr. Gratz 

- ' who was here as a guest of 

.His Majesty King Hussein. 

1 IBs idea is to use retired 
; . Austrian professionals for 
.the exchange of infonna- 

- tion. 

“There are many retired 
;. professionals whose wealth 
of experience could be used 

• and with little expense to 
. the Austrian government. 

r-'.The costs of flights and 
- , ’accommodation would be 


covered, but there would 
be do need to pay them 
directly as they receive 
good pensions,” he said. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment would not incur ex- 
penses from such a scheme, 
but valuable information 
could be shared, he added. 

Mr. Gratz, who has held 
numerous political posi- 
tions in Austria, including 
mayor of Vienna, 1972- 
1983, foreign minister. 
1984-86, and president of 
parliament 1986-89, has 
maintained contact with 
King Hussein and Speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament Taher Masri since 
his first and last visit to 
Jordan in March 1985. 

Mr. Gratz told tbe Jor- 
dan Hmes how that visit to 
the Kingdom was unfortu- 

* nately curtailed. 

He had come to Jordan 
officially as foreign minis- 
ter to the Sinowatz govern- 
ment, but two days after his 

* arrival the death of former 
Soviet Union leader Kon- 
stantin Chernenko, was 


announced. 

Mr. Gratz and his coun- 
terpart, then foreign minis- 
ter Taher Masri, left the 
Kingdom immediately to 
represent their respective 
countries. 

Mr. Gratz laughed as be 
said how he responded to 
questions about his trip to 
Jordan. “I could only talk 
about tbe airport, the hotel 
and the ministry. That is all 
I saw.” 

During the King Hus- 
sein’s last visit to Austria, * 
Mr. Gratz told him this 
story and was promptly in- 
vited to the Kingdom to see 
what he missed on tbe pre- 
vious occasion. 

On a more serious note. 
Mr. Gratz said that talks 
between the King and him- 


self had concerned further- 
ing bilateral relations. 
While relations have prog- 
ressed and strengthened, it 
appears they have readied 
a plateau, he said. 

Possible projects were 
considered, including con- 
struction of a pipeline from 
the Red Sea to the Dead 
Sea, while the Germans 
have proposed a canal, he 
said. 

The Austrians have de- 
veloped a seamless steel 
pipe that is able to with- 
stand higher pressures, but 
the problem affecting Au- 
stria is its inability to be as 
competitive as wealthier in- 
dustrial states, be added. 

According to Mr. Gratz, 
the Austrians have de- 


veloped extensive expertise 
in the production of hydro- 
electric power. He said that 
the natural drop to the 
Dead Sea provided a for- 
tuitous location for genera- 
tion of a lot of hydro- 
electric power. 

He said that develop- 
ment of tourism was also 
discussed. 

Mr. Gratz, who was 
accompanied by Senator 
Josef Bandion and head of 
foreign relations with Arab 
and Islamic countries in the 
Vienna district office 
Shamal Sharaf, spent the 
first few days of his week- 
long visit to tbe Kingdom in 
Amman where he also met 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi. 
He later visited Petra and 
Aqaba. 


Job Opportunity 




( Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
: Princess Aisha Bint Al Hussein 
Goethe. Institut Amman 
& Jordan Academy of Music 
present a concert by 

Duo 

Faust/Duis 

Duo 

Saturday. 15th of October 1994. 8 P- m - phj " 
iadelphia Hotel 

tickets: JD5 available at: 

Goethe - Institut Amman. Tel- 641933 
Jordan Academy of Music. Tel- 606234 
Philadelphia Hotel. Tel. 607100 


A major banking institution in Amman announces the need for an 
"Economic Researcher" 


* Jordanian national 

* Has a Bachelor degree in economics or accounting with at least 
"good" grade. Master degree holders are preferable. 

* Has an experience of minimum 3 years for Master degree hold- 
ers or 5 years for Bachelor degree holders in research and 
studies field, with a banking or a financial institution. 


* Preparing, analysing and evaluating feasibility studies for 
different kinds of projects. 

* Making research in banking, financial, and economic fields in 
Jordan and following up its international trends. 

* Fluent in English , reading , .writing and conversation, and able 
’ to prepare research papers in English. 

Salary depends on competence and experience. 

Please send applications by ordinary mail to P.O.Box (23257) 
Amman, within one week accompanied by copies of qualifications 
and experience certificates, recent photo and any other supporting 
documents. 


reach agreements with 
Israel. 

The one-page statement 
noted that the GCC deri- 
sion to lift the boycott of 
-firms dealing with Israel 
followed moves by some of 
the Arab Maghreb coun- 
tries to take steps towards 
normalisation of relations 
with Israel. 

Pointing out that the eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel was 
adopted under a resolution 
passed by the Arab 
League, the IAF statement 
said any derision to end the 
boycott was in defiance of 
the Arab League. 

The Arab League has 
said that the GCC derision 
was null and void and that 
the boycott remained in 
place. 

The GCC states, 
apparently succumbing to 
American lobbying, said 
last week that they were 
lifting the secondary and 
tertiary boycott of Israel; 


meaning that companies 
which were so far denied 
business opportunities in 
the Gulf because of their 
links with Israel or with 
firms that deal with Israel 
were now free to enter the 
Gulf markets. 

That is the immediate 
visible effect of the GCC 
derision. But it also frees 
other companies to estab- 
lish business and economic 
links with the Jewish state 
without having to worry 
about denied opportunities 
in the Gulf states. 

Hie ban on direct trade 
and economic ties with 
Israel remains in place. 

The IAF statement, 
reiterating its rejection of 
the U.S. -backed Middle 
East peace process, called 
on Arab leaders to recon- 
sider their derision. 

Jordan, which is nego- 
tiating a peace agreement 
with Israel after, declaring 


an end to a 46-year state of 
belligerency between them 
in July, has welcomed the 
GCC move as positive but 
said that the decision 
should be endorsed by the 
Arab League. 

Officials have said that, 
in the wake of the peace 
process and the progress 
made in Jordanian-Israeli 
and Palestinian-Israeli 
tracks of negotiations, the 
Kingdom was applying a 
case-by-case approach to 
tbe secondary and tertiary 
boycotts while not adopting 
a blanket derision to end 
them altogether at this 
point in time. 

A local firm linked with 
the American giant Motor- 
ola, whose name appears in 
the boycott list, is poised to 
sign a final multi-million 
dinar agreement under 
which Motorola equipment 
and technology would be 
used in Jordan’s first cellu- 
lar phone system. 


Police chiefs 
to convene 
in Tunis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian delegation to a 
meeting of police chiefs sche- 
duled to take place in Tunis 
this week will submit a work- 
ing paper on inter-Arab 
■ security cooperation, accord- 
ing to Major-General 
Mohammad Basoul, assistant 
to the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) director. 

Maj.-Gen. Basoul, who is 
heading the delegation to the 
three-day event, said the 
meeting would tackle security 
issues of concern to the Arab 
states * in general and coop- 
eration , 


Labour unions group plans 
first conference in 16 years 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Labour Unions plans to 
hold its founh general con-, 
ference in Amman on Oct. 11 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, labour union 
leader Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam announced Saturday. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence, Mr. Khaddam said the 
conference, which is conven- 
ing after a 16-year break 
“due to circumstances 
beyond the federation's con- 
trol," will be attended by 
delegates representing 17 
labour unions in the King- 
dom grouping 750,000 work- 
ers. 


Working papers to be re- 
viewed at the meeting con- 
cern the labour movement, 
the national economy, leg- 
islation governing labour and 
labourers, the labour market 
in the Kingdom, vocational 
training and relations be- 
tween workers and em- 
ployers, 

Khaled Shreira, secretary 
general of the federation, 
told the press conference that 
various Arab labour federa- 
tions and labour movements 
in foreign countries have 
been invited to attend the 
meeting as well as the Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) 
and the (ILO). 
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Lufthansa 


Live Bavarian Music Performed bv the Seven- Piece 

LOEHNER BAND 

Great Food ... Non Stop Beer Flow ... Dancing 

Prizes & Fun 


mill Hesse Berlin 


The Carman Embassy 


For Reservations, please call 641361 ext 2222 
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1 M Mambro Is prize quarry in 
Swiss cult deaths manhunt 


geneva cr) — • Affluent 
French Canadian Joseph Di 
Mambro emerged Saturday 
as the prime object of a glob- 
al police hunt for suspected 
doomsday cult murderers 
who may have used the sect 
as a cover for arms dealing. 

Robert Steiner, police 
chief in the Swiss Valais Can- 
ton where 25 bodies were 
found in die Alpine hamlet of 
Granges, said international 
arrest warrants had been 
issued for Ms. Di Mambro, 
70, and charismatic preacher 
Luc Jouret, a Swiss 
homeopathic doctor. 

Former followers branded 
Mr. Di Mambro “little Napo- 
leon” — a dictatorial figure 
who was the brains behind 
the sect which fused mystic- 
ism and paranoid delirium. 

Detailing the role police 
suspect the two men played 
in the deaths of 48 disciples in 
Granges and a second village, 
Cheiry, Mr. Steiner told Reu- 
ters that both warrants were 
issued on charges of homicide 
and arson. 

"They were issued by the 
examining magistrates in the 
two districts who consulted 
each other. There are no 
other warrants.” Mr. Steiner 
said. 


Police are still unsure 
whether the pair are on the 
run or among the bodies 
found in Switzerland this 
week. Many of the victims 
have yet to be identified. 

In southern France over- 
night. police searched two 
isolated villas used by Mr. Di 
Mambro in August but 
turned up “nothing of signifi- 
cance,” a police spokesman 
said. 

Radio Canada reported 
that the sect was used as a 
cover for a vast international 
arms trafficking and money- 
laundering operation, 
apparently organised by Mr. 
Di Mambro. Another five 
bodies were found near the 
Canadian city of Montreal. 

The unconfirmed report 
said the Order of the Solar 
Temple was believed to have 
funnelled weapons through 
Australia and developing 
countries on the black mar- 
ket, and to have laundered 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars. 

Mr. Di Mambro’s wife 
Jocelyns Duplessis owned a 
flat in Ottawa, seen as the 
nerve centre of the opera- 
tion. 

Asked about the arms ring 
suspicions, Mr. Steiner said 


he could not confirm them, 
but added: “It is possible.” 

Swiss Television showed 
pictures of a round-faced, 
moustachioed Di Mambro 
with a frizzy “afro" hairstyle 
who seemed much younger 
than his 70 years. 

Mr. Di Mambro, jailed for 
six months in France’ in 1972 
for fraud after passing him- 
self off as a psychologist, was 
spotted along with Mr. 
Jouret, 46, in Granges hours 
before two chalets were gut- 
ted by fire early Wednesday 
and the bodies were found. 

Investigators are in- 
creasingly convinced that at 
least some of the cult disci- 
ples found dead in Switzer- 
land, far from being willing 
participants in collective 
suicide, were murdered. 

At the chalets in Granges, 
police found several dozen 
hypodermic needles, in- 
travenous drips, and small 
bottles with unidentified li- 
quids inside. Some were fan- 
cifully labelled “adrenalin” 
or “DNA,” police said. 

A powerful drug was in- 
jected imo several of the 23 
victims in the second village 
of Cheiry, an idyllic fanning 
community in rolling green 


hills some 160 kilometres 
north of Granges. 

The extent of the wealth at 
the disposal of the sect’s trad- 
ers was underlined by a 
search of a luxury Geneva 
mansion where Mr. Di Mam- 
bro sometimes lived, fo the 
Garage were five expensive 
sports cars — four red Ferrar- 
is and a Lamborghini. 

Former disciples said that, 
although Mr. Jouret had a 
mesmerising hold on disci- 
ples, Mr. Di Mambro ruled 
the order — and controlled 
the purse-strings — like a 
dictator. 

Describing herself as a Pro- 
testant, a Fribourg farm 
worker woman who said she 
had also been a cult member 
told Swiss Radio that discord 
pitted Europeans against 
Canadian followers. 

“The rivalry was such that 
Jouret was perfectly capable 
(of murder). There were al- 
ways rows between Euro- 
peans and Canadians. The 
issue was money. They made 
billions,” she said. 

The cult rituals she 
attended were “brain- 
washing sessions.” she said. 
“It was almost like falling in 
love and then you can't get 
out of it.” 



This partial view shows a room of one of 
the burnt out houses where 15 bodies of 
the Temple Du Soieil (Solar Temple) sect 
were found earlier this week, five of the 


23 bodies of Solar Temple sect m embe rs 
discovered in Chary have been positively 
identified and include a Frenchman and a 
family from Geneva (AFP photo) 


Italian minister keeps up 
pressure on graft-busters 


ROME fa) —■ Defence 
Minister Cesare Previti 
Saturday branded as “mad- 
ness” a probe into a televi- 
sion channel partly owned by 
Prime Minister Silvio Berius* 
coni in a move likely to furth- 
er fuel tension with Italy's 
graft-busters. 

.Mr. Previti, who is also 
Mr. Berlusconi’s lawyer, ac- 
cused Milan’s “clean hands” 
anti-corruption magistrates 
of trying to justify their living 
with the probe into the Teie- 
piu pay television channel in 
which the media tycoon holds 
a stake. 

"The Telepiu investigation 
is madness.” Mr. Previti told 
Ld Stampa newspaper in 
comments which kept up the 
government's war of words 
wirth the Milan anti- 
ajrruption judges. 

;The Telepin probe further 
upset Italy’s volatile political 
arena this week when Milan 
Prosecutor General Franceso 
Sayerio Borrelli hinted it 
could touch Mr. Berlusconi 
hjjnself. 

'The cabinet Thursday filed 
a -complaint accusing Mr. 
Binrelli of trying to under- 
mine the government. 

•Mr. Previti's comments 
were published the day after 
police raided the headquar- 
ters of Mr. Berlusconi's 
Fminvest media company as 
part of the probe into alleged 
irregularities at Telepiu. 

“What offence has been 
committed? Who is to be 
charged? Where are the 


bribes? No-one knows,” he 
said. 

He accused the Milan 
judges, whose probes have 
turned them into national' 
heroes, of having little better 
to do. 

The conservative media ty- 
coon's supporters have ac- 
cused the judges of trying to 
discredit Mr. Berlusconi for 
political motives. 

“There are 100 searches, 
20 or 30 witnesses are interro- 
gated in the reach for an 
offence, so that corruption 
can be proven,” Mr. Previti 
said. 

Mr. Previti said the “dean 
bands” investigators who un- 
leashed Italy's political re- 
volution two years ago with 
their exposure of widespread 
corruption had run out of 
thins to investigate. 

“Clean hands has ex- 
hausted its role and is now 
over,” Mr. Previti said. “But 
it is grinding on under its own 
interim and is causing great 
damage,” he added. 

The Telepiu inquiry fo- 
cuses on bribes alleged to 
have been paid to Finance 
Police ordered in to investi- 
gate ownership. 

Fi run vest was given 60 days 
in 1990 to reduce its 100 per 
cent stake in Telepin to just 
10 per cent under new 
media ownership rules. Ita- 
ly's media ombudsman and 
investigators suspect Finin- 
vest may have hidden the 
extent of its holding. 


Clinton says November 
polls pose clear choice 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton said 
Friday that U.S. voters face a 
choice in next month's elec- 
tions between looking to- 
wards the future or going 
back to what he claimed was 
the economic inequity and 
social polarisation of the 
1980s. 

At a televised news confer- 
ence in the White House East 
Room, the Democratic pesi- 
dent tuned np for a series of 
congressional campaign 
appearances by blaming Re- 
publicans for legislative grid- 
lock. 

Clinton, who will make 
political appearances in at 
least 10 states over the next 
three weeks, said that while 
Congress bad made “real 
progress” on economic and 
educational issues, too many 
other measures ran into 
“someone trying to stop it, 
slow it, kill it or just talk ft to 
death.” 

“A lot of the same people 
just recently signed that so- 
called ‘contract with Amer- 
ica’,” Mr. Clinton said, citing 
a legislative package that 330 
Republican congressional 
candidates have promised to 
support if the Democrat- 
controlled Congress changes 
hands Nov. 8. 

Mr. Clinton ridiculed the 
plan as a “contract on Amer- 
ica” and said it was “a com- 
mitment to taking us back to 
the Reagan-Bush years.” 

Thirty-five Senate seats 
and ail 435 seats in the House 
of Representative at stake in 
the balloting, as are 36 of 
America’s 50 state governors* 
jobs. 

Republicans need a net 
gain of seven Senate and 40 
House seats to realise their 
dream of being in the major- 
ity in both houses of Con- 


gress simultaneously for the 
first time since 1954. Because 
of anti-incumbent sentiment 
in die country and Mr. Ctin- 
ton’s unpopularity, they are 
thought to have at least an 
outside chance of taking foe 
legislative branch. 

But Mr. Clinton said he 
planned to “go out and make 
sure the American people 
understand what the (hence 
is” at the ballot box. 

“Do they really want 
somebody jnst to tell them 
what they want to bear one 
more time, instead of some- 
one who'LI take over the 
tough problems?” 

“Do they really want this 
contract, which is a trillion 
dollars of unfunded prom- 
ises, a contract which certain- 
ly will lead to higher deficits, 
cuts in Medicare and throw- 
ing ns back to the years of the 
(1980’s when we lost jobs and 
weakened our country,” Mr. 
Clinton asked. 

‘T think the American peo- 
ple will vote for the future 
and not the past, and that's 
my hope and belief,” he said. 

Assistant House Republi- 
can leader Newt Gingrich re- 
sponded to the president’s 
political salvo by challenging 
Mr. Clinton to a town hall 
meeting “anywhere in the 
country.. . in the next three or 
four weeks” on which direc- 
tion Congress should take 
over the next two years. 

“We’d be glad to see the 
president propose what his 
first six months would be next 
year if foe Democrats keep 
the Congress,” the Georgia 
Republican told CNN. “Let 
the people participate in a 
genuine town hall meeting 
and let the people choose 
what direction in which they 
want to go." 


German FDP leaders says 
party will shine through 


BONN (R) — The leader of 
Germany’s Free Democrats 
(FDP), in combative mood 
eight days before a general ' 
election, brushed off un- 
favourable opinion polls and 
said Saturday he was confi- 
dent his ailing party would 
stay in power. 

The FOP'S election per- 
formance is crucial for Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl because 
it may determine whether be 
can stay in power or whether 
he may be forced into an 
unpopular grand coalition 
with the opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD). 

FDP leader Klaus Kinkel 
said in a newspaper interview 
he expected his party to 
prove pollsters wrong and 
win more than the minimum 
five per cent of votes needed 
to secure seats Jn parliament 
on Oct. 16. 

“We are going for vic- 
tory ” Mr. Kinkel told the 
Rhein-Zeitnng. “We will 
continue the successful coali- 
tion with Kohl.” 

The FDP. which sees itself 
as the party of dvfl liberty 
and small business, has alien- 
ated many former supporters 
who feel it has abandoned its 
principles. 

An embarrassing blunder 
earlier this year in which the 
FDP called itself the party of 
“higher income earners” has 
also taken its toll. 

After a humiliating series 
of regional and European 
election defeats, most recent- 
ly in Bavaria last month, spe- 


culation hay mounted th g * the 
FDP could fall below five per 
cent in the general election. 

“The FDP seems too weak 
to play its traditional role of 
balancing the coalition so 
many people can’t see the 
point of voting FDP any 
more,” said Manfred GoeD- 
ner, chief executive of the 
Forsa Institute for Soda] Re- 
search. 

A Forsa poll Thursday 
gave the FDP support of only 
four per cent for the second 
week running. 

However, other polls put 
the FDP between six and 8.4 
per cent, lower than foe 11 
per cent it won in the last 
general election in 1990 but 
still enough to keep it in 
power for another four-year 
term after 12 years in office 
with- Mr. Kohl. 

“The death knell has been 
rung for os before and it 
always helped us in the end,” 
Mr. Kinkel said in another 
Saturday interview with the 
East German newspaper 
Freie Presse. 

Mr. Kinkel, who has 
headed the FDP since last 
year, was referring to tactical 
voters who in the past have 
often backed the FDP in foe 
last minute. 

Pollsters say this tendency 
means regional elections 
have only limited bearing on 
a nationwide election, where 
tactical voters may go for the 
FDP to back a particular 
coalition. 


Austrians urged to vote for democracy 


VIENNA (R) — Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky called on 
Austria to vote for democra- 
cy and show contempt for a 
wave of suspected neo-Nazi 
letter bombs, as politidans 
made their final appeal for 
support before Sunday’s 
general election. 

Speaking before a rally of 
2,000 Social Democrat sup- 
porters in Vienna Friday 
night, Mr. Vranitzky said 
four letter bombs sent this 
week to targets linked with 
foreigners and refugees 
threatened not only innocent 
life but democracy itself. 

“I urge all Austrians to go 
out, cast your ballots and 
vote for the defence of demo- 
cracy.'* he said. 

In Linz, 200 kilometres 
west of Vienna, nearly 3,000 
people defied an unseasonal 
snow storm to turn out in the 
main square for far-right 
leader Joerg Haider, who is 


confident of winning at least 
20 per cent of foe vote Sun- 
day. 

Police were on standby for 
any trouble from a group of 
anti-Haider activists who 
booed and hissed, but the 
suntanned millionaire roused 
the crowd with a speech 
accusing illegal immigrants 
for the rise in crime in Au- 
stria. 

“Illegal foreigners with no 
work or income are responsi- 
ble for organised crime,” Mr. 
Haider said. “If a foreigner 
commits a crime in Austria, 
then he must be immediately 
deported. He must not stay 
one minute longer in this 
country." 

Election posters of Mr. 
Haider, who had to resign in 
1991 as provincial governor 
of his powerbase province of 
Carinthia after praising Adolf 
Hitler’s labour policies, carry 
the banner. “We say what 


you think.” 

Mr. Haider said Austria 
had to rid itself of the cosy 
system of privilege built up 
by Mr. Vranitzky’s Social 
Democrats (SPOE) and bis 
coalition partners, foe con- 
servative People’s Party 
(OEUP). 

An opinion poll in Der 
Standard newspaper Satur- 
day showed Mr. Haider win- 
ning 22 per cent of the vote, 
up from 16.6 per cent in foe 
last general election in 1990. 

It predicted the SPOE 
would receive 38 per cent, 
down five per cent on 1990 
results, and showed a slump 
in support for the OEVP on 
26 per cent, compared with 
32 per cent four years ago. 

Austria's 5.7 million 
electorate begin voting 
around 6 a.m. (0500 GMT) 
Sunday and first projections 
of the result are expected 
around 5 p.m. (1600 GMT). 


Russian parliamentary bloc opens 
congress facing identity crisis 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
main power bloc in Russia’s 
lower chamber of paii ament, 
or Duma, is seeking to rally 
support around former Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar at a 
weekend congress in Suzdal, 
near Moscow. 

The pro-reform Russia's 
Choice has suffered a lead- 
ership and identity crisis since 
Mr. Gaidar stepped down in 
January and founded foe 
Democratic Choice of Russia 
in June. 

Mr. Gaidar's party is 
however a member of foe 
pro-reform alliance in parlia- 
ment. 

The election of new leaders 
is one of the main goals of 
Saturday and Sunday’s con- 
gress, according to foe offi- 
cial congress agenda, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported Saturday. 

Sergei Luchenkov, the cur- 
rent vice president of Rus- 
sia’s Choice, which claims 96 
deputies of foe Duma’s 450 
seats, plans to resign from the 


post to concentrate on his job 
as president of the Par- 
liamentry Defence Commis- 
sion, the agency reported. 

Mr. Luchenkov said foe 
current leader of foe move- 
ment, Sergei Kovaliov, who 
President Boris Yeltsin 
named president of foe Par- 
liamentary Human Rights 
Committee, is also planning 
to step down. 

Russia's Choice has suf- 
fered the loss of several key 
members in recent months, 
notably Lev Pnomarev and 
former dissident priest Gleb 
Yakunin, both former lead- 
ers of foe Democratic Russia 
party who now want to found 
their own movementsr 

Both could rejoin the bloc 
during the congress Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Mr. Gaidar said during the 
creation of the Democratic 
Choice party that Mr. Yeltsin 
remained their “strategic 
ally,” but was vague about 
his possible presidential can- 
didacy in June 1996 elections. 


which are also to be discussed 
at the Suzdal congress. 

The founding congress of 
Russia's Choice was held in 
November 1993. 

In a separate development, 
the official military newspap- 
er said Saturday' the Russian 
army is withering as huge 
numbers of men avoid milit- 
ary service, leaving even 
frontline parachute units at 
half strength. 

At one point last year just 
53 per cent of foe largely 
conscript army was fully man- 
ned, said Krasnaya Zvezda, 
the Defence Ministry’s offi- 
cial newspaper. 

A massive recruiting drive, 
including hunting down draft 
evaders and calling up pre- 
viously exempted technolo- 
gical college students, helped 
raise manpower to 88 per 
cent strength by March, the 
newspaper said. 

Making military service 
popular, “is not a simple 
question,” foe newspaper 
said. 


Japanese imperial sightseeing trip 
gets rousing reception in France 
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TOULOUSE, France (AFP) 
— Japan’s Emperor Akihito 
and Empress Midnko were 
given a rousing reception by 
locals in scenes unthinkable 
back home when they wen t 
sightseeing Friday, the last 
full day of their state visit to 
France. 

Their timetable fell apart 
as they were almost mobbed 
by well-wishers on a visit to 
the town of Alin, northeast of 
here, and after their return to 
Toulouse for a concert and 
private dinner. 

It was in sharp contrast to 
their day Thursday, domin- 
ated by protocol, travel and a 
visit to French aerospace 
company Aerospatiale, after 
a flight from Paris. 

Space! , was again on then- 
agenda for Saturday, with a 
four of foe French National 
Space Studies Centre outside 
Toulouse, before a final cere- 
mony at foe rity’s airport 
ahead of their departure for 
Palma, Majorca, to begin a 
visit to Spain. 

But Friday was a day for 
informality. A Japanese de- 
legation spokesman said the 
visit to Albi was planned as 
an antidote to the previous 
day’s engagements. 

“Yesterday they saw a 
modern aspect of France, to- 
day they wanted to see some 
of foe country's cultural 
riches,'* he said. 

First on the list was the 
museum housing the world's 
largest collection of 600 
works by painter Henri 
Toulouse-Lautrec, who was 
born in Albi in 1864. 

They include 215 paintings 
and foe entire range of his 
famous posters, well known 
in Japan from an exhibition 
staged in several cities there 
last year and illustrating the 
influence of Japanese art on 


his work. 

A few bundled people 
watched foe arrival of foe 
empress, dressed in a bright 
blue top black skirt, and her 
husband, who wore a sober 
grey suit, but by the time they 
emerged from the museum 
foe crowd had grown to 
around 2,000. 

Not for foe first time since 
their arrival in France Mon- 
day they launched into a ses- 
sion of pressing the flesh 
which made the imperial 
timetable, worked out to the 
last second, completely out. 

Tearing themselves away, 
the couple entered the impos- 
ing Sainte Cedfc Cathedral, 
built in a military style at foe 
end of the 13th century and 
freed with red-brick. Its most 
famous feature is a large 
carved wooden rood screen 
across the nave. 

The imperial couple had 
hardly emerged into the sun- 
light when crowds began 
cheering again, answered by 
a prolonged wave from 
Emperor Akihito standing on 
the cathedral steps. 

Things were no different in 
foe evening, when the emper- 
or and empress returned to 
Toulouse. 

At a reception in foe city’s 
Town Hall they were virtual- 
ly mobbed as they made their 
way through the crowd for a 
brief speech by Mayor Domi- 
nique Baudis urging en- 
hanced industrial coopera- 
tion between Toulouse and 
Japan. 

Security staff, plainly on 
edge after a week of protect- 
ing the couple, were seen to 
be more than usually impa- 
tient with people frying to 
catch a glimpse of them. 

But the evening ended 
peacefully with a conceit of 
Mendelssohn and Ravel by 


foe Toulouse National Cham- 
ber Orchestra, before a pri- 
vate dinner. 

Japanese living in France 
have followed with exdtment 
die state rat by Emperor Akihito 
and Empress KGcfaiko this 
week, but for one in particu- 
lar the interest has been very 
personal — 

For on Thursday Ryoko 
Ottignon met again the 
woman she last saw in her 
grandmother’s house in 
Tokyo 30 years ago, Kttie 
thinking at the tune she 
would later be empress. 

For Mrs. Ottignon’s grand- 
mother taught Empress 
Mkhiko calligraphy before 
she made Japanese history by 
becoming foe first commoner 
to marry an heir to tile Chry- 
santhemum Throne. 

“The last time I saw her 
was in my grandmother’s 
house in Suginaxm-Ku, a few 
years before she got mar- 
ried, sometime in the mid- 
60s,” said the 51-year-old, 
who now lives in a small 
village in southwest France. 

“But she said straightaway 
that she remembered me 
from those days when she 
used to come to our house 
every week for lessons,” she 
added, still reeling from the 
reunion. 

Much water has passed 
under the bridge since then. 
Mrs. Ottignon, whose 
maiden name was Fujioka, 
left her native country after 
marrying a Briton in 1969. 

She spent 20 years in Eng- 
land. bringing up two daugh- 
ters, before moving to the 
village of Cahuzac Sur Vene, 
southwest France, with her 
husband Anthony five yean 
ago. 

One of her daughters, 
Laetitia. is still at high 



Ryoko Ottignon and her husband, Anthony, pose in front of 
Salnte-CfeSe Cathedral in Albi, southwestern France, after 
they met with J apanese Imperial couple. Ryoko, a former 
Norfolk housewife, was — with the Empress MV- Wkn 
whoa foe used to see every week at her grandmother’s i 
three d ec ad e s ago (AFP photo) 


school, although the other, 
Saskia, 21, has returned to 
study Japanese in Tokyo, 
□ear where Mrs. Ottignon’s 
mother still lives in her 
grandmother's old house. 

The first Ottignon knew 
about the imperial visit was 
when foe local prefecture 
rang her up to asked if she 
would like to be presented to 
foe imperial couple. Only a 
few dozen Japanese people 
live in foe region. 


AiKi ihursday the moment 
finally arrived. “She told me 
she still had the special scroll 
given her by my grand- 
mother, and thanked me very 
much,” said Mrs. Ottignon. 

Asked of her impressions 
of the 59-year-old empress 
three decades on, she replied 
without hesitation: “I We 
always remembered her as a 
very gentle young woman, 
and she still seems the same 

DOW. 


Streisand: Biased 
media is Jealous 
of Clinton 

LONDON (R) — Superstar 
and prominent Democrat 
supporter Barbara Streisand 
has accused foe American 
media of being biased and 
jealous in its coverage of 
President BiH Clinton- “I 
think they’re jealous — 
jeakms of a president who is 
very young, very smart, 
very nice, with a full head of 
hair. And perhaps they are 
jealous of someone who red- 
ly wants to make a change.” 
she told the latest edition of 
Vanity Fair magazine. Ms. 
Streisand, who sang at Mr. 
Clinton’s inaugural ball, said 
the media were far tougher 
on Mr. Clinton than they 
ever were on Republican 
Presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush. “Look at 
all the legislation Cfinton has 
passed — more than any 
president since Roosevelt. 
Yet be is constantly por- 
trayed as floundering,” Ms. 
Streisand said in a rare inter- 
view published in the British 
edition of the magazine. Af- 
ter completing a sell-out 
world tour. Ms. Streisand 
said that would be her last: 
“You have to put on 
makeup, comb your hair. 
You have to wear high heels. 
My feet get cramps. I'm a shy 
person. I don’t need to keep 
doing tbs.” 

Brando talks 
about fame 

BEVERLY HILLS, Califor- 
nia (AFP) — Marion Brando 
lamented the burden of fame 
in a rare television interview 
which in typical style foe 
actor tried to subvert at every 
turn. “It’s older than whor- 
ing,” Brando said of acting in 
the CNN interview. “There 
isn't anything that pays yon 
as well as acting while you 
decide what the hell you’re 
going to do with yonrself. 
‘Who cares about the ap- 
plause. Do I need applause to 
feel good about myself?” 
Brando, who rewrote the book on 
American film acting with die 
emotional passion of his per- 
formances zn such films as On 
The Waterfront (1954)/ 
looked bloated and wore 
heavy makeup — which he 
said he applied himself. The 
subject of his troubled chil- 
dren never came up in the 
90- minute session. His son 
Christian is serving a 10-year 
prison sentence for foe 1990 
shooting death of Dag Drol- 
le t, foe lover of Christian’s 
half-aster Cheyenne Brando— 
who was pregnant at foe 
time. Cheyenne has been di- 
agnosed as a schizophrenic 
and hospitalised in a 
psychiatric clinic. Brando, 
70, lived up to his reputation 
as a difficult interview sub- 
ject He mumbled. He took 
out his earphone. He called 
his dog onto the stage. He 
popped into the camera when 
host Lany King was trying to 
introduce commercial breaks 
and lectured viewers on the 
environment and social 
wrongs, including the cause 
of American Indians. “We 
have never given one single 
postage-stamp size piece of 
earth back to them,” Brando 
said referring to the seizure of 
native American lands by the 
United States. The actor also 
derided the career which had 
made him irresistible to 
women and very rich. But 
fame was what drove Brando 
to Tahiti, which he fell in love 
vrith while playing foe fop- 
pish Christian Fletcher in 
Mutiny On The Bounty 

2nd Beijing Jazz 
festival starts 
on Oct. 17 

BEUING (AFP) — The 
second Beijing Jazz Festival 
will be held Oct. 17-21, and 
foe top attraction will be 
.Dutch group Willem Breaker 
Kollektief, the organisers 
announced Friday. Other 
performers will include 
French pianist Stephane 
Kochoyan and Chinese sax- 
ophonist Liu Yuan. The fes- 
tival, called Waiting For Jazz, 
was organised by foe Beijing 
Goethe Institut, foe French, 
Dutch and Spanish embassies 
and the China International 
Cultural Exchange Centre. 

Peron’s widow 
ready to remarry 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
The widow of former Argen- 
tine President Juan Domingo 
Peron, Maria Estela Mar- 
tinez, said she is ready to 
remarry and would not rule 
out a post in President Carlos 
Men era’s neo-Peronbt gov- 
ernment. The 64-year-old 
widow governed the country 
between 1974-76 after the 
death of her husband who 
ruled between 1946-55 and 
1973-74. She was overthrown 
m 1976 by a military coup and 
spent the past few years in 
Spain. 
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16 killed 
in Indian 
language 
war 

BANGALORE, India (R) — 
Police fired on Hindus and 
Masfims battling over the 
touchy issue of language in 
the streets of India’s mic- 
rochip capital Saturday, tak- 
ing the death toll in two days 
of sectarian rioting to 16. 

Karnataka’s chief minister 
said the language battle in the 
south Indian city of Banga- 
lore — India’s Silicon Valley 
with a (tense duster of high- 
technology firms in and 
around it — prompted police 
to shoot at mobs again Satur- 
day. 

Veerappa Moily said eight 
people were killed Friday 
when the violence erupted, 
seven more died of their 
wounds overnight and police 
shot dead one man when they 
opened fire on a curfew- 
defying mob Saturday. 

Trouble began when Mus- 
lims hnrted stones at a Hindu 
rally protesting against 
newly-introduced news 
broadcasts on state-rnn 
Doordarsban Television in 
Urdu, the mix of Persian and 
Hindi which is spoken by 
India's 160 million Muslims. 

It is also the official lan- 
guage of Pakistan, which has 
fought three wars with India 
once independence in 1947. 

A round-the-clock curfew 
was nnposed on most of the 
old city of Bangalore, the 
Karnataka state capital, and 
paramilitary police were 
ordered to shoot curfew- 
brcakeis on sight 

Violence continued late 
into the night as Hindus 
attempted to set fire to mos- 

S and Muslims defended 
with lengths of chain 
and firebombs, a senior 
police official said. * 
Senior police officer H.T. 
Sangalian, bandaged after 
•being hit by a stone Friday, 
told Renters scattered vio- 
lence contained for most of 
Saturday and police had to 
open fire on two occasions. 

“The situation is very bad 
in at least two areas,” he 
said, 

Mr. Moily said he had cal- 
led Hindu and Muslim lead- 
ers to separate meetings in a 
bid to find a solution to a 
vicious confrontation ahead 
of elections for a new state 
assembly. 

Political sources said Mr. 
Moily could not afford to 
anger Muslims by removing 
the Urdu news broadcasts en- 
tirely and the most likely 
compromise was to shift them 
to Doordarshan’s less popu- 
lar second channel. 

Mr. Moily summoned 360 
paramilitary policemen from 
Madras to reinforce 600 
already helping local police 
as skirmishes continued 
Saturday. 

Police said Hindu mobs 
were balding police in Hindu 
areas and Muslim crowds 
were attacking police in Mus- 
lim areas. Where Hindu and 
Muslim communities abutted 
one another, the two com- 
munal groups fought each 
other. 

A senior police official said 
there was no immediate pros- 
pect of the curfew being 


“We are worried that the 
.! violence might spread,” he 
■. said. 

Among the paramilitary 
reinforcements were 360 men 
■ the Rapid Action Force 

5 1 : 1 1 sent into Bangalore Friday. 
s] st3^* “We may have to call in 

* the army if things get any 
" worse,” the senior police 

officer said. 

Karnataka votes for an 
assembly in two-stage elec- 
tions on Nov. 26 and Dec. 1. 

It is ruled by Prime Minis- 
ter P.v. Na rasimh a Rao’s 
Congress Party and is a major 
target of the Hindu national- 
ist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(Bn*) which sees a good 
■ chance of winning power 

. .. against a bitterly divided 

The election seems to have 
inflamed passions as the BJP 
■ increases the political press- 

• nre on Congress. 

. . It was a BJP-inspjxed cam- 

paign to remove a politically 
. crucial, though disused, 16th 

5 # ' .«fi century mosque in the north- 
era town or Ayodhya that 

* J 1 _ _■ sparked the last explosion of 

; » rundu-Muslim violence. 

Many Hindus believe the 
= • - Ayodhya mosque was built on 

die birthplace of their god, 

. Lord Rama, and some 

200,000 zealots tore it down 
on Dec. 6, .1992. 

That set off ugly violence 

- v : ccross the country in which 

about 2,500 people were k£l- 

• Meanwhile, three people 

" io a powerful 

bomb explosion overnight 
Friday in die far-eastern Inm- 
an state nf A«o»m Pi*« 
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The Princess of Wales attends a reception for top British 
fashion designers to promote London Fashion Week at Lancas- 
ter House (AFP photo) 

Diana ignores controversy, 
shines at fashion show 


LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana has braved the camer- 
as again after a storm over a 
book alleging she had a tor- 
rid affair with a cavalry 
officer while still married to 
Prince Charles. 

Britain's sensationalist tab- 
loid newspaper, which last 
week expressed shock and 
horror at the book's revela- 
tions while printing key pas- 
sages in foil, raved at her 
appearance at an event for 
British clothes designers Fri- 
day night. 

The Sun said Saturday the 
estranged wife of the heir to 
Britain's throne had shrugged 
off the toughest week of her 
life. 

Alongside its front page, 
picture of the Princess of 
Wales, the Sun blared in a. 
headline: “Dazzling Diana’s 
_major triumph.”.. 

The daily minor, compar- 
ing her to a "supermodel," 
said she showed no sign of 
strain, laughing and chatting 
at the function, held to 
launch a week of events 
showcasting British desig- 
ners. 

The Princess of Wales, 
who is reported to spend 
£160.000 ($245,000) a year on 

beauty treatments and desig- 
ner clothing, was wearing a’ 
£1,500 ($2,387) sleeveless 
black dress by British desig- 
ner Catherine Walker. 

The storm over the book 
has cast a shadow over what 
was billed by some royal 
watchers as a caution and 
limited public reemergence 
for the princess, who last 

December withdraw from 
official life pleading the need 
for peace for her and her 
sons. 

Princess In Love, launched 
to a media frenzy Monday, 

alleged that Princess Diana 
secretly made loved to caval- 
ry officer James Hewitt from 
19S6 until they drifted apart 
five years later. 

The book by Anna Pasxer- 


Doctor Zhivago, has been a 
sell-out, and is already into a 
second printing. 

Its author and Maj. 
Hewitt, 36, are now in hid- 
ing. 

Maj. Hewitt, who lost his 
job in army cutbacks, was 
attacked by the tabloid press 
as a cad who should be horse- 
whipped. while Buckingham 
Palace dismissed the book as 
grubby and worthless. 

Newspaper opinion polls 
this week showed the pubic 
still support Princess Diana 
despite the book's allega- 
tions. 

But fresh trouble is brew- 
ing with more books contain- 
ing revelations about her 
private-life due out next 
month. 

Prince Charles and Prin- 
cess Diana, who married in a 
fairy-tale ceremony in 1981, 
have carried out an in- 
creasingly bitter feud through 
the media since their separa- 
tion in December 1992. 

But the feud, a boon for 
die tabloid press, authors of 
authorised and unauthorised 
books on the royals and 
paparazzi photographers, 
had damaged the standing of 
the monarchy. 

A poll in die Daily Mirror 
this week showed three out of 
four people thought Britain's 
monarchy should be scrapped 
after the death of Queen 
Elizabeth. In a bid to stop the 
rot. royal supporters are call- 
ing for Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana to divorce 
quickly. 

Bur the royal controversy 
shows little sign of fading. 

In Saturday's chapter of 
the saga, a publishing com- 
pany chairman said he had 
admonished the editor of its 
Penthouse magazine for pub- 
lishing pictures of nude 
lookalikes of Princess Diana, 
Prince Charles and his close 
friend, Camilla Parker 
Bowles. 

The warning was too late 


-proportrionaJ losses. 

Die veterans, largely in 
their 60s and 70s. carried the 
flags and banners they bore 
when staging trhe counter- 
offensive on four fronts 
across Soviet Ukraine after 
Nazi defeats at Stalingrad 
and Kursk. 

A small group of Commun- 
ist veterans marched separ- 
ately. chanting slogans in 
favour of restoring the Soviet 
Union. 

A modest crowd on the 
chestnut-lined street waved 
to the veterans. Leaders of 
Ukraine and its former Soviet 
neighbours clapped in time, 
led by a beaming President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

“I was heartened by the 
faces of veterans who 
appreciated- the recognition 
given to their feats,” Mr. 
Kuchma told reporters. 

On the eve of the celebra- 
tion. Mr. Kuchma called for. 
an end to disputes over war 
allegiances, saying “historical 
truth and reconciliation” 
were vital for consensus.- 

Mandela 
wraps up 
successful 
US. visit 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela wrapped up a 
successful U.S. visit Friday 
with a plea for the investment 
he needs to satisfy his peo- 
ple's needs and yearnings and 
thanks to reporters around 
the world who provided a 
voice when his own was ban- 
ned and silenced. 

He asked the world watch- 
ing South Africa not to get 
mired in “a pessimistic read- 
ing of the past” and to weigh 
today's achievements and 
problems “in the context of 
the real miracle playing itself 
out on the southern tip of the 
African continent.” 

In a speech at the National 
Press Gub. Mr. Mandela re- 
called die torture, threats, 
imprisonment and censorship 
of an earlier South Africa and 
thanked the international 
media that “kept the world 
alive to the iisue of apar- 
theid.” 

“When our voice was si- 
lenced, you lent your voices 
to our demand for freedom," 
he said. 

In several appearances in 
his final day in Washington. 
Mr. Mandela invited black 
American entrepreneurs as- 
well as large businesses to 
invest in South Africa to help 
fulfil the high expectations of 
millions of poor South Afri- 
cans and create a democracy 
based not just on multiracial 
elections but on true econo- 
mic equality. 

“We want foreign investors 
to take part in the empower- 
ment of black business,” he 
told a press breakfast. 

“If our economy is in tat- 
ters, it is going to "be difficult 
to create an atmosphere 
1 where democratic values can 
be entrenched because hun- 
gry people are not likely to 
respect democracy,” he said. 

Accepting an honorary law. 

! degree at Howard Universi- 
1 ty, the prestigious mostly 
black school, he spoke of the 
need to expand education so 
that people of all races could 
develop the skills and allow 
South African institutions, 
still dominated by the small 
white minority, to “represent 
the communin'.” 

This is Mr. Mandela’s first 
U.S. visit since 
becoming South Africa's 
president last May. Warmly 
welcomed here, he has 

earned esteem and admira- 
tion around the world for 
emerging from 27 years as a 
political prisoner with a mes- 
sage of reconciliation and re- 
building. not of revenge. 

In a special tribute. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton invited him 
to become the first foreign 

leader to share his weekly 


Snipers kill passenger on 
Sarajevo tram; airlift suspended 
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A U.S. Air Force C-130 cargo plane, carrying aid supplies, is unloaded at Sarajevo Airport 
(AFP photo! 

Divided Ukraine marks war anniversary 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine, split over whether nationalists -proportrionaJ losses, 
by its wartime history, cele- who fought both Nazi and The veterans, largely in 
brated the 50th anniversary Soviet troops should be their 60s and 70s. carried the 

of liberation from the Nazis granted equal status with Red flags and banners they bore 

Saturday by staging the coun- Army veterans. Only a hand- when staging trhe counter- 

try’s first major military para- ful of members of the Ukrai- offensive on four fronts 

de of the post-Soviet era. nian Insurgent Army (UPA). across Soviet Ukraine after 

Hundreds of soldiers of the marched alongside Soviet Nazi defeats at Stalingrad 

fledgling Ukrainian army veterans. and Kursk, 

marched in perfectly formed “I have visited cemeteries A small group of Commun- 
columns down the city’s main full of graves of Soviet offic- 1st veterans marched separ- 

thoroughfare, Khreshchatik ers killed by these criminals,” ately. chanting slogans in 

Street, to patriotic music and spat veteran Vasyl Shvets on favour of restoring the Soviet 

folk songs played by a milit- the sidelines of the proces- Union. 

.ary band. sion. A modest crowd on the 

Defence Minister Valery "They have blood on their chestnut-lined street waved 
Shmarov, the first civilian to hands and consciences. It was to the veterans. Leaders of 

hold the post in the former not a time to fight for inde- Ukraine and its former Soviet 

Soviet Union, reviewed them pendence. We were fighting neighbours clapped in time, 

— in unmistakable Soviet fascism.” led by a beaming President 

style, greeting all units stand- Ukraine was overran by Leonid Kuchma, 
mg up in a luxurious grey Nazi forces within four “I was heartened by the 

convertible, Chaika months of Hitler’s June 1941 faces of veterans who 

limousine. invasion of the Soviet Union. appreciated- the recognition 

The contemporary soldiers Some six million Ukrai- given to their feats,” Mr. 

were followed by groups of nians died — one in seven Kuchma told reporters, 

bemedalled war veterans — residents — and a further two On the eve of the celebra- 

one of the most impoverished million were deported to tion, Mr. Kuchma called for. 

sectors in chaotic post-Soviet labour camps. More than ‘ an end to disputes over war 

Ukraine. 350 towns and villages were allegiances, saying “historical 

But five decades after the razed. Only neighbouring truth and reconciliation” 

end of the war, debate rages Belarus suffered greater were vital for consensus. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Sniper 
bullets killed one man and 
wounded 11 other people in 
Sarajevo Saturday ana the 
U.N. refugee agency sus- 
pended aid flights to the city 
after planes were hit by gun- 
fire at the airport. 

The shooting followed a 
rise in tension since comman- 
dos of the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army killed 20 Bosnian 
Serb soldiers and women 
nurses in an attack near 
Sarajevo Thursday. 

Eyewitnesses said the dead 
man was one of several hit 
aboard a tram travelling 
Sarajevo's notorious “sniper 
alley.” Other casualties were 
passers-by the street. 

Some of the wounded were 
hit several times and at least 
two were seriously hurt, hos- 
pital doctors said. 

U.N. peacekeepers de- 
ployed armoured cars to 
shield the wounded until they 
could be taken to hospital. 

It was not known how 
many marksmen were in- 
volved in the shooting which 
violated a ban on sniping 
agreed by Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government forces and 
the Bosnian Serb Army (B- 
SA). 

U.N. authorities closed the 
airport after two U.N. milit- 
ary planes were hit on the 
runway Friday, once from 
government positions and 
once by the Serbs. 

The airport had only 
reopened the day before after 
being shut since Sept. 22 by 
Serb threats to shoot at air- 
craft in retaliation for a 
NATO air strike. 

Officials of the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said 
they would decide later 
Saturday whether to resume 
•flights Sunday. 


The Serb blockade had 
severely disrupted UNHCR 
efforts to keep Sarajevo's 
380,000 people supplied with 
food. 

UNHCR official Kris 
Janowski told reporters: “We 
need at least two weeks of 
full airlift to be able to build 
up some stocks. We should 
by flying as many flights a day as 
possible to make up the lost 
time." 

He said bakeries and 
UNHCR warehouses in 
Sarajevo had stocks for only 
a few days. 

“If the" airlift continues to 
be suspended for a week or 
so then we may run into 
serious difficulties,” Mr. 
Janowksi added. “It is very 
difficult for us to assess how 
much food people have in* 
their houses, but UNHCR- 
wise, the food is running 
out." 

U.N. troops continued an 
operation to remove govern- 
ment forces from a demilita- 
rised zone near the rite of the 
killing of the 20 Serbs who 
were being buried Saturday. 

Peacekeepers were 
angered that the government 
attack was launched from the 
zone and violated its status. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic de- 
manded “exemplary punish- 
ment” Friday for Bosnian 
government troops who 
attacked the Serb command 
post near Sarajevo. 

In a statement given to the 
Bosnian Serb News Agency 
(SRNA), received here, Mr. 
Karadzic said he was bitter at 
alleged international passiv- 
ity at the incident Thursday. 

He said the direct responsi- 
bility for hte attack lay with 
the United Nations Protec- 
tion Force in the former 
Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR). 


as the Muslim-led govern- 
ment troops had staged their 
raid from ihe demilitarised 
zone (DMZ) on Mount Ig- 
man. 

“We demand that the in- 
ternational community 
punishes the Muslim side in a 
severe and exemplaryfashion ," 1 
Mr. Karadzic said, failing 
which “the Serb armed forces 
will take drastic measures 
very swiftly.” 

Earlier Frida y Mr. K arad- 
zic threatened toBemand the 
withdrawal of UNPROFOR 
from all Serb-held areas in 
the wake of Thursday's 
attack. 

French UNPROFOR units 
cleared some 550 government 
troops from the DMZ as 
U.N. officials dismissed a 
claim by Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic that they 
had a right to be there. 

UNPRFOR commander 
General Sir Michael Rose has 
also warned the Bosnian gov- 
ernment that its forces risked 
NATO airstrikes if they re- 
mained in the zone. 

The United Nations and 
Bosnian authorities have 
published differing versions 
of an official agreement de- 
militarising a mountainous 
area west of Sarajevo. 

The argument is more than 
academic since U.N. com- 
manders threatened to use 
force, including NATO air 
strikes, to clear the demilita- 
rised zone (DMZ). 

U.N. officials insist the 
agreement, signed on Aug. 
14, 1993, prohibits govern- 
ment troops advancing to 
occupy positions vacated by 
Bosnian Serb soldiers on Ig- 
man and Bjelasnica moun- 
tains, which command the 
western approaches to the 
capital. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic told reporters 


Friday the agreement said no 
such thing and promised to 
publish proof. 

A U.N. version of agree- 
ment in English said: 

“The forces momentarily 
under command of General 
Rasim Delic; within the area 
as marked on the map will 
not move from their locations 
to fill the area vacated by 
Serbian forces." 

The Sarajevo daily Oslo- 
bodjenja Saturday printed 
what it described as a photo- 
copy of the Serb-Croat ver- 
sion of the agreement in 
which the same paragraph, in 
translation, read: 

“The forces momentarily 
under the control of General 
Rasim Delic within the area 
as marked on the map not 
move from their locations in 
the aim of taking the area 
vacated by Serb forces." 

Mr. Izetbegovic demanded 
Friday a public apology from 
U.N. special envoy Yasushi 
Akashi for a mistaken allega- 
tion that Muslim troops ex- 
ecuted and mutilated Bos- 
nian Serb soldiers. 

Mr. Akashi later accepted 
that none of the bodies was 
mutilated, but stopped short 
of apologising for his initial 
comments on the attack in 
which 20 Serb soldiers, in- 
cluding four women nurses, 
were killed. 

“Mr. Akashi slandered the 
Bosnian army very seriously 
in his harsh" statement and 
this was spread all over the* 
world very quickly.” Mr.- 
Izetbegovic told a news con-, 
ference in Sarajevo. 

“That is why we request a 
public apology by Mr. Akashi" 
for the public slander he com- 
mitted yesterday, and from 
UNPROFOR (U.N. Protec- 
tion Force) we request more 
impartiality.” 


Romanian monarchists meet without their king 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Romanian monarchists 
gathered Saturday, but some- 
one was missing — ex-King 
Michael, thrown out of the 
country Friday by post- 
communist leaders who re- 
ject him. 

"The government has a 
visceral fear of the king be- 
cause he is legitimate and 
they are not,” royalist figure 
Simina Mezincescu of the Fu- 
ture Romania group told 
Reuters at an historical con- 
ference at which King 
Michael had been due to 
speak. 

President Ion Iliescu acted 
quickly to block King 
Michael entering the country, 
avoiding any repeat of huge 
pro-monarchy rallies when be 
was allowed back m 1992 — 
his first official visit since the 
Communists set him into ex- 
ile in 1947. 

Barely an hour after Air 
France flight from Paris 
touched down King Michael 
was back on board and on his 
way out again. 

"Veni, vidi... perdidi (he 
came, he saw,he lost)” read 
the lead headline in Satur- 
day's pro-government Croni- 
ca Rom an a. 

Adeyarul newspaper, . 
which usually takes a pro- 
republican line, said King 
Michael’s attempt to enter' 


r 





Monarchy supporters shoot anti-president and 
pro-monarchy chants in front of Continental 
Hotel where ex-King Michael and Queen Ana 


were supposed to stay during a four-day visit 
to Romania (AFP photo) 


was “an embarrassing and 
useless demarche” and said 
he had been badly advised. 

“The king leaves but 
wins,” said opposition news- 
paper Ziua. 

The government, which 
considers King Michael a 
foreign commoner who 
threatens a republican con- 


stitution adopted after the 

1989 overthrow of Stalinist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausecu, 
was well prepared to get him 
quickly out of the ocuntry. In 

1990 he managed to get in for 
•a few hours before being 
thrown out. 

This time a Russian-built 
Tupolev of the state airline 


Tarom was waiting, engines 
running, to fly him back to 
bis exfie home in Switzer- 
land. King Michael refused to 
board the Tupolev. 

“Don't be worried, I will 
come back.” he told friends 
before disappearing back into 
the Air France jet bound for 
Paris. 


China urged to stop nuclear test blasts now 


LONDON (R) — China 
angered its Asian neigh- 
bours, Russia and the United 
States with its latest nuclear 
test blast Friday but the 
underground explosion 
seemed unlikely to damage 
efforts to wrap up a worl- 
dwide test ban treaty next 
year. 

China is the only one of the 
world's five declared nuclear 
powers which has refused to 
observe a moratorium on 
testing and many countries 
urged Beijing Friday to stop 
tests now. 

Friday's blast, the second 
in four months, drew sharp 
protests from Russia, Japan, 
Australia and Kazakhstan. 

The United States said it 
deeply regretted the Chinese 
action and urged Beijing to 
halt testing — a view echoed 
by Russia. The two super- 
powers, now partners, are 

making major cuts in their 
cold war nuclear arsenals. 

“The United States deeply 
regrets this action.” said 

White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers. 

“We urged China to re- 
frain from nuclear tests and 
to join the other nuclear pow- 
ers in a global moratorium as 
we work to complete a com- 
prehensive test ban treaty at 
the earliest possible time,” 
she said in a written state- 
ment. 

“We hope our Chinese 


tear tests and abstain from 
carrying them out again.” 
said a Russian Foreign Minis- 
try statement. 

However, after detonating 
the device at the under- 
ground testing facility of Lop 
Nor in western China. Beij- 
ing reaffirmed its support for 
the U.N. -sponsored negotia- 
tions in Geneva on a treaty 
that would ban all testing. 

China says it has carried 
out fewer nuclear tests than 
other declared nuclear pow- 
ers — the United States. Rus- 
sia. France and Britain. But 
Beijing's argument failed to 
head off criticism. 

The chairman of the Gene- 
va talks said he told Chinese 
officials the blast was not 
helpful to the 39-nation talks. 

“This doesn’t help,” 
Miguel Marin-Bosch told 
Reuters. “It is not conducive 
to the kind of armosphere 
we want." 

But diplomats and analysts 
said anger with China wo'uld 

not affect commitments from 
the world's nuclear powers 
and others to negotiate the 
treaty, perhaps by next year. 

In Tokyo, a Japanese Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said 

the Chinese action was “ex- 
rremely regrettable”. Austra- 
lia said it was deeply di$^ 
appointed that China had 
again shown disregard for in- 
ternational opposition to nuc- 


border from China's test site, 
denounced the blast as it is 
worried about medical and 
environmental threats from 
China's nuclear programme. 

Britain expressed regret 
and Canada said it deplored 
the Chinese action. France 
took a more cautious line, 
saying that it supported a ban 
on testing but wanted to keep 
its own nuclear arsenal credi- . 
ble as a deterrent. 

“Our two objectives are. 
on the one hand, to partici- 
pate in the effort to limit 
(nuclear) weapons in the 
heart of the international 
community and on the other, 
to preserve our capacity to 
protect our vital interests 
through an adequate and 
credible deterrent.” a French 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

President Francois Miner- 
rand has ordered a testing 
freeze but some officials of 
the centre-right government 
have hinted that tests may be 
resumed after he leaves office 
next May. in order to ensure 
the nuclear arsenal stays up 
to date. 

An independent nuclear 
and arms control verification 

watchdog in London, Vertic, 
said in a statement the 
Chinese move “would streng- 
then the hand of hardliners in 
France who are pushing for a 
resumption of nuclear testing 


officials said the Chinese 
blast was unlikely to derail 
talks on a test ban treaty or 
damage the prospects of ex- 
tending a 1970 treaty aimed 
at preventing the spread of 
nuclear weapons which com- 
es up for review next year. 

The U.N. officials said 
China's view was that it 
needed to make up some lost 
ground in nuclear tests while 
there was time. 

“They feel they are very 
low down in the league table, 
they also started later, and 
they feel they are entitled to 
continue testing until the 
treaty is finalised," said one 
official from the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

“It may seem paradoxical 
but to those who are working 
in this area it’s well known 
that China vigorously sup- 
ports a comprehensive test 
ban treaty and will comply 

with it as soon as it has been 
negotiated.” 

South Korea expressed re- 
gret Saturday over the under- 
ground nuclear test con- 
ducted by China. 

"Our government deeply 
regrets that China has again, 
conducted a nuclear test at a 
time when the major nuclear 
countries are refraining from 
staging nuclear tests and . 
negotiations are under way ■ 
on the conclusion of a test 
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The job starts at home 


IN LESS than three weeks, Casablanca hosts an event 
that holds ont all promises to be yet another turning 
point in the quest for peace in the Middle East. The 
Middle East and North Africa economic summit, 
organised by the U.S. Council on Foreign Relations 
and the World Economic Forum, is no less important 
than the international peace conference held in 
Madrid in 1991 to launch the historic Arab- Israeli 
negotiations. If the focus of the Madrid conference 
was the political mechanism to resolve the decades-old 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, the attention of the Casablanca 
summit will be bow to support and sustain the results 
of the process launched in the Spanish capital. 
Needless to say. the two aspects of peace are insepar- 
cb:2. 

the ides is to ensure that Arab-lsraeli peace 
agreements are sustainable, then the people of the 
region, who have paid a heavy price in lives, and 
suffered through the decades for no fault of their own, 
have to see the fruits of peace reflected on their daily 
life. The high level unemployment and the increasing 
“bags” of poverty have to be addressed. In practical 
terms, this would mean creating more jobs and 
improving socio-economic services offered by the 
government. 

For Jordan, whose natural resources are limited 
but where human resources are abundant, the Casab- 
lanca summit does indeed represent a forum where it 
could present its case, in terms of the opportunities 
the Kingdom offers for investments in all spheres. 

At this juncture, the crucial question is: How 
prepared is Jordan to present an acceptable case in 
Casablanca? 

His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan has taken 
the lead in preparing the Jordanian team to Casablan- 
ca; not only that, the Crown Prince is dosdy involved, 
through tike Royal Commission for Reform and 
Development, In efforts to create the climate that Is 
best suited to attract foreign investors to Jordan. 

Indeed, the central theme that the Crown Prince 
outlined when the commission was established undo: 
the directives of ffis Majesty King Hussein spoke 
volumes of the philosophy and wisdom behind the 
Jordanian approach. But we have our misgivings 
about the level of understanding of the concept by 
many of our bureaucrats who do not seem to be able 
to jerk themselves out of the seif-adopted pose of 
lethargy. 

What we are facing today is perhaps the biggest 
economic challenge that Jordan ever- confronted. Use 
Casablanca summit cannot be seen in isolation from 
the rising international competition for. capital and 
investments. That makes our job all the more 
difficult. 

We believe that one of the first steps that needs to be 
taken, and taken firmly with no compromises, is to 
ensure that all those occupying positions of responsi- 
bility in organisations that have to deal with capital 
inflow and investments and all other related depart- 
ments and sections understand the immensity of 
challenges facing them, and through them, the coun- 
try as a whole, and act with responsibility and 
dedication. 

After all, Jordan has to make its case heard and 
accepted not only in Casablanca but also elsewhere in 
the international capital market if it wav to hope for 
an acceptable level of investments in the Kingdom. 
We cannot expect anyone else to do the job, and the 
job starts right at home. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE PROBLEM with the Israelis is that they never stop 
talking about their desire for peace, but they never mention 
the Arab rights, said a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday. 
The majority of the Arab people., said Mahmoud Rimawf, 
are convinced that Israel does not want to withdraw from 
the occupied Arab territories but they want to have a free 
hand in the Arab World and establish diplomatic ties with 
all of them. Every day, one can hear the Israeli leaders 
talking about their desire to reach peace, but they fail to 
mention whether they are willing to withdraw from Arab 
lands and give back ’the land they have been occupying 
since 1V67, said the writer. Both the supporters and 
opponents of the peace process are in agreement now that 
the Israelis are dragging their feet over the withdrawal 
■■-.-•f ar.J .I-.*: e fore the image of the Israelis in Arab 
i I'-s clanged and the hatred of the Israelis 
persist, he added. The road to peace does not come 
through handshakes and meetings by official delegations, 
said the writer, adding that real peace can be achieved once 
ail its requirements have been met. 

AL DUSTOUR daily accused the United States of creatin; 
a crisis over the Iraqi troops movements in order to justify 
its drive to perpetuate U.N. sanctions on the Iraqi people'. 
Saying that Iraq has complied with all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and cooperated fully with the U.N. 
inspection teams concerning the control of weapons, the 
paper said that the Iraqi people are in need of relief from 
the sanctions and are in need of help after so much 
suffering. The paper said that the U.N- teams have already 
e i tree's mass destruction weapons and responded 
... u? .ill U.N. demands. But it seems that the 

is no: satisfied and wants to bring about a 
cr.ange in government in Baghdad, said the paper. The 
United States has no right to perpetuate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people and impose its rule on the people of this 
region, said the paper. It said that the United States is 
responsible for the escalation of tension and the possible 
outbreak of hostilities in the region. 
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Democrats falling behind in key races 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Polls 
now suggest U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's Democrats 
may lose their seven-seat 
.majority in the Senate and 
perhaps even their 78-seat 
advantage in the House of 
Representatives in the Nov. 
8 elections. 

As if that weren't a 
shocking enough prospect 
for a party that swept trium- 
phantly back into the White 
House just two years ago, 
the Republicans could also 
pick up powerful state gov- 
ernorships now held by 
Democrats in several key 
.power bases including New 
York. Texas and Florida. 

The hope for Mr. Clinton 
and his allies is that, with 
Congress about to adjourn 
and legislators returning 
home to fight for survival in 
earnest, the key weeks of 
the campaign lie ahead. 

Democrats have seized 
on a Republican unveiling 
of a “contract with Amer- 
ica." billed as a legislative 
agenda of tax cuts, a ba- 
lanced budget and term 
limits for the first 100 days 
if the party wins control of 
the House. 

Democrats say the prog- 
ramme doesn't add up. 


would cause a huge rise in 
the deficit and would revive 
the favour-the-rich era of 
ex-president Ronald 
Reagan. 

But Mr. Clinton's party 
suffered another blow this 
week when Texas bil- 
lionaire Ross Perot urged 
the millions of people who 
backed his 1992 indepen- 
dent presidential bid to vote 
for Republicans in Novem- 
ber. 

Thirty five of 100 Senate 
seats are up for renewal in 
November as well as all 435 
House seats and 36 gov- 
ernorships. 

Here is a summary of 
some key political battleg- 
rounds according to opinion 
polls published in the past 
week: 

— Arizona: Republican 
candidate Jon Kyi leads 
Democrat Sam Coppers- 
mith by eight to 12 points 
for the U.S. Senate seat 
being vacated by influential 
Democrat Dennis Decon- 
cini. 

— Montana: Republican 
Senator Conrad Burns 
leads Democratic challen- 
ger Jack Mudd by 15 per 
cent in a state that Demo- 
crats thought they could 
win. 

— Ohio: Republican 
Mike Dewine leads Demo- 


crat Joel Hyatt by 12 points 
in the race to succeed 
Democratic Senator Ho- 
ward Metzenbaum, who is 
Hyatt's father-in-law. 

— Oklahoma: Two polls 
gave contradictory results 
m the campaign to replace 
retiring Democratic Sena- 
tor David Boren, a key 
voice on U.S. intelligence 
policy. One put Republican 
Jim Imhofe five points up 
on Democrat Dave McCur- 
dy. The other had McCurdy 
eight points ahead. But 
Democrats are thought less 
likely to come out and vote 
on Nov. 8. 

— Pennsylvania: Demo- 
cratic Senator Harris Wof- 
ford was running even with 
Republican Challenger 
Rick San to rum. 

— Florida: Republican 
Senator Connie Mack leads 
Democrat Hugh Rodham, 
Mr. Clinton's brother-in- 
law, by 65-20 per cent. In 
.the governor's race, a new 
poll showed Republican Jeb 
Bush, son of the former 
U.S. president, five points 
ahead of incumbent Demo- 
crat Lawton Chiles. 

— Minnesota: In a heavi- 
ly Democratic state, con- 
servative Republican Rod 
Grams leads Democrat 
Ann Wynia by two points in 
the race to succeed Repub- 


lican Senator David 
Durenberger. This is the 
Democrats' best hope of 
capturing a Republican 
seat. 

— Washington: Republi- 
can Senator Slade Gorton 
leads Democrat Ron Sims 
by 10 points. 

— New York: A New 
York limes poll pot Repub- 
lican challenger George 
Pataki two points up on 
three-term Democratic gov- 
ernor Mario Cuomo. Only 
29 per cent bad a favour- 
able opinion of Mr. Cuomo 
and 57 per cent bad no 
answer when asked the best 
thing be had done as gov- 
ernor. 

There were a few glim- 
mers of hope for Demo- 
crats. 

California Republican 
Senate candidate Michael 
Huffington, who has spent 
about S15 million of his own 
money on his campaign to 
unseat Democrat Dianne 
Feinstein, came under 
heavily critical media focus 
this week. 

In Colorado, Democratic 
governor Roy Romer 
surged to a 22-point lead 
over Republican Bruce 
Benson in what had been a 
close race before Mr. Ben- 
son admitted to personal 
controversies. 


Sunday’s Economic Puise 

By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Access to West 
Bank market 

THE ECONOMIC agreement between Jordan and the 
Palestine National Authority (PNA). signed « Amman on 
Jan 7. allowed Jordan to trade with the West Bank and 
Gaza without limitations. The economic agreement be- 
tween the PNA and Israel signed m Pans on AprU 29 
permitted Jordan to export to the Palestinian i market about 
15 commodities such as fuel, cement, building bars and 
home appliances within the limits dictated by the specific 
capacity of the Palestinian market. The transitional econo- 
mic agreement signed recently by Jordan and Israel in the 
Dead Sea meetings gave Jordan the right to expon up to 
$30 million worth of certain commodities to the West Bank 
before the end of 1994 as a trial quota. 

Nine months after the first agreement, five months after 
the second agreement and two months after the third 
agreement, Jordan has not yet started exporting anything 
to the West Bank, although the current year is about to 
end. . 

We suggest that Jordan Cement Factories Company 
(JQFC) start sending shipments of cement immediately 
through the bridges without waiting for a letter of credit to 
be opened in its favour. It should establish distribution 
centres in Nablus. Hebron and Gaza, where the traders of 
building materials and individual consumers can buy 
directly against payment in Jordan dinars. 

We also suggest’ that the Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JFRC) send its tankers loaded with gasoline 
across the bridges, and to invite offers to build new gas 
stations or contract with existing stations to sell Jordanian 
refined petroleum products priced at 85 per cent of the 
current Israeli price, against payment in Jordan dinars. 

likewise, Jordanian producers of iron bars, home 
appliances, furniture and other commodities covered by 
the Jordanian-Israeli understanding should establish 
permanent exhibitions in the major cities of the West Bank 
and Gaza, and fill them with their products for sale directly 
to the public. 

In all the above cases, good sales are guaranteed. The 
prices of Jordanian products are less expensive and more 
competitive. Current prices in the occupied territories are 
artificially high because of the Israeli monopolistic process, 
as the occupied territories are treated as a captured market, 
where Palestinians have no choice but ro buy Israeli 
products at any price. No competition exists. 

The question, of course, is whether Jordanian access to 
the West Bank market is still blocked or not, and what are 
the obstacles in the way, after all the agreements and 
deadlines. If such obstacles are still in operation, we should 
identify them and know exactly who is responsible for their 
continued effect. Inaction is not an acceptable state of 
affairs. We have the right _ to know exactly what is 
preventing Jordanian exports’ from flowing to the West 
Bank market now. Is it the bureaucracy of the government 
of Jordan, lack of initiative on behalf of the Jordanian 
private sector, the known intransigence and inflexibility of 
the occupation authorities, or the lack of goodwill on 
behalf of the Palestinian self-rule authorities. 

If something must be done, and some steps must be 
taken before trade exchange with the West Bank becomes 
possible, such steps must be clearly identified, the office 
which should take them must be named, and the reasons 
delaying the taking of the necessary steps must be pointed 
out. 


Israel seizes more Arab land 


By Sarah Hefan 

FROM HIS hilltop enclave, 
Shlomo Kattan has a view 
of the future, and the view 
is of Israel, as far as the eye 
can see. 

Mr. Kattan is mayor of 
Alfc Menasheh, a sparkling 
Jewish settlement built on a 
about two miles 
the Israel-occupied 
West Bank. Looking to the 
west, down across the coas- 
tal plain, he sees pink roofs 
sprawling either side of die 
old “Green Line" that once 
marked the division be- 
tween Israel and the West 
Bank lands captured in 
1967. 

Looking north, south and 
east Mr. Kattan sees more 
Jewish settlements, crowd- 
ing strategic hilltops. On 
the hillsides are Arab vil- 
lages, clusters of tumble- 
down houses ringed by set- 
tler highways. 

Yasser Arafat, chairman 
of die Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), would 
like to believe that the 
Green Line is still there, 
and will soon mark out the 


western boundary of a 
Palestinian state. 

Unlike Mr. Kattan, 
however, Mr. Arafat, con- 
fined to his Gaza enclave, 
cannot see what is happen- 
ing on die ground. 

The Oslo declaration of 
principles states that in the 
interim period of auton- 
omy, before the final status 
of the land is discussed, the 
integrity of the west Bank 
and Gaza will be preserved. 
However, the evidence of 
building shows that Israel is 
using the interim period to 
ensure that Mr. Arafat’s 
future territory is too 
stunted to c ompris e a viable 
state. 

The Israeli government 
has just endorsed a prog- 
ramme of new land seizures 
along the old Green Line 
running up to six miles into 
the West Bank side. A 
trench of the West Bank is 
being carved out either fade 
of a so-called trans-Samaria 
highway, to create a corri- 
dor that one day will link 
Tel Aviv with Amman. 

A flank of settlements 


extending up to 12 miles 
outride the centre of Jeru- 
salem is being reinforced. A 
network of highways and 
tunnels connecting Jewish 
areas is also being built. 

Before the Oslo accords 
were signed, the Israeli gov- 
ernment controlled about 
65 per cent of the land in 
the West Bank. Now, 
according to estimates of 
Palestinian geographers, it 
holds 73 per cent. The num- 
ber of settlers living in the 
occupied territories may be 
as high as 140,000 — 12,000 
more than last year. 

While IsraefT bonding has 
continued, new planning 
restrictions have been im- 
posed by Israeli military au- 
thorities on Arab villages in 
the West Bank, stopping 
villagers from building on 
their own land. The villa- 
gers of Rasatiyeh cannot 
build outside an Israeli- 
imposed boundary around 
the built-up areas. The set- 
tlement of Alfc Menasheh 
is about to start construct- 
ing 845 houses on land near 
to Rasatiyeh, that the villa- 


gers say is theirs. 

As die children of Rasa- 
tiyeh walk the three miles 
to their nearest school, they 
pass dose enough to Aife 
Menasheh to hear the set- 
tler children splashing in 
their new swimming pool. 

Geographical logic sug- 
gests that Israel is planning 
to grant autonomy to 
Palestinians in the three so- 
called cantons based 
around Arab cities: Nablus 
to the north, Ramallah in 
the centre and Hebron to 
the south. A report pre- 
pared by the Arab Studies 
Centre in Jerusalem Israeli 
military administrators, was 
presented 10 days ago to 
Mr. Arafat. 

The report shows that 
since the signing of the Oslo 
accords, a total of 16,750 
acres of West Bank land has 
been confiscated by Israel, 
of which 1,885 acres have 
been built on while the rest 
is bring held for future set- 
tlement. 

In the same period, 
14,111 fruit trees have been 
uprooted to make way for 
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-roads and new building. Six 
square miles of land have 
been confiscated and given 
over to quaries and four 
and a halt square miles of 
land have been allocated 
for nature reserves. 

The report also shows 
that inside annexed East 
Jerusalem, the equivalent 
of one square mile has been 
confiscated .for new roads 
linking settlements. Plans 
are in place to confiscate 




955 acres of land at settle- 
ments near the rid Green 
Line and new building plans 
have been approved at Alfc 
Menasheh and other settle- 
ments. 

La theory, all such settle- 
ment activity should trigger 
U.S. aid penalties to Israel. 
But Washington has made 
no public criticism of the 
' new settlements and has im- 
posed only token penalties . 

The Independent. 
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Israeli row over plan to bar Russian Jews 

By Jerrrid Kessel 


MINISTER'S proposal to 
end Israel's traditional open 
house approach towards 
Jews wanting to immigrate 
from the former Soviet Un- 
ion has sparked a nation- 
wide row. 

Ora Nanrir, the social 
welfare and labour minis- 
ter, maintained that of the 
Eastern European immig- 
rants who had arrived in the 
past 18 months “one third 
are old, one third are in- 
valid, and one third are 
single-parent families.” 

Almost 600,000 Jews 
have immigrated since the 
gates of tiie former Soviet 
Union began to open in the 
late 1980s. 

Ms. Namir's principal 
complaint was that younger 
Russian Jews were heading 
for the United States or* 
Germany while packing off 
their old or unfirm parents 
to “pension in Israel” 
where the social services 
could not cope. 

According to the Immig- 
rant Absorption Ministry, 
her facts were wrong. There 
has been no change in the 


immigrant mix: 15 per cent 
are retired people, 10 per 
cent are single-parent fami- 
lies, and a much smaller 
number have disabilities. 

An opinion poll shows 
Israelis opposing Ms. 
Namir’s views by two to 
one, with 57 per cent find- 
ing her views distasteful and 
27 per cent siding with her. 

The controversial 
Moroccan-born populist. 
David Botton, fanned the 
flames by terming the Rus- 
sian immigrants: “A group 
of prostitutes seeking to live 
off the country.” 

But Yoel Marcus, Israel’s 
most respected columnist, 
writing in Haaretz, fumed: 
“If Israel has a problem, it's 
not that elderly or infirm 
immigrants are coming but 
that most Jews who would 
be called 'quality 'immig- 
rants' simply do not want to 
come here. 

“What Mrs. Namir is 
advocating is worse than 
the infamous quotas im- 
posed under wnite paper 
regulations daring the Brit- 
ish mandate.” 

Another critic. Sever 
Plotzker, said scathingly: 
“Mrs. Namir shouldn’t 


have stopped there. Surely 
the principle of selection 
means that n on-youthful 
and non-bealthy people 
can’t serve as government 
ministers, a job to be re- 
served, for tee young and 
healthy.” 

That was slightly below 
.. Namir, 


the belt, Ms 
64, had dropped her bomb- 
shell just days after return- 
ing from a four-month abs- 
ence during which she 
underwent major brain 
surgery. 

She is, however, standing 
her ground, even com- 
pounding the anger by sug- 
gesting that traditional im- 
migrant privileges in bous- 
ing and job training might 
need to be curtailed so as 
not to discriminate against 
native-born Israelis. “We 
have a duty to our young 
men and women who have 
served long periods in uni- 
form,'’ she said, raising a 
dangerous spectre of open 
rivalry between newcomers 
and tee native-born. 

An aghast Israeli prime 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, 
denounced Mb. Namir’s ori- 
ginal proposal. Vowing his 
government would never 


re-examine immigration 
policy and praising the 
enormous contribution of 
tee Russians to Israel’s eco- 
nomy and culture. 

Bnt lasting political dam- 
age may have been done. 
Soviet-born Israelis have 
significant electoral clout, 
Mr. Rabin owes his Labour 
Party’s narrow win in the 
1992 election in part to the 
immigrant vote. 

They could easily swing 
the other way after such 
leading lights in tee immig- 
rant lobby as A vital Shar- 
ansky, who spent 11 years 
in Soviet prisons campaign- 
ing for freedom, labelled 
Ms. Namir’s statement “an 
anti-Zionist proposal from 
within a government teat is 
hostile to immigrants.” 

It may have been more 
than pique which prompted 
Mr. Rabin, at recently to 
storm out of tee Knesset 
when tee opposition leader, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, 
argued that by not firing 
Ms. Namir the prime minis- 
ter was implicitly backing 
her. 


The Guardian. 



Open education 

To the Editor: 

I was very interested in your editorial (Free academia frees 
tee mind, Jordan Times. Sept. 29). 

In England this subject is also being discussed in 
universities. Education does not stop when one leaves 
school or university. Many defer men and women, who have 
many years of varied professional experience, are returning 
te take higher degrees. Their experience has been at 

!hI C i and DOt by reac ** n 8 books only. For 

example, the open university has been a great success for 
this very reason. The strict, curtailing atmosphere of many 

* haS "f ver ? ,een P 1 ***” 1 in its courses. As a 
prot^duate student in England, my colleagues and I 
complained about tee attitude of one of the tuSswhowas 
condescending in the enrene. ,o a SgStSEtfSZ 

wereSket back S rounds - Our complaints 
were taken seriously and he was removed from tee course. 

Mrs. Barbara Johnston, 

The National Task Force for 
Establishment of A1 Amal 
Centre, 

Amman. 

Times ""homes letters and contributions from 
*” y . thcy wi *h to teefc/e. Leaws 

fowever, should conaUn d* 
S? pnzferabiy address as well. Names 

upon .. rec l u *X and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editins. The newsnap- 
erx not responsible for the rjtum 





Solution to refugee problem critical for peace — experts 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A solution to the thorny 
Palestine refugee problem, 
one of the five “final status” 
issues which remain to be 
settled between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, 
was portrayed by four Amer- 
ican panelists at a symposium 
at Georgetown University as 
critical to “a lasting and just 
peace in Palestine.” 

Two of the panelists were 
of Palestinian origin — Dr. 
Mohammad Hallaj and Dr. 
Rashid Khalidi — and the 
‘‘two others were Jewish — 
Professors Don Peretz and 
Marc Ellis, they were speak- 
ing at a symposium Oct. 6 at 
Georgetown University spon- 
sored by the university's Cen- 
tre for Contemporary Arab 
Studies (CCAS) and the Cen- 
tre for Policy Analysis on 
Palestine (CPAP), a private 
Washington-based thin-tank. 

In welcoming remarks on 
behalf of CPAP, Dr. Hisham 
Sharabi said that “any hope 
for a genuine end to enmity 
and bale (between Arabs and 
Jews) ultimately resides in 
reaching a just settlement of 
the refugee problem.” 
According to a fact sheet 
distributed at the conference. 


there are, at present, a total 
of 4,667,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees out of a total of 

6,165,000 Palestinian Arabs. 
The refugee problem and 
Jerusalem were among the 
sensitive issues which the 
Oslo Accords between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) deferred 
to “final status” negotiations 
due to take place within the 
next three years. 

Nevertheless, the refugee 
problems is being intermit- 
tently discussed by one of the 
five multilateral groups which 
were formed under the Mad- 
rid peace process formula. 
The other functional issues 
are water, economic develop- 
ment. environment, and 
security. 

All the participants keyed 
their remarks to the U.N. 
General Assembly resolution 
(194 of December 11, 1948) 
supporting the Palestinians* 
right to return or compensa- 
tion. . 

The resolution states, in 
part, that “...the (Palesti- 
nian) refugees wishing to re- 
turn to their homes and live 
at peace with their neigh- 
bours should be permitted to 


do so at the earliest practic- 
able date, and that com- 
pensation should be paid for 
the property of those choos- 
ing not to return and for loss 
or damage to property which, 
under principles of interna- - 
tional law or in equity, should 
be made good by the govern- 
ments or authorities responsi- 
ble." 

Dr. Hallaj, a onetime par- 
ticipant in the multilateral' 
talks on the refugee prob- 
lem, gave a bird’s- eye view 
of how the issue is being 
handled in these talks. He 
maintained that the delibera- 
tions there have deteriorated 
to a discussion of how to 
“assist” the refugees rather 
than consider their political 
and national rights. Dr. Hal- 
jaj, executive director of 
CPAP, is no longer a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian delega- 
tion. 

Professor Don Peretz, who 
teaches political science at 
State University of New York 
at Binghamton, underlined in 
his remarks that the question 
of compensation — not repa- 
ration — for Palestinian re- 
fugees is vast and “difficult 
and complicated.” This ex- 
plains. in his opinion, the 


decision of the Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators of the 
declaration of principles 
accord to postpone the issue 
to the “final status” phase of 
the negotiations. 

There are several issues 
that need to be resolved in 
dealing with compensation, 
he said. Among these were 
the identification of aban- 
doned Palestinian property 
which, he said, the U.N. esti- 
mated at being over 80 per 
cent of Israel’s total area of 
some 20,000 square 
kilometres. 

The total amount of culti- 
vatabie area that Israel took 
over from the Palestinian re- 
fugees, he said was “well 
over one million acres, about 
two-and-half times the total 
amount of Jewish-owned 
land in 1948." In other 
words, he said the Jewish- 
owned land at the end of the 
British mandate in Palestine 
was about 8.6 per cent of the 
total area of Palestine. “Of 
the 370 new Jewish settle- 
ments established between 
1948 and 3953, 350 were on 
former Arab property.” 

Other issues that need to 
be resolved, according to 


Prof. Peretz. include the rela- 
tionship between current 
property values and those of 
1948, the status of Israeli 
counter-claims for war dam- 
ages and property of Jews 
form Arab countries and, 
most importantly, “to what 
extent will resolution of the 
compensation issue balance 
off other political, territorial, 
or moral claims.” 

He also expressed belief 
that the issue of compensa- 
tion will be “inextricably 
linked” with refugee resettle- 
ment, regional economic de- 
velopment and with the prob- 
lems of Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

His feeling, he added, was 
that the amount of funding 
for compensation is “far lar- 
ger than any single country 
can provide.” 

Prof. Peretz said among 
the “objective technical 
problems" surrounding this 
issue of compensation is that 
it has been reported that 
“most of the original records 
of land registration during 
the mandate were either des- 
troyed during the 1948 war or 
were otherwise missing.” He 


added that “some records 
that were microfilmed and 
taken to England were later 
found to be illegible." 

Prof. Ellis began by noting 
' that earlier Israeli thinkers 
like Judas Magnes. chancel- 
lor of the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem, and his friend. 
Dr. Martin Buber, “were 
keenly aware that the crea- 
tion of Israel... was creating a 
new diaspora and refugee 
problem... (which) 
threatened the morality and 
safety of a fragile and con- 
troversial Jewish state.” 

After detailing some cur- 
rent progressive Jewish 
thinking on the issue, Prof. 
Ellis saw “mutual healing” 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis in “welcoming back 
in a structured and orderly 
way the people who were the 
original victims of this tragic 
history,” adding, “the wel- 
come involves persons, in- 
stitutions and geography; 
Palestinians become equal 
partners with Jews through- 
out what was once historic 
Palestine... (then) the 
Palestinian diaspora and re- 
fugee problem truly comes to 
an end, rather than being 
finalised in refugee camps or 


in a truncated, subservient, 
even ghetto ised Palestinian 
entity.” 

In turn. Dr. Khaiidi adv- 
anced five ‘'essential ele- 
ments” for the solution of the 
refugee problem, stressing 
that “absolute justice” in this 
respect is unattainable. 

The first element, be 
pointed out, was that “there 
must be some - symbolic rec- 
ognition by Israel of the hurt 
that was done to the Palesti- 
nians made refugees in 
1948.” This is essential, he 
continued, ‘if the bitter pill 
of the loss of most of the 
Palestinian homeland is final- 
ly to be swallowed. 

The second element, he 
continued, is that there must 
be acceptance of the right of 
“all” Palestinians to return 
home, although, he acknow- 
ledged that this was impossi- 
ble as a practical matter. His 
third element dealt with “re- 
parations” for the Palesti- 
nians but here he also said 
that Jews who “were forced 
to leave Arab countries in 
and after 1948 similarly have 
a perfectly legitimate claim, 
one which might conceivably 
be resolved in tandem with 
reparations to the Palesti- 


nians. 

The fourth element stres- 
sed the “right to live in the 
Palestinian state-to-be” for 
all Palestinians, or, in other 
words, “the collective right to 
return” which he said would 
obviously be restricted by the 
new country's absorptive 
capacity. 

His last element contained 
an appeal for “special atten- 
tion” to the case of Palesti- 
nian refugees in Jordan and 
Lebanon. The former, he be- 
lieved, could come about “as 
a result of a constitutional 
arrangement freely arrived at 
between democratically 
elected governments in Jor- 
dan and Palestine” such as 
granting full Jordanian 
citizenship or a confederation 
between the two countries. 

But in the case of Leba- 
non, he added, the issue is 
complicated because of what 
any Palestinian settlement in 
that country could do to the 
“internal Lebanese equilib- 
rium.” He ended his talk by 
suggesting that Palestinians 
in Lebanon may be granted 
Palestinian nationality but 
with permanent resident sta- 
tus in Lebanon. 


Military build-up in Gulf 


(Continued from page 1) 

the United States were put on 
alert to go to the region. 

Besides the American 
show of force, the British 
Defence Ministry announced 
fcwas sending an extra frigate 
f to patrol off Kuwait. France 
. said it was taking the “neces- 
sary precautionary mea- 
sures." 

An administration official 
said the actions were taken 
because “you want to show 
you’re not going to be intimi- 
dated.” Bat the response had 
been “calibrated” to avoid 
inflaming the situation, said 
the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Another senior official, 
briefing reporters under 
ground rules shielding his 
identity, said one reason for 
Iraq’s move towards Kuwait 
may be linked to increasingly 
frequent reports “over the 
last six months of internal 
coup attempts, explosions, 
these kinds of things.” 

Other U.S. officials sug- 
gested that Iraq was hoping 
to get the sanctions lifted 
through the threat of force, 
but they insisted such an 
effort would be fruitless. 

Kuwait said Saturday it has 
dispatched its entire army of 
some 20,000 men, backed by 
tanks and armoured vehicles, 
to its northern border to ward 
off any Iraqi attack. 

Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Ja- 
ber Al Ahmad A1 Sabah on 
Saturday chaired an 
emergency cabinet meeting 
to discuss “precautionary me- 
asures to face any Iraqi threat 
against Kuwait." 

A senior Kuwaiti official 
later told AFP that “the 
whole of the Kuwaiti army, 
backed by armoured vehicles 
and tanks has received orders 
to bead for the north of the 
country,” adding that units 
were already on their way. 

Russia condemned Iraqi 
manoeuvres and said Bagh- 
dad must recognise its border 
with its neighbour. 

Egypt warned the crisis 
could escalate further in the 
next few days, and other 
Arab countries condemned 
the Iraqi manoeuvres. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said the Arab 
League was “monitoring the 
situation and is in contact 
with Kuwait and other Arab 
.countries.” 

5 The Cairo-based League 
has urged Iraq to pull its 
troops back from die border 
and expressed “anxiety” at 
tile situation. 

Saudi Arabia backed the 
United States in its warning 
of military action against 
Baghdad and offered its 
bases for the use of U.S. 
warplanes to defend against 
any Iraqi moves. 

Kuwaiti newspapers tried 
i to play down fears of another 
: Iraqi invason, saying the in- 
ternational community would 
protect the emirate. 

But residents of Kuwait 
city were clearly alarmed as 
supermarkets, bakeries and 
trol stations were invaded 
panic-buyers. 

Many Kuwaitis and foreign 


nations said they were 
already planning to flee the 
emirate. 

Iranian state radio said 
Iraq’s troop movements to- 
wards Kuwait are a political 
ploy to pressure the United 
Nations into lifting'its embar- 
go against Baghdad. 

“By playing the military 
card, Iraq wants to show that 
it is capable of adopting a 
hostile stand in a bid to have 
the embargo lifted,” the 
radio said. 

It said the United States 
would “benefit” from the re- 
ports of troop movements by 
playing up the Iraqi threat in 
a bid to reinforce “its illegal 
presence in the Gulf.” 

The chiefs of staff of Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwa'it, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Oman and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates — the 
members of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council — had origi- 
nally been scheduled to re- 
view a collective air defence 
umbrella and plans for a 
100,000-strong joint defence 
force first mooted after the 
1990 invasion. 

But they were expected to 
focus primarily on the Iraqi 
military buildup and consider 
what action they should take 
if Iraq once again threatens 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait's chief of staff, Ali 
Al Mo’men, led the emirate’s 
delegation to the Saudi capit- 
al for Saturday’s meeting. 

Officials said King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia has been in i 
telephone contact with ! 
Sheikh Jaber and President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, a 
key ally during the 1990-91 
crisis. 

The GCC currently has a 
standing joint force of 10,000 
men based in Saudi Arabia. 
This force was totally ineffec- 
tive when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Libya accused the United 
States of overreacting, saying 
the U.S. furore was just a 
■“cheap Hollywood stunt.” 
“American stupidity has 
passed all limits and all that is 
happening is nothing more 
than a storm in a teacup and a 
theatrical spectacle aimed at 
putting pressure on the Gulf 
monarchies,” the official 
agency JANA commented. 

Israelis shrugged off the 
possibility of a fresh Iraqi 
attack, saying they were not 
worried after surviving Iraq's 
last missile shower. 

In the 1991 Gulf war, Iraq 
fired 39 Scud missiles into 
Israel, hoping to provoke 
Israeli retaliation and break 
up the Arab coalition formed 
agains t Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Saturday there was 
no reason for concern. 

“I don’t think this has any 
bearing on us,” Mr. Peres 
told Israel army radio. 

The secretary-general of 
the Arab League urged Iraq 
to exercise self-control and 
pull back its forces. 

Iraq's new escalation 
“complicates the situation 
and threatens the peace and 
security of the region which is 
still suffering the effects of 
the 1990 Gulf crisis.” Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said m a writ- 
ten statement. 


PLO, Israel resume talks today 


(Continued from page 1) 

through Gaza City Saturday 
*10 press for the release of 
; of Palestinians still 
®%raeli jails. 

“Freedom to all Palesri- 
wan prisoners,” read a ban- 
tier carried by the marchers, 
most of them students of Al 
A|har University which is 


autonomy accord, Israel has 
released about 5,000 prison- 
ers. The army said Saturday 
that 5,500 remained in deten- 
tion, while the Palestinian 
marchers said some 9.000 
were still in prison, 

Israel has said it would not 
free Palestinians who killed 
Israelis or supporters of 
groups who refuse to sign a 



Indian leadership faulted for plague fallout 


By Nelson Graves 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — India has 
accused foreign nations of 
panicking in tile face of an 
outbreak of plague but di- 
plomat and many Indians 
say New Delhi has only 
itself to blame for failing to 
control the damaging fall- 
out. 

“The government dearly 
dropped the ball,” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

A long list .of countries 
and airlines imposed tough 
controls on travel and trade * 
with India after the disease 
erupted in the western city 
of Surat and spread to other 
areas killing at least 56 peo- 
ple. 

The sickness is easily 
cored using common anti- 
biotics but for many people 
around the world it raises 
the spectre of the “black 


death” which wiped out one 
third of Europe’s popula- 
tion during the Middle 
Ages. 

Some of the restrictions 
imposed by foreign govern- 
ments have been eased but 
in many ways their impact is 
only beginning to be felt. 

Indian authorities say the 
number of tourists has been ' 
cut by half as plague-wary 
travellers shun the country. 
Tourist firms hope the num- 
bers will pick up as the 
disease, which health au- 
thorities say is now under 
control, fades from mem- 
ory. 

Bbabani Sen Gupta of 
the Centre for Research on 
Internationa] Change said 
the outbreak could cost In- 
dia as much as S10 billion in 
health expenses and lost 
business. 

Already tourists hotels 
are panicking. “What is 


worse than the cancella- 
tions is that there are no 
bookings coming in,” said a 
senior official at a plush 
hotel in Goa, a major re- 
sort. 

Indian officials have ac- 
cused foreign governments 
and media of overreacting 
to the plague. “The press, 
of course, have had a ball at 
our expense,” a senior tour- 
ism ministry official said. 

Many business leaders 
have also slammed the 
press. “I don’t know if it is 
rats or the press that spread 
the plague,” Ashok Bhatia 
of ITC hotels said Friday. 

But a poll by Doordar- 
shan State Television’s 
Eyewitness new program- 
me showed nearly two third 
of Delhi's dozens faulted 
the government for failing' 
to mount a damage-control 
operation and reassure 
foreign partners. 


Diplomats agreed. “The 
government was caught 
completely by surprise,” a 
European diplomat said, 
noting that when Bubonic 
plagne broke out offidals 
waited until reports sur- 
faced in the press before 
reacting. 

“The medical authorities 
were overwhelmed,*’ 
another diplomat said. “For 
too long they were unable 
to give an accurate picture 
of the situation. In our own 
capital offidals were unable 
to tell how big the problem 
was. There was a feeling of 
alarm.” 

The respondents in the 
Doordarshan poll and di- 
plomats reserved tbeir shar- 
pest criticism for political 
leaders, who have kept a 
low profile during the entire 
three-week crisis. 

“There was ao effort to 


manage the political or 
psychological fallout,” one 
diplomat said. 

“Tt horrifies me the way 
politidans took panic and 
ran away,” Mr. Gupta said, 
referring to the fact no 
national leaders went to 
Surat when the plague first 
broke out. 

“It was not only a health 
disaster, it was a political 
disaster,” he said. “The 
political leadership col- 
lapsed.” 

Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao has made 
no public statement on the 
disease. 

“Rao’s typical response is 
not to respond,” one envoy 
said. ‘“Let’s-not-move-too- 
qirickly' becomes a lifestyle. 
They should have had every 
minister in the streets.” 

Polls show the public cre- 
dits local and central gov- 


ernment authorities with 
effectively controlling the 
spread of the disease. 

Mr. Gupta said the pla- 
guel had highlighted weak- 
nesses in India's health sys- 
tem and civic administra- 
tion, and could discourage 
foreign investors. 

“It could not have come 
at a worse time,” he said. 
Foreign credit rating agen- 
cies had been considering 
upgrading India’s specula- 
tive rating to investment 
grade and confidence in the 
country’s economic poten- 
tial had been on the up- 
swing, he said. 

“The plague has done 
more damage to economic 
reforms than one would like 
to admit,” Mr. Gupta said. 
“In the long term one will 
have to wait and see if India 
is able to absorb the shock 
of modernisation.” 


A social worker distributes medicine to residents of the Indian dty of Surat when the plague was widespread (AFP photo) 






Israel welcomes Sharaa interview - 


French national found in 
Algeria, his throat slit 

(Continued from page 12) 


(Continued from page 1) 

■ence to which Israeli journal- 
ists had been invited for the 
first time marked a “change 
in the peace process.” 

“If the Israeli public is not 
convinced about what is 
going into an agreement, 
then there is not going to be 
an agreement,” Mr. Ross 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa promised 
Israelis a new era of peace in 
return for a withdrawal from 
the Golan in his interivew 
from Washington, which was 
broadcast on Friday. 

“We have done all that is 

necessary in order to con- 
vince ... that peace is coming 
and we are not wasting our 
time,” he told viewers. “We 
have as much interest in 
peace as you. 

“The faster the withdrawal 

from rh*» Golan takes nlace. 


will appear.” 

Mr. Sharaa added that an 
Israeli-Syrian accord would 
bring “real peace in northern 
Israel” along its border with 
South Lebanon, where “the 
idea of a surprise attack will 
be totally eliminated.” 

For Mr. Beilin the inter- . 
view marked the “success" of 
U-S. shuttle diplomacy be- 
tween Israel and Syria which 
he called the “second level of 
talks in progress between the 

two countries. 

He said the third level was 
meetings between the Israeli 
and Syrian ambassadors to 
the United States in 
Washington, which U.S. offi- 
cials say have been taking 
place for three years. 

Syria meanwhile attacked 
the Gulf and other Arab 
states on Saturday for their 
policies towards Israel, 


Jewish state a free opportun- 
ity to change its tune on the 
Golan Heights. 

A front-page editorial in 
the government newspaper 
Al Thawra said Israeli state- 
ments on the Golan this week 
differed from those of last 
week, before the Gulf states 
said they were scrapping the 
secondary and tertiary 
boycotts of Israel. 

Tunisia also announced it 
was establishing low-level ties 
with Israel and an Israeli 
diplomat arrived in Morocco 
to open his country's first 

office there. 

“Imagine the change in 
Israeli political discourse this 
week, after ‘our Arab 
Brothers’ announced they 
were lifting the boycott and 

many other things beside ... 
just like that, for free, with- 
out being asked, and of 
course for nothing in ex- 
change, just out of charity 
and on the eve of (U.S. 


Christopher’s tour,” A! 
Thawra said. 

While last week Israel was 
merely contradictory, this 
week it was also “full of 
bluster, arrogance and de- 
fiance,” added the editorial, 
signed by editor Amid 
Khouli. 

It singled oat a decision to 
rive Israeli Chief of Staff 
General Ehud Barak special 
responsibility for preparing 
Israel's negotiating position 
on the Golan Heights. 

Al Thawra said the change 
of tune in Israel reflected 
“the Arab reality which has 
deteriorated to the point of 
despair.” 

"It is an extremely acute 
state of collapse with whit* 
the Arabs have rarely been 
afflicted, except in the black- 
est periods of their history.” 
it added. 

But this would not weaken 
Syria or lead to any change in 
Syria’s demand for foil with- 


regime in Algeria. Two months 
ago it renewed its threat to 
strike against French in- 
terests unless Paris met six 
conditions, including the eva- 
cuation of French nationals 
from Algeria. 

Meanwhile, a special Alge- 
rian court has sentenced 152 
people to death 139 of them 
for contempt of court, during 
the past three months. El 
Moudjahid reported Satur- 


uay." 

The special court, one of 
three jurisdictions responsi- 
ble for terrorism and subver- 
sion trials, tried 136 cases 
between July 1 and Septem- 
ber 30. 

There are still around 

1.000 French expatriates resi- 

dent in Algeria, along with 

40.000 people with dual 
French and Algerian 
nationality. 
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Arab food gap widens 


Recycling foreshadows job boom , study says 
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despite large arable lands 


ABU DHABI- (AFP) — 
Arab states are relying heavi- 
ly on farm imports to feed 
their people despite having 
enough arable land at their 
disposal, an official report 
has said. 

The 22 members of the 


Arab League imported S13.7 
billion worth of foodstuffs in 


1992 compared with S13.03 
billion in 1991. said the re- 
port by the Khartoum-based 
Arab Organisation for Agri- 
cultural Development 
(AO AD). 


Exports were still far lag- 
ins behind imports, creating- 


ging behind imports, creating- 
a food gap of S9.77 billion in 
1992 and SS.63 billion in 
1991. said the report, pub- 
lished by the United Arab 
Emirates' semi-official daily 
A1 Irtihad. 

It was the latest official 
report on the Arab food sec- 
tor. which attracts nearly a 
third of the Arab workforce. 

Lack of funds and technol- 
ogy as well as a poor infras- 
tructure, inadequate farm 
policies and failure to exploit 


the cultivated areas has 
meant the food gap. the dif- 
ference between exports and 
imports, has persisted for de- 
cades. 

Official Arab estimates 
show less than a quarter of 
the region’s total arable area 
of around 14S million hec- 
tares is being exploited. 

Wars and political instabil- 
ity in such fertile countries as 
Iraq. Somalia, Sudan. 
Morocco. Egypt and Leba- 
non are also blamed for the 
low productivity. 

The gap has steadily wide- 
ned over the past 15 years, 
reaching more than $150 bil- 
lion, according to the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund. 

The oil-rich Gulf states 
have remained the biggest 
Arab food importers given 
their arid desert, with farm 
imports exceeding S8 billion a 
year. 

" AOAD. one of the Arab 
League's main institutions, 
said cereal topped the Arab 
food imports list, accounting 


for 36 per cent, followed by 
dairy products, oil and fat, 
sugar and meat. 

Egypt emerged as the big- 
gest cereals importer, accent- 
ing for 20 per cent of the total 
Arab cereal imports. Saudi 
Arabia imported 10 per cent, 
Morocco eight per cent, and 
Libya, Iraq and Yemen, 
seven per cent each. 

The report showed cereal 
production in the Arab 
World declined to 39.8 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1992 from 42.9 
million tonnes in 1991 and its 
'cultivated areas dropped to 
27.9 millioQ hectares from 
28.5 million hectares. 

Wheat output, which 
accounts for 47 per cent of 
the total cereal production, 
plunged by 15 per cent in 1S.7 
million tonnes from 21.9 mil- 
lion tonnes. 

“The decline is mainly due 
to a serious deterioration in 
production in Iraq and 
-Morocco due to scarce rain 
and a drop in cultivated areas 
and productivity,” the study 
said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Scavengers in the Philip- 
pines. Auto junkyards and 
mechanics in America. Gar- 
bage collectors in Mali. Sing- 
le mothers in Mississippi. De- 
signers in Holland. Lawmak- 
ers in Germany. 

All were described in a 


report as pioneers in econo- 
mic change promising mil- 
lions of new jobs. 

In its study, Worldwatcfa 
Institute, a private. 
Washington-based conserva- 
tive organisation, called the 
changes “the next efficiency 
revolution.” 

They involve harnessing 
human ingenuity and effort 
to reduce consumption of 
natural resources and energy 
through reuse of wastes and 
innovative design, said au- 
thors John Young and Aaron 
Sadis. 

“The biggest payoff may 
eventually be in the most 


endangered and precious of 
all assets: Jobs.” they said. 

Recycling is moving from 
its supporting role in waste 
disposal to a preferred 
method of getting the max- 
imum return from a shrinking 
supply of virgin resources, 
said the report. 

Steel, packaging, timber 
and other resource-based in- 
dustries are resisting. It said. 
But Worldwatcfa predicted 
the “revolution” will come 
from the combined political 
pressure of environmental- 
ists, taxpayers and rural and 
urban communities distressed 
by unemployment, “down- 
sized” industries and floods 
of waste. 

“The biggest boom” could 
be in engineering and design, 
as companies develop proces- 
ses for extracting and com- 
bining reusables ■ and scrap 
with smaller amounts of new 
material, Mr. Sachs said. 


And builders and architects 
would give more attention to 
landscaping, natural lighting 
and heating economies, far 
offsetting custom design 
costs. 

“In Amsterdam, for inst- 
ance, the Internationale 
Nederlanden Bank erected a 
new headquarters in 1987 
that, thanks to careful inter- 
disciplinary design, uses 90 
per cent less energy than its 
predecessor,” boosted work- 
er productivity and cut 
absenteeism 15 per cent. 

Recycling has become a 
growth industry in the United 
States, where 39 per cent of 
die population is now served 
by nearly 6,700 municipal 
curbside pickup programmes. 
But government direction is 
much more aggressive in 
Europe, especially Germany, 
the study said. 

Germany’s 1991 packaging 
ordinance made industry re- 


sponsible for waste, bring- 
ing “virtual elimination of 
certain types of redundant 
packaging” such as boxes for 
toothpaste tabes. “Similar 
programmes are being de- 
veloped for automobiles and 
electronics.” 


The number of U.S. news- 
print recycling plants has 
grown since 1988 from nine 
to 29, and a major new paper 
mill has located near Phi- 
ladelphia rather than in log- 
ging country. Beginning next 
year, U.S. government paper 
purchases win be required to 
contain at least 20 per cent 
recycled material. 


UI.S. employment in auto 
manufacturing grew only 
three per cent during the 
1980s, compared to 50 per 
cent m car repairing, Messers 
Young and Sachs said. Car 
junkyards are developing ex- 
pertise and computers for 


finding reusable parts. 

A premier commodity 
market, the Chicago Board 
of Trade, plans to start trad- 
ing in used materials next 
year, Woridwstdr noted. 

Gulf coast recycfing in Mis- 
sissippi employs mostly 
minority women and single 
mothers, both providing jobs 
and easing social stress m * 
high unemployment area, 
Worldwatch said. 

A private company in 
Bamako, Mali, called Gie 
Beseya collects and sorts 
municipal waste, tu r n in g part 
of it not saleable composts. 

The World Bank bas begun 
supporting the Philippines’ 
Ganda “dean and 
beautiful” network of scaven- 
gers who comb reusables 
from Manila trash, a prog- 
ramme that Worldwatch said 
has spawned numerous small 
businesses. 


Iranian president admits 


economic ills gripping country 


World Bank: Development 
of financia l market tops 
Russian reform programme 


Japan approves 630 trillion yen 


public works programme 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese government Friday 
approved a 10-year. 630 tril- 
lion yen ($6 3 trillion) public 
works programme from April 
1995 to improve infrastruc- 
ture and living conditions in 
an aging sodety, officials 
said. 

The programme — which 
should also stimulate the eco- 
nomy. boosting domestic de- 
mand for imports — will re- 
place the current 430 trillion 
yen 10-year programme sche- 
duled to end March 2001, the 
officials said. 

The programme would in- 
crease fund allocation for the 
improvement of living condi- 
tions. welfare and cultural 
amenities in Japan from 60 
per cent of die total funds to 
as much as 65 per cent, an 
economic research staff said. 

It also provides for the 
supply of 1.6 million houses 
in the centre of major cities, 
improved sewerage services, 
and better traffic safety facili- 
ties for the handicapped and 
elderly. 

It also calls for develop- 
ment of an optical fiber net- 
work, led by the private sec- 
tor. Also provided for is the 
introduction of new waste 
disposal system, in which re- 
sources and energy wfll be 
efficiently recycled. 

The plan, which was en- 
dorsed by the cabinet Friday, 
was based on a recommenda- 
tion made Thursday by an 
Economic Planning Agency 
panel. 

Economic Planning Agen- 
cy Director-General Masahi- 
ko Komura fold a press con- 
ference after the cabinet 
meeting that the programme 
would “for sure help contri- 
bute (to boosting the) domes- 


tic demand-led economy.” 
He said he believed the 


plan would be “rated suffi- 
ciently overseas” in terms of 
its benefits in improving the 
country's current account im- 
balance. 

The United States and 
other major industrialised na- 
tions have repeatedly called 
on Japan to reduce its huge 
current account surplus. 

Mr. Komura added that 
the government was not con- 
sidering a further hike in the 
controversial consumption 
tax. Japan last month 
adopted a tax reform plan 
which increased the con- 
sumption tax from current 
three per cent to five per cent 
from April 1997. 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura at a 
separate press conference 
said a further hike in the tax 
was “not a precondition'' for 
funding the plan. 

International Trade and 
Industry Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto welcomed the 
plan, calling for early imple- 
mentation of measures map- 
ped in it. 

“We need to (bring) for- 
ward the implementation as 
much as posable,” he was 
quoted as saying at a separate 
press conference Friday. 

The programme would 
lead to a meaningful shrink- 
age in Japan’s global current 
account surplus, he said. 

While the plan is seen by 
analysts as a bid by Japan to 
improve trade relations with 
its major partners by showing 
willingness to reduce its cur- 
rent account surplus, details 
of how tbe government 
would actually implement the 
programme were not yet 
available, they said. 


Shinya Yasumatsu, an eco- 
nomic research staff member 
at DKB Research Institute 
Corp. said the plan showed 
die government's resolve “to 
cope with tiie aging sodety 
while it still has savings sur- 
plus. It is a right idea. 

“Basically, it will pump 
Japan's savings surplus info 
domestic investment, so it is 
to be welcomed,” he said. 

However, Mr. Yasumatsu 
said the relatively nominal 
investment figure did “not 
mean much” in terms of con- 
cretely changing dtizens’ 
lives. 

Analysts have said that 
although the plan's budget 
appears larger than the ex- 
isting one, it would only rep- 
resent a modest increase in 
spending levels. 

Also an a critical note, Jiji 
Press news agency said mea- 
sures cited in the programme 
had “no punch”. 

“How much the public 
works investment increases 
compared with the previous 
programme is not dear in 
real terms.” 

The agency added that the 
new plan did not clarify what 
kind of economy and what 
qualify of life it envisioned 
for dtizens. The source for 
funds was also “vague”, it 
noted. 

Tokyo has been reviewing 
the existing public works 
programme with a view to 
stimulating domestic consum- 
er demand, in line with a 
pledge made by Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Mnrayama at 
the July summit of the Group 
of Seven industrialised na- 
tions — Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Bri- 
tain and the United States — 
in Naples. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Velayati 
Has he mi Rafsanjani Friday 
acknowledged for the first 
time the country’s economic 
crisis, blaming unscrupulous 
trades in the powerful baazar 
for soaring inflation. 

Speaking at Friday prayers 
at Tehran University, Mr. 
Rafsanjani disclosed that the 
government intended to in- 
troduce a “serious program- 
me” to control prices from 
production to distribution at 
retail level. 

He said the programme 


was to be launched in March 
1995 at the beginning of the 
second five-year develop- 
ment programme, but that 
the “existing situation” called 
for an “urgent" move. 

The president blamed sky- 
rocketing inflation on “des- 
tructive and devilisb of ac- 
tions started since a couple 
months ago by elements” in 
the baazar. 

“I seriously warn ail those 
who are involved in disrupt- 
ing a feir conduct of busi- 
ness,'' he said without spe- 
cifying what measures would 


be taken. “Profiteers should 
know that goods should not 
be hoarded in* the country's 
warehousese.” 

Prices have risen sharply in 
Iran in the past few months 
with the cost of basic goods 
having jumped as much as 
150 per cent since the sum- 
mer. 

The situation has triggered 
discontent among the popula- 
tion and mounting criticism 
of the government free- 
■ market policies from political 
and conservative religious 
circles. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Development of the Russian 
capital and securities markets 
is the top priority for Russian 
reformers anxious to lure 
foreign investment, tbe 
World Bank said in a report. 

“Such markets win offer 
greater investor protection 
and property acquisition 
opportunities as well as help 
privatised firms address the 
need for improved corporate 
governance,” the bank re- 
ported. 

The massive stabilisation 
and restructuring programme 
for the Russian economy is 
well under way, with results 
the bank termed “impress- 


ive.” 

By tbe end of June, some 

85.000 small businesses and 

12.000 to 14,000 medium and 
large concerns had been 
privatised, allowing some 144 
million Russians to become 
stockholders, the bank re- 
ported. 

But these stockholders are 
mainly tbe former employees 
or directors of these firms 
and it is still necessary to 
enlarge tbe pool of Russian 
stockholders and press on 
with efforts to liberalise title 
transfers, the bank said. 

To that end, some 650 pri- 
vate investment funds have 
been created . 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 9, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is an unusually good day and 
'evening for you tn m d i nr ri w-iy fit in with the henf rvf aiHiiwmiw* 
and conditions about you. Put your best foot forward with everyone 
and reap tbe benefits. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Although you may feel hemmed in, 
don't let it upset you and go skngwith present situations. Avoid 
d i sagreements until dose mends. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Handle your own affaire yourself 
today since friends and acquaintances could be di sa ppo in ting with 
their suggestions. Enjoy a quiet evening; 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is not a good day to be in the 
outride world or to argue with any higher-ups. Think over credit 
affaire and plan to pay soon. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Seriously study any 
philosophical matters and get the most our of them. Keep out of 
problem situations and be happy. 

LEO : (July 22 to August 21) Don’t take any risks in c on ver sa tions 
with others today, since everyone seems to be under some kind of 
tension and anxiety. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) It is best to be cooper a tive 
with airy partners since opposition could bring much trouble to you. 
Take things in stride for success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Forget business worries 
winch can best be handled tomorrow and get a good day’s rest. 
Enjoy a quiet evening at home with your mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a good day to really 
Eve the good life and be kind toward o there who are having a 
difficult tune. Don't overspend on things. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You and kin may. 
fed hemmed in today, but let faith make you more courageous and 
outgoing. Avoid moot subjects which are not benefidaL 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may be Ceding 
pugnacious today, so calm down ami be more objective- and 


thoughtful towards others. Take time to study an idea. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If going over financial 
status, plan how to save money in the future instead of spending it. 
Seek advisors for sug ge sti o ns. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You feel upset and irate today, 
so t hin k pleasant thoughts and go to channing places to snap out of 
it. Avoid large groups of people today. 
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Japan warns Asia, 

L. America over abrupt 
change in capital flow 

MADRID (AFP) — Bank of capital markets,” be said. 
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Japan governor Yasusbi 
Mieno has warned Asia and 
Latin America to be wary of 
abrupt changes in capital 
flows, urging the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
devote more resources to this 
area. 

“The developing countries 
of Asia and Latin America 
continue to show high growth 
and attract massive capital 
flows,” the Japanese central 
bank chief told the Interim 
Compiittee of the IMF at its 
43rd annual meeting in Mad- 
rid. 

Mr. Mieno said this was 
“encouraging” as such flows 
were a “crucial source for 
growth” in developing coun- 
tries. 

“However, this is also an 
important macro economic 
policy issue for these develop- 
ing countries in that an 
abrupt change in capital flows 
could prove disruptive to 
their domestic financial and 


capital markets,” be said. 

Mr. Mieno urged Asian 
and Latin American coun- 
tries to continue stable mac- 
roeconomic policies and 
“strengthen measures to ad- 
just monetary conditions in 
domestic markets in order to 
cope with sudden changes in 
flows. 

“The fund should continue 
to devote even greater re- 
search efforts in this area, 
and to stand ready to respond 
flexibly to the changes in the 
world economy and financial 
markets as a provider of cat- 
alytic resources with a view to 
encouraging the borrowing 
countries to adopt adjust- 
ment policies,” he said. 

Japan is a leading investor 
in Asia, ranking as the top 
provider of direct investment 
m Asian securities markets. 
Short-term capital flows from 
Japan are also increasing as 
Japanese banks refocus their 
global lending towards Asia. 


PARIS (AFP) — World air- 
lines will need some 13,400 
new planes over the next 20 
years, worth a total of $1, 000 
billion, according to the 
European aircraft manufac- 
turer Airbus Industrie. 

Some 31 per cent of orders 
will come from South East 
Asia, 33 per cent from North 
America and 24 per cent 
from Europe, the manufac- 
turer has said. 

Some 41 per cent of orders 
will come from the world's 
top 13 airline companies. 

Of the 8,500 airliners in 
service at the end of 1991, S3 
per cent will have to be re- 


placed by the year 2011. 

Over the next 20 years, 
airline traffic should increase 
by an annual rate of 5.4 per 
cent, with the Asia-Pascific 
region growing at 7.4 per cent 
a year. 

Large capacity aircraft will 
offer 71 per cent of seats over 
this period, compared to 29 
per cent for single-aisle air- 
craft. 

Nearly 40 per cent of new 
orders will be for large capac- 
ity aircraft. 

Airbus believes the con- 
struction of an A3XX-rype 
aircraft, with a capacity of 
850 passengers, would offer 
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Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Ltd. 
Amman-Jordan 

Teubr hnrttetiou for preqaafifkatka and bidding No. 146/94 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces tender 
invitation No. 146/94 for building the waste heat boiler in 
platforming unit No. 1 1 to recover the waste heat from the 
hot fuel gases of the unit heaters to produce 1 7 tonnes of 
steam per hour at 20 bar. This project includes the design, 
supply of materials and equipment to Aqaba port or to site 
commissioning, test run and supervision and the accom- 
panying facilities as well as all civil, mechanical and 
electrical works related to the new installations on the 
basis of (C & F lump sum price) construction and erection 
at the site shall be carried out by (JOPETROL) under 
supervision of the contractor (manufacturer). 
Contractors who possess experience in this field and are 
qualified financially and technically and who wish to 
participate in the above tender are invited to submit their 
prequalrfication documents not later than 12:00 hrs. on 
24/11/1994. 

Prequalification documents should include the following: 

1- Financial capability of the contractor, financial refer- 
ences are to be provided. 

2- Technical capability of the contractor including details 
of experience and background of personnel, speci- 
fications of available equipment, etc. 

3- Detailed documents showing similar projects executed 
by the contractor. Full names and addresses of firms 
and details of projects including contract cost and 
completion periods. 

Results of prequalification shall be announced and 
advised to participants as soon as they become 
available. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from 
the company's head office at the First Circle-Jabal 
Amman against non-refundable JD (300) per set not 
later than 5/12/1994. 

Offers should be submitted by qualified contractors to 
the company’s head office not later than 12:00 hrs. 
Sunday 29/1/1995. 

Chairman Board of Directors 
Abdul Majeed Shoman 
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good sale perspectives and it 
intends holding talks with air- 
line companies and airport 
authorities on the project. 

Since the beginning of the 
year. Airbus has put in ser- 
vice 66 planes, compared to 
138 last year and 157 in 1992. 

Order-books are tilling up 
with 69 orders since the be- 
ginning of the year, com- 
pared to only 38 for the 
whole of 1993 and 136 in 

1992. 

Israeli 

car 

market 

booms 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Car 
sales are booming in Israel 
and with record figures pre- 
dicted for 1994 British lux- 
ury manufacturer Jaguar 
has decided to seek a share 
of the market for the first 
time. 

Some 106,000 private 
cars were sold in Israel last 
year and the importers* 
association expects the 
numbers to soar to 115,000 
for 1994. 

Japan's Mitsubishi leads 
the field with 16.9 per cent 
of the market followed by 
Subaru (15.8 per cent) and 
Fiat on 10.8 per cent). 

From March, Jaguar will 
offer three basic models 
ranging from $100,000 to 
$133,000, said the firm's 
new representative Yair 
Ankori. 

“We’ve already taken an 
order for the most expen- 
sive model,” Mr. Ankori 
said. 

The Bank of Israel has 
predicted five per cent. \ 
growth in Gross National 
Product this year compared 
with 3.4 per cent last year. 
Imports have surged more 
than 11 per cent in the first 
half of the year compared | 
with the same period of 

1993. 
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The first* best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

MnawaybanBabln 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 • 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. S3B96B 
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Business 
as usual 
in Gulf 
despite 
Iraqi troop 
build up 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Banking and stocks activity 
in the Gulf remained nor- 
mal while ships continued 
to ply the waters on Satur- 
day despite the reports of 
Iraqi troop movements 
near the Kuwaiti border, 
dealers said. 

Unlike in Kuwait where 
people flooded supermar- 
kets and huddled around 
television and radio sets, 
there was no unusual activ- 
ity in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and other 
Gulf countries. 

“What is happening be- 
tween Kuwait and Iraq has 
had no impact on our busi- 
ness and dealings with 
other banks in the region. 
There was also no unusual 
withdrawal of money," a 
UAE bank manager told 
AFP. 

“I don’t see any justifica- 
tion for panic because the 
situation now is quite diffe- 
rent from that which occur- 
red before the 1990 inva- 
sion,” he said. 

Although oil prices shot 
up by more than $1 on 
Friday on the U.S. reports 
of Iraqi forces heading for 
the Kuwaiti border, they 
are unlikely to climb furth- 
er unless Iraqi forces enter 
Kuwait, according to oil 
analysts. 

They noted Iraq’s milit- 
ary power bad been largely 
weakened by the U.S.- 
dominated international 
coalition during the 1991 
Gulf war and the ensuing 
U.N. disarmament prog- 
ramme. 

“The reason while oil 
prices increased yesterday 
is that they are generally 
very sensitive to any factor. 
The increase was quite 
natural.” one exporter 
said. 

“Iraq’s actions could 
have sent some shock 
waves across the region but 
I do not think Western 
powers will allow it to bully 
the region any more," a 
UAE-based Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“Ironically, it is benefit- 
ing Gulf states. Imagine 
how much a $1 rise in oil 
prices means for countries 
which produce nearly one 
fifth of the world’s crude 
output,” he pointed out. 

Crude prices rocketed 
above $40 just after Iraq 
troops seized Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, 1990, and 
threatened Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf producers. 

The invasion caused a 
marker loss of around four 
million barrels per day due 
to a halt in Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti crude exports. But 
prices quickly fell when 
Saudi Arabia and other 
producers maximised out- 
put. 

A UAE stockbroker also 
reported business as usual 
on Saturday. “There were 
several transactions in the 
stock market today. Inves- 
tors appear not bothered 
by the developments in 
Iraq," he said. 

“Many of them believe 
Iraq is just bluffing. They 
think it will not dare attack 
Kuwait because the emi- 
rate has defence pacts with 
several countries and an 
attack will only harden the 
U.N. stance against lifting 
the embargo.” he added. 

Shipping sources said 
there was no unusual activ- 
ity in Gulf waters apart 
from intensified coast 
guard patrols in the UAE 
to intercept vessels coming 
from plague-hit India. 

The United States, which 
has the biggest foreign nav- 
al presence in the Gulf, 
said Friday it was despatch- 
ing an aircraft carrier while 
Britain planned to send a 
frigate to Kuwait at its re- 
quest. 
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S. Korea moves into 2nd in gold- medal race 


- HIROSHIMA (AP) — Chi- 
na’s Lu Bin swam to her 
'‘-■fourth gold medal of the 
'•’'■Asian Games Saturday, 
i thanks in part to a slip by her 
'-■■woHd record-holding team- 
<tndte, while South Korea 
f ‘ edged into second in the gold 
'-■‘'standings. 

- Xiong Guoming, of the 
• * ‘weaker men’s part of the 


'■-Chinese swimming team, also 
?>won a fourth gold. 
c*. ’-While the Chinese were 
-completing a dean sweep of 
all the women’s swimming 
. races here and padding their 
. . -lead in the overall medals 
".race, five nations — 
", Malaysia, Vietnam, Kuwait, 
' . Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan 
• were winning their first 
\ .golds of the games. 

. In all, 11 different nations 
'won golds Saturday, includ- 
ing Syria in swimming, 
^ Taiwan in taekwondo and 
a Kazakhstan in shooting and 
.weightlifting. 

.South Korea advanced in 
the standings with victories in 


archery and shooting and two 
in its native fighting art of 
taekwondo. 

Japan, with golds in bowl- 
ing and swimming, fell to 
third in golds but gained a 
measure of revenge on the 
Qiinese swimmers by beating 
them by 3V£ seconds in the 
final race on the programme, 
the men’s 400-metre medley 
relay. 

China’s four swimming 
golds for the day, two in 
shooting and one each in 
fencing and table tennis gave 
it a total of 62, to South 
Korea's 24 and japan’s 22. 
Kazakhstan had four. Taiwan 
and Syria two each, and the 
five new gold medallist na- 
tions and Iran and India one 
each. 

In total medals, China led 
with 116 to 88 for Japan and 
51 for South Korea. Kazakh- 
stan had 21' and Taiwan 15. 

Meanwhile, games officials 
formally announced the ex- 
pulsion of Thailand’s soccer 
captain, Sirisak Kadalee. for 


Asian Games 

testing positive for stimulant 
drugs. He was the first 
athlete expelled from these 
games for doping. The Asian 
Football Confederation said 
he has been suspended at 
least until December. 

Two of the new nations in 
the gold medal column — 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia — 
won theirs in shooting. 
Malaysia won in bowling, 
Vietnam in taekwondo and 
Turkmenistan in weightlift- 
ing. 

In the pool, Chinese world 
record-holder Le Jingyi was 
disqualified for a false start in 
the 50-metre freestyle and Lu 
raced to victory in 25.68 
seconds, ahead of two 1 
Japanese. She ended the 
games with four golds and 
two silvers. 

Xiong won the 200 indi- 
vidual medley in a games 
record 2 minutes, 3.29 
seconds, with Thailand's 
Ratapong Sirisanont second 
in 2:04.16. 


Xiong finished with four 
golds and one silver, but his 
was the only victory of the 
day for the Chinese men, 
who took gold in eight of 16 
races in all. 

Japan won the men's 400 
medley relay in an Asian 
record 3:41.70, with China 
second in 3:45.28. 

Syria's HLsham Masri won 
the men's 1,500 in a games 
record of 15:29.70. Nearly 
two seconds ahead of Japan’s 
Masato Hi ran o. 

Completing the sweep for 
the women were Liu Lunin, 
who led a Chinese 1-2 sweep 
in the 200 butterfly in an 
Asian record 2:06.72. And 
He Cihong, who led another 
1-2 finish in the 200 back- 
stroke in a games record 
2:09.46. 

South Korea swept all 
three medals in women’s in- 
dividual archery. Lee Eun- 
Kyoung beat Lira Jung- Ah 
9-8 in a shootout for the gold. 
And teammate Han Hee- 
Jeong beat Mongolia’s Jargal 


Otgon by the same score in 
another shootout for the 
bronze. 

'In its native spore of taek- . 
wondo, however, it managed 
only two golds in four weight 
dases. It had no entries in the 
other two divisions. 

Chin Seung-Tae, South 
Korea, stopped Jordan's 
Mohammad Sari Zu’bi for 
the flyweight title and -Kim 
Kyun-Yong beat the Philip- 
pines’ Robert Vargas in 
featherweight. 

But Vietnam's Tran Quang 
Ha beat. S. Alfons Lung Tek- 
wan Beraan of Indonesia for 
gold in Bantamweight, and 
Chang Jung-San of Taiwan 


outpointed Riyandi Lugi of 
Indonesia for the finweigfat 
title. 

Japan's Kengo Yamamoto 
and Hiroshi Yamamoto be- 
came double gold medallists 
when they teamed with Kosa- 
ku Tatemoto for victory in 
men’s trios bowling. The pair 
earlier had taken the doubles 
gold. 
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BONN (R) — Franz Becken- 
bauer will run for the post of 
chairman of German cham- 
.pions Bayern Munich, the 
chib he joined as a fresh- 
, faced teenager in the 1960s 
,apc{ led to a string of 
, triumphs in the 1970s. 

• . • The nomination of Beck- 
■eubauer, who both captained 
and coached West Germany 
to World Cup triumphs, was 
announced at a news confer- 
ence Friday night after a 
! meeting of the Bayern board. 

Beckenbauer was seen as 
J the ideal compromise candi- 
i date, saving Germany's weal- 
! thiest and most successful 
] club from a potentially 
; damaging internal battle for 
> office. 

! " Board members had feared * 
) a fight for the top job be- 


tween current chairman Fritz 
Scherer, who wanted to stay in 
office, and vice-chairman 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, 
like Beckenbauer a former 
captain of West Germany. 

The meeting nominated 
Scherer and Rummenigge as 
vice-chairmen. 

Defending champions 
Bayern are anxious to avoid 
major internal rows after a 
far from convincing start to 
the season under new Italian 
coach Giovanni Trapttoni. 

The candidates' names 
need to be approved by the 
club’s members at a meeting 
month. 

The sports agency SID said 
Beckenbauer, who had pre- 
viously denied any interest in 
the Bayern job, changed his 
mind in a closed-door meet- 


ing with top board members 
in Munich Thursday which 
lasted 2!£ hours. 

“Kaiser" Franz inspired 
football fans worldwide in the 
1960s and 1970s with his cool 
authority, rare skill and crea- 
tive interpretation of the 
libero role he virtually in- 
vented. 

He captained West Ger- 
many when they won the 
1974 World Cup on home soil 
and led them to the trophy 
once more as team chief at 
the 1990 World Cup in Italy. 

Beckenbauer, who led 
Bayern to three consecutive 
European Cup triumphs in 
the mid-1970s, came back in 
an emergency to coach the 
dub to the German league 
title in 1994. 

Although he turns 50 next 
year, the Bavarian postman's 
son still looks as lean and fit 


as in his playing days and it 
has seemed almost inevitable 
he would end up running 
Bayern. 

With his impeccable jack- 
ets and suits, diplomacy and 
love of golf, Becken bauer. 
currently one of Bayern’s 
vice-chairmen, looks every 
inch the top-class executive. 

He had a brief, unsuccess- 
ful spell helping guide French 
dub Marseille but failure is 
rare for the versatile Bava- 
rian who has also turned his 
hand to doing advertisements 
for a Japanese computer firm 
and appearing as a television 
presenter. 

Asked whether Becken- 
bauer could continue with all 
his other media commitments 
and still be an efficient 
Bayern president, Scherer 
said: “If his name is Franz 
Beckenbauer, yes he can." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Rrst floor. Consists of three bedrooms, two. 
bathrooms, two salons, utilities, telephone, gar- 
age and central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufyan Street, behind 
Marriott Hotel and near Cipal Rower Shop. 
For information please call 663266 - home or 664599 - office. 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
VILLAS AND APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT _ 

Alla’ Establishment for Real Estate Services. We have 
furnished villas and apartments suitable for diplomatic 
missions, businessmen, students and tourists in the 
suburbs of West Amman. 

— Please contact: 863094 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, 
sitting room, living room, spacious kitchen with 
veranda, separate central heating, spacious garden 
with special parking with 200-square metre in area. 
Sweileh-Eastem side-opposite Al Inmaa Ijtimai (So- 
cial Development) Garden 

Tel 833201 


-FOR RENT 

1. Furnished deluxe villa consisting of 4 bedrooms and 
utilities plus sauna located in Abdoun. 

2. American style villa consisting of 4 bedrooms and 
facilities plus Jaccuzi and fire place. 

3. We have furnished and unfurnished villas and flats in 
Western Amman. 

Um Uthaina Real Estate Establishment - 
Tel. 828921 


HIROSHIMA (R) — 
Japanese newspapers have 
blasted the United Arab 
Emirates soccer team for us- 
ing its wealth to avoid staying 
in the cramped athletes vil- 
lage at the Asian Games. 

“They’re so rich," read the 
headline in one newspaper on 
Saturday. 

The newspaper said the 
UAE team were staying at a 
20.000 yen (S200) a night 
luxury hotel in Fukuoka and 
are commuting to their games 
in Hiroshima by bullet train, 
a journey which takes one 
hour. 

“The village is unpleasant 
because there are nine in one 
room and only one shower,” 
one newspaper quoted a 
UAE official as saying. 

“It's better to stay in 
Fukuoka at the village," he 
said. 

The criticism comes with 
the UAE leading Group D in 
the games soccer tournament 
with 4 points while Japan is 
tied for second with Qatar 
with two points each. 

Only two teams advance 
and the UAE and Qatar play 
Sunday while Japan takes on 
Burma. 

The Japanese team are also 
staying outside the village but 
the newspapers did not say 
where. 



Message From 


'1-^^ 





" ERRATUM " 


CORRECTION 0 

By mistake our advertising agent called Vis.a.Vis - 
a Disco - teque. Actually it is NOT a disco teque:- 

It is a CD.i.Teque. 

What is a CD.i.Teque - It is : 

A Compact Audio - Visual Entertainment 
v Centre & Dance Pub ^ 

All set with Electrifying lights 
No doubt it's new - 

It is also compact.. For Smell Is Beautiful. 

It may get crowded 

but the fun is partly in the crowd 

Our Advertising agent apologised - He's never seen G CD. i. teque. 



Have you ! 

v > . • : ~ ;..T -f/ 

. - - - ' • . r. 

End Of Message From ! : 

' s. ' 'Vl . * T V • v T v„-. * 
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FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped salon and dining 
room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas, separate 
spacious garage, separate entrance, garden and 
central heating. The building has only two flats. 
Location: Mecca Street near Kilo Centre 
Tel.: 862007 


FOR SALE 

1988 Volvo, 740 GL, fully equipped, KM 38,000 only - duty 
unpaid, JD10.000. 

1980 Renault, 30 TX V-G, fuel injection, fully-equipped, 
KM 85,000 only - duty paid, JD6.000. 

On view - Amman Marriott Hotel taxi stand. 




Jordan wins 1st medal 

Jordan’s Mohammad Sari Zn’bi leans on with Zu’bi taldng the sflver, Jordan’s first 
South Korea’s Chin Seung-Tae after being medal of the games. Later Saturday, Zn’bi 
utiured during their flyweigL taekwondo final received a cable from His Royal Highness 
bout Saturday at the 12th Asian Games. Chin Crown Prince Ht«an congratulating him on 
defeated the injured Zu’bi to take the gold, the achievement (AFP photo) 


Sukova s inks Navratilova 


ZURICH (R) — Veteran 
Martina Navratilova’s hopes 
of a 168th career title were 
dashed by unseeded Helena 
Sukova of the Czech Repub- 
lic in the quarter-finals of the 
women’s European Indoor 
tennis tournament Friday. 

Sukova, for five years a top 
20 player but now ranked a 
lowly 41st, beat the Czech- 
born American number one 
seed 7-5, 3-6, 6-4. 

Navratilova, who will be 38 
later this month and plans to 
retire at the end of the year, 
was never at ease against the 
lanky Sukova, nine years her 
junior and, at 1.88 metres, 
one of the tallest players on 
the women’s rirenit. 

“She (Sukova) hit the win- 
ners. Sbe played very well. I 
played the best I could but 
lost. I kept trying but she was 
better on the big points. And 
I made a lot of unforced 
errors,” Navratilova said. 

The American, ranked 
fourth in the world and 


beaten finalist here in the last 
two years, added: “I am 
naturally very disappointed. 
This was one I wanted so 
much to win on my last visit." 

With world number one 
Steffi Graf of Germany ab- 
sent because on injury, this 
tournament was deemed to 
be the easiest for Navratilova 
to win before her final bow. 

But she was unable to get 
her swerving left-handed 
serve working throughout 
much of the two-hour match. 

Her famed serve and volcy 
game was rarely in evidence 
and when she did go to the 
net sbe was frequently left 
stranded as Sukova passed 
her with ease. 

Sukova, who fell out of the 
top 10 in 1989, said: “This 
win is a great boost for any 
morale. I have been playing 
well in the first two rounds 
and was very confident but I 
surprised even myself by 
some points that I won." 



J.U.S.T. 


The Faculty of Dentistry announces that a comprehensive course 
wl be held to prepare candidates for the Primary Dental 
Feltovvshfp examination which Is scheduled to be conducted in 
JUST during July 1995. 

IS? ^ win be 7 months commencing on 

Monday 17th Oct S4 and extending until the end of May 1995 
The course will be held from 4.30 - 6.30 p.m. on Mondays and ail 
day on Thursdays commencing at 9 am. During Ramadan there 
will be special arrangements. The course will be limited to 30 


Those who are lntereated should write ASAP to Doan. 
Faculty of Dentistry, JUST, P.O. Box 3030, Irbid-Jordan? 


FOR RENT 

Available For Rent: 

☆ Four' large apartments: preferably to one 
tenant, but will consider individual tenants. 
Each apartment is comprised of 4 large 
bedrooms including a master suite, a large 
reception area, living and dining rooms, a 
very spacious kitchen, and balconies from 
the living rooms and kitchen. 

Annual Rent: JD11,000 per residence 

☆ Roof: At 470 sq. metres, the roof offers 
spacious surroundings that include, two 
sitting rooms, a dining room, a living room, a 
master suite, two additional bedrooms, each 
with adjoining bathrooms, a study, and 
patios/balconies that stretch the entire peri- 
meter of the residence and provide a beauti- 
ful view of Amman. 

Annual Rent: JD16.000 
For information call: 637421 


Ramos hoaxed by 
false report 
of gold medal 

MANILA (R) — Philippine 
swimmer Akiko Thomson 
was puzzled by President 
Fidel Ramos’ message Friday 
congratulating her on win- 
ning her country's first gold 
medal at the Asian Gaines in 
Hiroshima She bad finished 
last in Wednesday’s race. A 
facsimile message sent to 
Ramos’ office that the swim- 
mer had come first in the 
women’s 100 metres back- 
stroke was a hoax, according 
to a Ramos press office state- 
ment. Ramos’ office hastily 
withdrew the congratulatory 
message late Friday after 
being told Thomson bad not 
won a medal. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WTHOMAR SHARIF 
t TANNAH H1RSCH 

' - T '® u '* Sarv**,. tnc 

DIRECT THE DEFENSE 

Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* 8 7 4 2 
'■ Q J 5 

Q 6 

* A 10 S 4 

WEST EAST 

* A 5 * J 6 

.9 8 6 T A K 3 

10 8542 : KJ73 

*975 * Q J 6 2 

SOUTH 

* E Q 10 9 3 
: 10 7 4 2 

: a 9 

* K 3 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

1NT 2* Pass 3* 

Pass 4 * Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Six of v 
There was a slight misplay that 
went unnoticed when this rW] 
cropped up in a rubber-bridge game. 
Can you spot the perpetrator and 
the slip? 

Both North and South were a 
hide pushy in the auction. However, 
the final result was a reasonable 

spade game and. as the cards lay, the 

opening heart lead did declarer no 
harm. 

Dummy's jack of hearts was 
played to the first trick and East 
won with the king of hearts. Since it 
did not seem right to shift to a mi- 

nor suit or continue hearts. East 
returned a trump. 

W« took the ace of trumps and. 
that the openingfeS hi 
Struck oil, reverted to the nine of 
^* arta - the end of the de- 
fenae. The defenders could take the 
ace of hearts, but declarer Was able 
tnuBpa - a diamond 

™ that 
to the hand? 
fcast should have realized a hea'i* 

diamond shift was urgent, so rh., 
defender should hav^T^ ‘ 
with the ace of hearts! Nw 
when West is in with the ace nf 

t&Sd *? a e 8r of a dhjSu£f 
0X1 heartBis 
real and a diamond shift is haMr^ 

deceiving dedar- 
enNot so obvious axe the occasions 
wh« n is advisable to misrepresent 

^hand to partner gfTSSS 


* ' 
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Sports 


JORDAN SOCCER LEAGUE 


A1 Wihdat takes lead as A1 Hussein drops to 2nd place 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After five 
weeks atop the first division 
soccer standings. A! Hussein 
concede d first place to AJ 
Wihdat after surprisingly los- 
ing 2-0 to A1 Ramtha in the 
sixth week of the competition 
grouping the Kingdom’s top 

The latest results demons- 
trated most teams’ resolve 
. and ambitions as standings 
changed significantly with 
five weeks left before the first 
leg is concluded Nov. 11. 

A1 Wihdat took the lead 
after their 1-4 win over 11 th 
mace AJ Jeel; newcomers 
Kufrsoum moved to fifth 
place after their spectacular 

3- 1 win over AJ AhU who 
dropped to seventh place. 
Meanwhile, A1 Faisali scored 
an expected but important 

4- 0 win over AJ Karmel but 
remained in fourth place; A1 
Jizireh moved to sixth place 
after defeating At Qadissieh 
2-1, while AJ Arabi also 
moved up after their impress- 
ive 4-1 win over Shabab AJ 
Hussein who dropped to 
icaifa place. 

AJ Ramtha’s 2-0 win ended 
A1 Hussein's unbeaten re- 
cord. However, Al Hussein 


still have the best scoring 
record at 20-6. 

Although Al Hussein had 
toore c h a n ces to score and 
went on an early offensive, 
Al Ramtha concentrated on 
defence and Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib gave them a i-0 lead in 
the 20th minute. 

Abu Hdeib and Badran Al 
Shaqran led Al Ramtha’s 
attacks as they clearly had the 
upper band in the match 
while their opponents 
seemed slack in defence. 

Al Ramtha’s Hussein Al 
Shanaineh sealed fads team's 
vital win when be scored 
three minutes before the end. 

Al Ramtha wfll next have a 
solid chance to improve their 
third place standing when 
they meet last placed Al Kar- 
mel in the seventh week of 
the competition which begins 
Wednesday. 

At Al Mafraq Stadium, tit- 
leholders AJ Faisali did not 
have any difficulty scoring an 
impressive win over Al Kar- 
mel as they had total control 
of the match and allowed 
their opponents to threaten 
their goal only once. Losing 
half a dozen scoring chances, 
they finally opened scoring 
by Mousa Awad in the 33rd 
minute, Subhi Suleiman 41st 
minute, Jiryes Tadros 55th 


minute, and Ziyad Abu Sha- 
nab 88th minute. 

Al Faisali, going after their 
26th first division title, never- 
theless remained in fourth 
place for now and mil next 
race Ai Qadissieh. 

Al Qadissieh who main- 
tained fourth position 
throughout most of the com- 
petition last year dropped to 
ninth place after losing 2-1 to 
Al Jazixeh who played one of 
their best matches yet at Am- 
man Stadium. 

AJ Jazireii’s Walid Fataftab 
was instrumental in securing 
both his team’s goals. Murad 
Oweinah scored first for Al 
Jaareh from a header in the 
9th minute. 

Al Qadissieh equalised by 
Ihab Ma’ali halfway through 
the first half. 

Fataftah again gave 
Oweinah a clear pass to score 
their winning goal in the 61st 
minute, as AJ Jazireb's play- 
ers lost at least four other 
definite scoring chances but 
nevertheless secured a win to 
move up to 6th place. 

Al Wihdat could only man- 
age a 1-0 win over lowly AJ 
Jeel by a goal from striker 
Jihad Abdul Mun’em in the 
31st minute. 

Al AhU fell back to seventh 
place after their 3-1 loss to 


Kufrsoum who shocked their 
opponents when they scored 
their first two goals by Tham- 
er Obeidar and Mohammad 
Faisal in the 4th and 7th 
minutes of the match. 

Kufrsoum seemed deter- 
mined to clinch the win as 
they scored the third goal by 
Suleiman Obeidat in the 44th 
minute. 

Husam Ha mm ash netted 
Al AhJi's face-saving goal in 
the 85th minute. 

Al Arabi, who had scored 
only three goals throughout 
the past five weeks, scored 
four against Shabab Al Hus- 
sein and gained two points to 
move up to eight place. 

Ahmad Subhi opened scor- 


ing for Al Arabi in the 4th 
minute, and only a minute 
later Ayman Al Omari 
scored the second goal. 

Al Arabi’s players con- 
tinued to attack realising that 
they had a valid chance to 
upgrade their scoring record. 

Shabab Al Hussein scored 
their only goal by Ramadan 
in the 75th minute. 

Two minutes later Al Ara- 
bi affirmed their win with the 
goal by Mohammad Alawneh 
in die 77th minute, while 
Omari scored his second and 
his team's fourth goal in the 
final minute of the match. 

A total of 19 goals were 
scored in the sixth week com- 
pared to 21 in the fifth week. 


Standings after 4th week 


Wihdat 

Hussein 

Ramtha 

Faisali 

Kufrsoum 

Jazirefa 

AhU 

Arabi 


P W D L GF GA Pts. 
"6 6 — — 9 1 1 T~ 


6 5- 
6 3 3 
6 3 2 
6 4- 
6 3 1 


1 20 6 10 

— 10 3 9 

1 12 3 8 

2 16 15 8 

2 7 6 7 


ShbabM 

Jeel 

Karmel 


6 2 2 2 7 9 6 

6 2 1 3 7 12 5 

6 1 I 4 8 13 3 

6 1 1 4 9 16 3 

6—1 5 3 12 1 

6 — — 6 2 15 — 


Becker criticises new tennis rules, chiefs 


SYDNEY (R) — Boris Beck- 
er Saturday bitterly criticised 
new rules designed to make 
tennis more exciting, accus- 
ing the sport's ruling body of 
“moving in completely the 


wrong direction." 

In an astonishing tirade fol- 
lowing his semifinal win over 
Mark Woodforde at the Au- 
stralian Indoor cham- 
pionships, the former Wimb- 


ledon champion said the In- 
ternational Tennis Federa- 
tion (ITF) treated the world’s 
top players as ’‘puppets." 

*T don't know why they 
want to hurt the game like 


this — and they are the gov- 
erning body,” Becker, a five- 
time Grand Slam winner, 
told reporters. 

“I feel like a puppet be- 
cause no-one has asked me 


my opinion, or any of the top 
players." said the ^26-year-old 
former world number one, 
who threatened to withdraw 
from next January’s Austra- 
lian Open in protest. 
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Forest keep record intact 


LONDON (AFP) — Not- 
tingham Forest missed the 
: chance to to top of the 
English Premiership 
Saturday, but saved their 
magnificent unbeaten run 
in a thrilling 3-3 draw at 
Manchester City. 

Forest, unbeaten in 20 
matchs since March last 
season — but missing 
Dutch striker Bryan Roy 
— looked destined for de- 
feat as they trailed 3-2 at 
Maine Road with only a 
minute to go. 

Stan Collymore had 
opened the scoring for 
Forest in the 22nd-minute, 
but Irishman Niall Quinn 
had levelled four minutes 
before the break. 

Collymore notched his 
second in the 53rd minute 
with a 15-yard drive, but 
Quinn again matched him 
with an equaliser just a 
minute later and team- 
mate Steve Lomas gave 
City what looked like a 
decisive lead in the 70th. 

Substitute Ian Woan 
was Forest’s hero, grab- 
bing the vital equaliser in 
the 89th minute at Hill- 
sborough- 

League leaders Newcas- 
tle United,- who are one 
point ahead, face third- 
placed Blackburn Rovers 
Sunday. 

Reigning champions Man- 
chester United crashed to 
their third defeat of the sea- 


son, going down 1-0 to Shef- 
field Wednesday. 

David Hirst, in the starting 
line-up after three matches 
on the bench, rewarded Shef- 
field Wednesday manager 
Trevor Francis* feith with a 
match-winning 44th-minute 
strike, bis first of the season. 

United, playing without 
foreign strikers Eric Cantona 
of France and Andrei Kans- 
chelskis of Russia because of 
European Championship 
qualifiers, are now beginning 
to lose contact with the top. 
clubs. 

Liverpool moved into third 
place after two goals from 
Robbie Fowler earned them 
a 3-2 win over Aston Villa at 
Anfield. 

All of Arsenal's strikers 
got on the score sheet as the 
Gunner blasted Wimbledon 
3-1 in die London derby at 
Selhurst Park. 

Ian Wright struck his 10th 
goal of the season in the 11th 
minute, Alan Smith added a 
second and Kevin Campbell 
made it 3-0. 

Wimbledon hard man Vin- 
nie Jone pulled one back for 
the Dons. 

Chelsea hammered strug- 
gling Leicester 4-0, cracking 
two goals in the first four 
minutes at Stamford Bridge. 

John Spencer put the Lon- 
doners ahead after just 19 
seconds, and Leicester, 
dumped out of the League 
Cup by second division 
Brighton in midweek, were 
left reeling when Gavin 
Peacock added a second. 

Spencer .got his second in 


the 49th minute and Neil 
Shipperley completed- the 
rout. 

Southampton notched 
their fifth successive -win, 
thanks to Channel Islands 
magician Matthew le Tissier. 

Despite losing goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar with; a fa- 
cial injury after only five mi- 
nutes, Southampton soon 
had the match by the scruff of 
the neck — Le Tissier send- 
ing through a superb ball for 
Dane Ronnie Ekelund to 
open the scoring in the 19rh 
' minute. 

Le Tissier then sealed vic- 
tory with his 10th goal of the 
season in the second half, 
stroking the ball in from the 
edge of the area. Without 
fine work though from Nevil- 
le Southall in the Everton 
goal, the defeat would cer- 
tainly have been heavier. 

In a fiery all-capital dash at 
White Hart Lane. Tottenham 
defender Kevin Scott and 
Queens Park Rangers striker 
Les Ferdinand were sent off 
for fighting in the 38th mi- 
nute. 

To add to under-pressure 
Spurs manager Ossie 
Ard lies' woes, Andrew Im- 
pey gave Rangers a 1-0 lead 
right on half-time, before 
Nick Barmby saved Spurs’ 
blushes with a late equaliser. 

Norwich City owe their 
three points to Neil Adams, 
whose injury time goal 
earned the Canaries a 2-1 win 
over Leeds at Carrow Road, 
while West Ham finished 1-0 
winners over Crystal Palace 
at Upton Park. 






5 ''-if* 


- - - 



(Dove 



II O 





im 



Ml » 


7111 




I t t 





****** 




irf 




imn 


1 1 i » » 


Ever wonder how these U.S. brands got where they are today? 


When it comes to air express delivery 
between the U.S.A. and Jordan, more 
people entrust more packages and I 
express freight to DHL than to any other * 
service. This is because DHL, as the 
industry leaders, offers its customers 

m ° re ' MORE SPEED. 

DHL is the fastest express company to 
from most major cities in the U.S.A- 







MORE EXPERTISE. 

With 20 years experience in the region, 
our local knowledge of the area, 
customs clearance capability and 
network are unmatched. 


MORE RELIABILITY 

With the largest dedicated air and ground 
fleet, and the most advanced information 
technology, we have maximum control over 


transit times and the flexibility to meet 
individual company requirements. 

MORE COVERAGE. 

Whether you are shipping to or from the 
U.S.A., we can pick up and deliver door-to-door, 
virtually anywhere here or there, by using the 
largest global network in the business. 

So just call your local DHL office on 818351, 
and we’ll tell you how to get your package or 


product from where it is today, to where you 
want it to be tomorrow. 



WORUlWIDe EXPRESS' 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Yuara,SaflyahAI Omari 
and Mahmoud Hamiaan..in 

Al Muhaijer 

(Immigrant) 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:15. * 30 . 10:30 


SPANISH ROSE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 5:00. 6 JO, 8:30. 10:30 ; 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

SPEED 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOWi THEATRE 1 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the' political comedy: 

Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud Abu 
Gharib. 

Children's theatre Marzouk and the 
Magic Lamp” 81 10 a.m. 

For reservation cal tel: 618274-618275 


Tel.: 675571 1 Nabil & Hisham's 


NaMI AI Mashini 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 

BAG” 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al SaLun Ya Salam : 
Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday Is the. 
theatre’s holiday.. 
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WHO forms team 
to study plague 


NEW DELHI (R) — The 
head of the World Health 
Organisation said on Satur- 
day that a team of scientists 
including U.S. and Russian 
doctors would investigate an 
outbreak of plague in India 
which is still puzzling experts. 

WHO Director-General 
Hiroshi Nakajima told a news 
conference after visiting 
western India — where the 
plague erupted — that the 
team was awaiting clearance 
from the government and 
hoped to launch its probe in 
the next' few days. 

Mr. Nakajima commended 
Indian health officials for 
moving quickly to control the 
spread of plague, which has 
killed 56 people in less than 
three weeks, according to 
official figures. 

' But he said India needed to 
strengthen monitoring opera- 
tions which can give an early 
indication of the outbreak of 
plague. Mr. Nrkajima also 
said some of the country's 
laboratories bad poor work- 
ing conditions and were over- 
whelmed with work. 

“They must intensify sur- 
veillance of rats all over In- 
dia." he said. Rats can carry 
the bubonic plague germ. 

Mr. Narajima met Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao on Friday and toured the 
western dry of Surat, where 
the plague has killed at least 
52 people, on Saturday. 

Addressing mounting 
doubts about the nature of 
the disease in Surat, Mr. 
Nakajima said he was “100 
per cent sure" it was the pla- 
gue. Some experts have 
claimed it was not pneumonic 
plague, which attacks a vic- 
tim's lungs, but a related 
illness. 

“I am reluctant to say there 
is a real epidemic in real 
scientific terminology.” he 
said. “I say there is a pla- 
gue.” 

Mr. Nakajima said the out- 
break was clearly the plague 
but it had baffling features 
which needed to be probed. 

The disease has struck far 
more males than females, he 
said. Some doctois believe 
that the generally greater 
mobility of men in India 
meant they were more ex- 
posed to pneumonic plague, 
spread between humans 
through infected sputum. 

But Mr. Nakajima said 
highly contagious pneumonic 


plague, the cause of almost 
all the deaths, is usually 
transmitted quickly among 
family members. 

He said tbe transmission of 
this outbreak of plague had 
mainly been in the work- 
place. 

The WHO chief said nine 
of the 192 confirmed victims 
of pneumonic plague in Surat 
also had the AIDS virus — 
twice as high a proportion of 
HIV-positive cases as in the 
overall population of Surat. 

There were many 
thousands more suspected 
cases of plague than con- 
firmed cases in the outbreak, 
of which there were fewer 
than 300. 

Many more victims could 
have been expected in a ma- 
jor pneumonic plague 
epidemic. - 

Experts were also unable 
to explain why the pneumo- 

ic cases have been largely 
concentrated in Surat even 
though at least 300,000 peo- 
ple fled the city in panic after 
tbe outbreak was declared 
three weeks ago. 

Nor were they able to 
establish whether an out- 
break of bubonic plague in 
the western state of Mahar- 
ashtra, transmitted from rats 
to fleas to humans, was the 
origin of pneumonic plague 
in Surat. Bubonic plague 
atracks a victim's lymph 
nodes. 

“There still is a lot of 
mystery and^ question 
marks,” said WHO 
epidemiologist G. Rodier. 

The team of WHO experts 
was expected to include the 
agency's staff, representa- 
tives of India's National Insti- 
tute of Communicable Dis- 
eases, Russian scientists and 
officials from the U.S. Cen- 
tres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 

Mr. Nakajima repeated the 
WHO's recommendation 
that foreign nations should 
not take steps to impede 
travel to and from India. 
Many countries have ignored 
the WHO’s advice and crack- 
ed down on travel and trade 
with India. 

The number of cases has 
fallen in recent days but Mr. 
Nakajima said India could 
not be declared free of 
pneumonic plague until no 
new cases had been reported 
for 12 days. 


Seoul warns North 

of U.N. sanctions 


SEOUL (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam on 
Saturday warned that South 
Korea would push for sanc- 
tions against North Korea if 
the communist state failed to 
resolve the row over its nuc- 
lear programme in talks' with 
the united States. 

Taking a tough line on the 
North. Mr. Kim also said the 
annual “Team Spirit” milit- 
ary exercises between Seoul 
and Washington would be 
resumed unless the North 
agrees to halt its suspected 
development of nuclear 
weapons. 

“If the North is genuinely 
interested in establishing 
peace on tbe Korean penin- 
sula. it must stop its nuclear 
development,” Mr. Kim told 
local reporters. 

Mr. Kim said if on-going 
talks between the North and 
United States on the nuclear 

S uestion ended in failure," 
te issue will be brought to 
the United Nations Security 
Council (for possible sanc- 
tions). That is the only 
alternative." 

North Korea warned 
against the reported joint air 
military exercises. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said that 
the exercises were intended 
to “lay an artificial obstacle 
in the way of the improve- 
ment of DPRK (North 
Korea)-U.S. relations.” 

It said the “adventurous 
joint air war exercises in the 
skies above east and west sea 
of Korea" earlier this week 
would worsen the situation 
on the Korean peninsula. 

In Geneva, U.S. and North 
Korean negotiators were re- 
ported still far from agree- 
ment Friday in talks on 
reshaping Pyongyang's nuc- 
lear programme to ensure it 
cannor produce atomic 
weapons. 

The negotiators in Geneva 
have been trying to build on 
an outline accord reached in 
August under which Pyon- 
gyang agreed to freeze its 
graphite nuclear reactor 
programme and switch to a 
safer, light-water version 
with international financing. 

In an interview with the 
New York Times published 
on Saturday, Mr. Kim ac- 
cused the Clinton administra- 
tion of being naive and eager 
to compromise in negotia- 


tions with North Korea. 

Mr. Kim attacked 
Washington's basic stance in 
the talks and said the admi- 
nistration must increase the 
pressure on North Korea. 

He told the Times the 
North Korean government 
was close to a possible econo- 
mic and political crisis and 
would bend to pressure. 

“If tbe United States wants 
to settle with a half-baked 
compromise and the media 
want to describe it as a good 
agreement, they can. But I 
think it would bring more 
peril and danger,” Mb'. Kim 
said in the interview. 

Mr. Kim told the Tones 
further compromise would 
prolong the life of the North 
Korean government, which 
he said was manipulating the 
United States. 

“We should not make any 
more concessions in the fu- 
ture. lime is on our side ... it 
is North Korea that is rest- 
less,” he said. 

Diplomats and senior offi- 
cials in the din ton adminis- 
tration have said increased 
pressure on the communist 
North could bring the divided 
peninsula close to war. 

North Korea meanwhile 
marked the passing of three 
months since the death of 
Kim B-Sung by calling for 
loyalty to h is son, Kim Jong- 
II, who it said was the late 
president himself, Pyongyang 
watchers said. 

“Kim Il-Sung is Kim Jong- 
II,” Pyongyang Radio was 

? uoted as saying by Naewoe 
ress. South Korea's state- 
run news agency which moni- 
tors news from the North. 

Honorifics for North Ko- 
reans are usually dropped in 
Naewoe Press reports. 

“Whatever trials and diffi- 
culties may confront us. we’ll 
carry on with the great task of 
juche (self-reliance) revolu- 
tion and complete it by up- 
holding high the will of Kim- 
U-Sung and faithfully follow 
the ideology and leadership 
of Kim Sung-11,” the radio 
said. 

It said Kim Jong-Il, 52, was 
now standing at die front of 
the revolution, stressing that 
he was carrying on the re- 
volutionary struggle started 
by his father. 

Kim B-Sung died on July 8 
at the age of 82, apparently of 
a heart attack. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraqi Kurdish leader visits Iran 

TEHRAN (AFT) — The leader of a main Kurdish faction 
in northern Iraq, Massud Barzani, has arrived in Iran for 
talks at the foreign ministry, Kurdish sources and Saturday. 
Mr. Barzani, head of the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), embarked Friday on his first visit to Tehran since 
the Kurdish rebellion in northern Iraq in March 1991. Tics 
between Iran and Iraqi Kurds have been strained on 
charges that Tehran supports the Muslim fundamentalist 
Kurdistan Islamic League (KIL) hr northern Iraq and that 
it has launched cross-border attacks on Iranian Kurdish 
rebels. But relations between the KDP and Tehran have 
improved as- Mr. Barzani’s fighters have sided with KIL 
against the other main Iraqi Kurdish group, the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan led by Jalal Talabani. Hundreds of 
people have been killed in fighting for control of northern 
Iraq since May. But Iranian sources said Mr. Barzani was 
expected to leave here for Paris “in a few days” to sign a 
French-sponsored “peace accord” with Mr. Talabani. 

Two Ethiopians convicted of Saudi hijack 

NAIROBI (AFP) — A magistrate's court here has found 
two Ethiopians guilty of hijacking a_ Saudi airliner in 
March, but deferred sentencing until Tuesday, legal 
sources said Saturday. Faud Abdul Ibrahim, 21, and Sofia 
Kadir Mohammad, 20. were charged with seizing the 
Airbus-3j00 on a flight from Jeddah to Addis Ababa with 
159 people on board on March 7 and forcing it to land in 
Nairobi. Sofia Mohammad wailed hysterically after the 
conviction on Friday. Two other Ethiopian suspects were 
aquitted of the offence m July. Ib rahim was shot and 
injured when Kenyan police stormed the plane and 
captured the hijackers who were armed with an imitation 
pistol on March 8. 

Egyptian lawyer sends 100 clients to jail 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian lawyer has sent 100 of his 
clients to jail after signing dud cheques in their names 
worth millions of dollars using his power of attorney, A1 
Wa£d daily reported Saturday . Sayed A1 Sayyad, 35, wrote 
out 12 million Egyptian pounds (S3 .5 million) worth of dud 
cheques to other clients before bringing legal action against 
the clients for whom he signed. Faced with the choice of 
paying up or going to jail, 100 people ended up behind 
bars, including shepherd Ahmad Hefni who lived from 
hand to mouth and was convicted for a bounding cheque of 
20,000 pounds (56,000). Mr. Sayyad himself was arrested 
on Friday. 

PLO leader Khaled At Hassan dies in Morocco 

RABAT (R) — Khaled A1 Hassan, a former senior figure 
in the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), died at his 
home in Rabat during the night after a long illness, a PLO 
source said on Saturday. He was 66. Hassan, bom in Haifa, 
was a member of the mainstream Palestinian group Fatah. 
He had been resident in Morocco for several years. The 
PLO source said he would be buried in Rabat on Monday. 

Kohl coalition could lose election — poll 

MUNICH (AFP) — An alliance of opposition parties in 
Germany could defeat Chancellor Helmut Kohl's coalition 
by half a point in next weekend's parliamentary elections, 
according to a poll published Saturday by the weekly Focus 
.magazine. Tbe magazine said that the poll, conducted by 


the Basis Research Institute, showed that 47.5 per cent of 
voters would choose Mr. Kohl's centre-right coalition while 
48 per cent would vote for the opposition, made up of 
Social-Democrats, the Green Party and former commun- 
ists. “Tbe result would leave the current Christian 
Democrat/ Christian Socialist (CDU/CSU) alliance with the 
Free Democrats (FDP) two votes short for maintaining its 
majority," the magazine said. It added: “Only three weeks 
ago tbe coalition still held the majority in parliament by 10 
seats, according to a poll by the same institute." The latest 
poll shows that the CDU/CSU would gamer 41 per cent of 
the vote next Sunday and the FDP 6.5 per cent, while the 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) would win 36 per cent. 
Coupled with the SDP vote would be the 7.5 per cent that 
would be won by the Greens and the 4.5 per cent expected 
for the formerly communist Party of Democratic Socialism, 
according to an agreement between the three opposition 
parties. 

Singapore prepares to cane drug addicts 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — Singapore, which has hanged 
more than 80 drug traffickers, is to amend laws to allow it 
to cane hardcore drug addicts, a news report said Saturday. 
“Caning is just one of the various instruments which we 
think should be made available to the court to punish the 
recalcitrant jaddict,” Home Affairs Munster Wong Kan 
Seng told the English-language newspaper The Straits 
Times. Mr. Wong said that the proposed legal changes, to 
be sent to parliament in a year's time, will also provide for 
longer detention periods for addicts repeatedly readmitted 
to government rehabilitation centres. Although Singapore 
hangs anyonie for illegal possession of 15 or more grammes 
of heroin, the number of addicts in rehabilitation centres 
has risen from 5,700 in 1990 to 7,400 last year. Mr. Wong 
said that his ministry was convinced that caning would be a 
strong deterrent based on its experience with other 
offences for which caning is proivded by law. These include 
vandalism and rape. “The number of repeat cases of people 
wbo have been caned going back to prison is fewer than 
other criminals," he said. Singapore hanged five traffickers 
over the past three weeks among them 59-year-old Dutch- 
man Johannes van Damme arid Ghanaian Mufutaw Sal am, 
28, who went to the gallows Friday. 

Pakistan opposition alleges arrests 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistani opposition Saturday 
alleged largescaie arrests of its activists over the past three 
days, ahead of a general strike called by opposition leader 
Nawaz Sbarif. but officials denied the claim. The crack- 
down led to the detention of thousands of people, the main 
opposition Pakistan Muslim League (PML) said in a 
statement. Interior Minister Naseerrullah Babar, denying 
any largescaie roundup, admitted that the provincial 
authorities had made “some arrests" as part of measures 
aimed at preventing any disturbances. The law allows the 
government to place a person in preventive custody for the 
sake of maintaining law and order. Mr. Sharif has called for 
a nationwide strike on Oct. 11 as the latest move in his 
three-week campaign aimed at forcing Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto to resign. The PML statement listed 14 
deputies and leaders who had been arrested since Thursday 
in different parts of the country. It accused the police of 
maltreating inmates including women during raids on 
homes of opposition activists. Gohar Ayub Khan, a PML 
leader and former speaker of the National Assembly, told a 
news conference he had addressed messages to internation- 
al parliamentary associations denouncing the “repressive” 
measures. 



BRITISH MIGHT: Undated ffie photo of Royal ordered to sail to Kuwait waters from southern 
Navy frigate HMS Cornwall, which has been Golf to counts: an Iraqi bmkfaxp in the area 

(AFP photo) 


Frenchman 
killed in 
Algeria 

PARIS (Agencies) — A 
Frenchman missing in Alger- 
ia for four days has teen 
found dead, his throat slit, 
the foreign ministry said on 
Saturday. 

“France expresses sadness 
and consternation over the 
assassination of Jean-Pierre 
Maniere, a French business- 
man residing in Algeria who 
had not been heard from 
since Tuesday,” the ministry 
said in a statement. 

Maniere, a consultant en- 
gineer aged 59, had last been 
seen in the Meftah region 
southeast of Algiers, officials 
said. 

His body was found in the 
Boumerdes department, 40 
kilometres east of Algiers. 

The area is a stronghold of 
Muslim fundamentalists who 
have targetted foreigners and 
journalists since January 
1992, when the military- 
backed government cancelled 
a general election in which 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) had taken a comman- 
ding lead. 

IBs death brought to 62 — 
including IS French nationals 
— the number of foreigners 
killed in Algeria since 
September 1993. 

The radical Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA) has daimed respons- 
bility for most of -these 
deaths. 

Government authorities 
say at least 10,000 Algerians 
have died in political violence 
in the same period. 

The foreign ministry 
offered its condolences to 
Maniere’s family and urged 
Algerian authorities “to pro- 
vide it with all available in- 
formation about the cir- 
cumstances of this tragedy." 

The ministry also repeated 
earlier recommendations that 
French citizens in Algeria 
leave if possible or otherwise 
exercise extreme caution. 

Maniere was kidnapped 
from his Range Rover car, 
the ministry said, which he 
often used to visit the local 
Christian cemetery. 

The authorities in France 
and Algeria had kept silent 
on his disappearance to avoid 
hindering a huge search op- 
eration. 

In July, two diplomats 
from Yemen and Oman were 
kidnapped in the same region 
and released a few days later. 

Among foreigners targeted 
by the fundamentalists were 
three French consular offic- 
ers kidnapped by the GIA a 
year ago and released a week 
later with one of the victims 
bearing the message that all 
foreigners should leave the 
country within a month. 

The Algerian daily El 
Moudjahid said Saturday that 
one of about 20 suspects 
arrested in the case, a Moroc- 
can national, was hired by the 
GIA. 

The suspects are to go on 
trial in Algiers Sunday. 

The GIA has accused Paris 
of supporting the “impious” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hutu leaflets threaten 
government supporters 


KIGALI (AP) — Hutu ex- 
tremists are distributing leaf- 
lets and posters inside Rwan- 
da threatening to kill suppor- 
ters of the Tutsi-installed 
government, the U.N. milit- 
ary command said Saturday. 

Villagers in eastern Rwan- 
da who have seen the mate- 
rials are “going to U.N. 
troops in fear for their own 
safety.” said Captain 
Stepfaane Grenier, a U.N. 
military spokesman. 

The posters and leaflets 
indicate “that killing will start 
soon,” Capt. Grenier said, 
without elaborating. They 
were found in villages around 
.Rwamagana, about 40 
kilometres from Rwanda’s 
eastern border with Tanza- 
nia, where nearly half a mil- 
lion Rwandan refugees live. 

More than two million re- 
fugees fled to neighbouring 
countries after fighting and 
massacres that began in April 
killed at least 500,000 Rwan- 
dans, most of them Tutsi. 

The refugees include an 
estimated 20,000 Hutu gov- 
ernment soldiers and about 
50,000 civilian militiamen 
blamed for most of the 
slaughter. 

Hutu extremists in the 
camps in Tanzani a and Zaire 
have vowed to launch guerril- 
la attacks against the Tutsi- 
installed government, and aid 
workers and independent 
observers have reported 
seeing military preparations 
by militants. 

Exiled leaders of the for- 
mer government have called 
for a power-sharing pact, but 
Rwanda’s new government 
insists it will not consider 
talks until Hutu extremists 
have been brought to justice 
for crimes of genocide. 

About 4,400 U.N. 
peacekeepers are in Rwanda, 
and more arriving in the next 
few weeks will bring the con- 
tingent up to a full strength of 
5,500, said Sammy Buo, a 
U.N. civilian spokesman in 
Kigali. 

Rwanda’s president 
warned Friday that if an in- 
ternational tribunal is not 
quickly convened to try 
Rwandans accused of ethnic 
massacres, his country will 
prosecute the suspects itself. 

President Pasteur Bizimun- 


gu said 6,000 suspects had 
already been arrested “and 
we cannot maintain them for 
a long time.” 

“If we release them there is 
the risk that there may be 
'acts of revenge.” Mr. Bm- 
mungu told a news confer- 
ence at the United Nations. 
“If the international tribunal 
does not start immediately, 
we will have to utilise our 
domestic system.” 

Mr. Bizimungu said he 
wanted the tribunal to be 
established within two to 
three months. 

The Security Council for 
the past week has been dis- 
cussing a resolution that 
would establish an interaar 
tional war crimes tribunal to 
prosecute people suspected 
of mass killings in Rwanda. 

Earlier this year, militias 
comprised mainly of ethnic 
Hntms slaughtered ethnic 
Tntsis and their sympathis- 
ers. 

Mr. Biznnungu’s govern- 
ment was established in July 
'after Tutsi-led rebels rooted 
government forces. 

Mr. Bizimungu demanded 
that the tribunal te estab- 
lished in Rwanda and not in 
the Hagpie alongside the 
Yugoslavia tribunal, as die 
United States and other 
countries have argued. 

“The location of the inter- 
national tribunal in Rwanda 
by itself will send a message 
to die population that justice 
is not outside Rwanda,” be 
said. “The population must 
feel that there is justice in 
Rwanda, not foreign jus- 
tice.” 

Mr. Bizimungu admitted 
that there had been revenge 
killings, but said they were 
few and were not systematic. 

“The purpose of die inter- 
national tribunal is to dis- 
courage acts of revenge,” he 
said. '‘If the culprits are not 
brought to justice sc-iie peo- 
ple will attempt to make jus- 
tice themselves." 

Earlier this week, a U.N. 
commission of experts re- 
commended that a tribunal 
be set up to investigate cases 
of genocide in Rwanda. The 
Security Council is expected 
to adopt the proposed resolu- 
tion on the tribunal by next 
week at the earliest. 


Haiti amnesty is approved 


(Continued 

had sought. 

The law would let Mr. 
Aristide pardon political 
crimes by the generals who 
overthrew him in 1991 and 
their collaborators. It does 
not expressly cover the 
thousands of killings, kidnap- 
pings and beatings of civilians 
since the coup. 

It remains unclear, howev- 
er, whether Mr. Aristide will 
honour the amnesty or 
whether anyone will be pro- 
secuted for these crimes. 

The United States also had 
wanted an amnesty despite 
concern that Mr. Aristide 
might not enact it. Mr. Aris- 


frofH page 1) 

tide's supporters have called 
for “justice” for political and 
human rights crimes by the 
military. 

“What this bill does ... is 
throw the ball back to Presi- 
dent Aristide." U.S. embassy 
spokesman Stanley Schrager 
raid Friday. 

In London, the human 
rights group Amnesty Inter- 
national said it was con- 
cerned tbe bill would allow 
.human rights violators “to 
enjoy impunity for their 
crimes.” 

Senators, however, said 
the measure would let indi- 
viduals sue their tormenters 
for human rights violations. 
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Woman to press 
on with Clinton 
harassment case 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Paula Jones said Friday die 
would press ahead with a 
sexual harassment suit 
agamst President Bill Clin- 
ton, aftfiT he rejected a settle- 
ment offer. “AD I want to do 
is reclaim my good name 
from Bill Clinton," said Ms. 
Jones, wbo has accused Mr. 
Clinton of asking her to en- 
gage in sexual activities when 
he was Arkansas’ governor 
and she was a state em- 
ployee. Ms. Jones claims Mr. 
Clinton ordered a state 
trooper to bring ter to a 
room in a hotel where a state 
function was being held in 
1991. She said Mr. Cfinton 
made unwanted sexual adv- 
ances. Mr. Clinton denies the 
charges. Ms. Jones filed a 
$700,000 lawsuit against Mr. 
Clinton and the trooper last 
May. She offered to crop tbe 
case on Oct. 1 if Mr. Chnton 
read a public statement 
saying he (fid not deny the 
meeting and absolving her of 
any improper or sexual con- 
duct- Mr. Clinton's attorney 
said the offer amounted to an 
ultimatum and that there 
would be no response to it. 
“Now that this effort is re- 
jected I will fight as long as it 
takes to assure that the truth 
is heard,” Ms. Jones told 
reporters. 

TV audience 
watches women- 
only 
bullfight 

ARANJUEZ, Spain ( AP) — 
Spanish bullfights, glorified 
by Ernest Hemingway as 
manly rituals, may never be 
the same. Panties, bras and 
flowers flew into the ring 
from a women-only crowd of 
8,500 after each kill by bull- 
fighter Jesulin De Ubrique. 
At one point in die made-for- 
television show, a woman pa- 
rachuted into tbe ring and 
presented the 20-year-old 
ipatador with a kiss and a 
bouquet. “He’s so sweet,” 
said a spectator identifying 
herself only as Rosabel. 
“He’s really wonderful. He’s 
very young, very spon- 
taneous. He has a distinct 
style,” said Victoria Roldan, 
60, who travelled with about 
50 other housewives to watch 
the 3 Vi hour ‘show. Spain’s 
first all-female audience in a 
mostly male preserve was 
organised by TV station 
Antena 3 to capitalise on 
Ubrique’s popularity — he 
was rated Spain’s favourite 
matador in a newspaper poll 
published Friday. Traditional 
fans dislike him, saying he's 
more of a showman than an 
artist. But free tickets lured a 
capacity crowd to this town 
50 kilometres south of Mad- 
rid. 

Uganda diplomat 
absconds with 
state fortune 

KAMPALA (AFP) — 
Uganda’s ambassador to 
Nigeria has asconded with an 
estimated S39S.000 ear- 
marked for the building of a 
new embassy in the Nigerian 
capital, Abuja, the official 
New Vision newspaper said. 
Foreign Affairs Minister Paul 
Ssemogerere told parliament 
Thursday that High Commis- 
sioner James Juuko, who bad 
just been transferred from 
New Delhi to Lagos and 
charged with building a new 
embassy has disappeared 
with the money. The miniq^r 
(fid not say when Mr. Juuko 
went missing Mr. Ssemoge- 
rere was not immediately 
available for details. 

British coroner 
records verdict 
of euthanasia 

LONDON (R) — A British 
coroner made legal history 
Thursday when he recorded a 
verdict of euthanasia after an 
p-year-ofo woman killed 
nerself. Coroner Paul Foirest 
made the decision after Lucy 
Vines left a note asking for 
her death not to be treated as 

ESS’ V “ es boated 
herself with a plastic bag in a 

residential home in chipping 
Sodbury m western England 
We have never heard of a 
verchct like this The coroner 

^ J cted t . r F sp °as ibI y in re- 
spectmg this lady’s right to 
take her own life ” a motJS 

fe^^lSociety tow tg 
I™ Ms- Vines’ 
son fold the court that his 

325* ™ worried about 
afeteiroeris disease and had 
developed some symptoms. 
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